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DEDICATION

On December 29, 1989, Thomas J. White, whose generos-
ity made possible the establishment of the White Center and of
this Journal, succumbed to cancer at his home in Chesterfield,
Missouri. At the time of his death, he was 73 years old.

Tom White was a remarkable human being. He was
blessed with a seemingly boundless supply of energy, and he
was capable of great devotion to the persons and causes that
were dear to him. His love for his wife, his children and his
grandchildren was immense. His loyalty to the Catholic
Church and to Catholic education was similarly great and was
evidenced by countless contributions to Catholic causes. His
patriotism was as ardent as it was practical; he deeply wanted
his country to live up to its highest ideals. To that end, he
established Centers at Notre Dame and at St. Louis University
that had as their fundamental objective the schooling of law
students in the basics of ethically sound policy analysis. Tom
White was convinced that the legal profession could and
should make a positive contribution to the achievement of
national ideals, and he was convinced that Catholic law schools
should play a leading role in that process.

The White Center is committed to the perpetuation of
Tom White’s ideals. We will continue to recruit law students
who have shown an interest in law reform. We will continue to
offer those students a program that sharpens their analytic
skills and deepens their ethical awareness. And we will con-
tinue to facilitate their entry into public service careers. In this
way, the Center will be a lasting memorial to the idealism of
Tom White. We dedicate this double issue of the Notre Dame
Journal of Law, Ethics & Public Policy to Tom White as a gesture
of our affection for him and of our appreciation for the many
contributions, both financial and personal, that he made to this
Center and to the Law School during his long and productive
life.

John H. Robinson

Director of the Thomas J.
White Center

on Law & Government and
Assistant Professor of Law and
Philosophy
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In Memoriam

THOMAS J. WHITE
1916-1989

“You have already been told what is right
and what Yahweh wants of you.

Only this, to do what is right,

to love loyalty

and to walk humbly with your God.”
—Micah 6:8
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