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n June 1, 1998, I began my 24ch year as dean of our law school. In 1995, when [ agreed o continue as
dean for a fifth term, 1 asked thar this be my last term. Consistent wich that intent, I have asked the
provost to begin the search for my replacement.

People have asked me why I would rerire when [ still have so much energy and excitement for my
work. The answer is, I have no intention of retiring any time in the near future. I have many good
years and ideas in me, and I intend to work in the field of Catholic higher education for as long as |
believe I can be effecrive. | am, however, anxious to pass on the baton of the deanship to someone else

so that I can pursue some new and exciting opporrunities.
From a personal standpoint, I am ready for some new challenges. I feel very good about the mis-
sion we put together for the Law School, as well as abour the team we have assembled to fulfill our
collecrive “"dream” of being a grear Catholic law school. I believe that our ream of faculty, students, staff, University administrartors, alumni
and friends is so strong thar the momentum established so far will inevitably continue ro grow. But for me, it is time to answer other calls.
Institutionally, I believe it is also time for a new team leader. This insrirution has many posirive atrribures — a clear and challenging
mission, a great faculty, a ralenred and commitred student body, a supportive University plan, and, of course, loyal alumni and friends. The
ninth dean of the Notre Dame Law School will inherit a strong institution chat he or she can take to new heights in the nexr millennium.
The new dean will have a wonderful opportunity to lead a team already at the top of its game.
I do appreciate the compliments paid by a number of you who have asked me to reconsider my decision that this be my last term as
dean. On deep reflecrion and with prayerful guidance, however, I remain firmly resolved. Therefore, as noted above, I have asked the provost
to begin a dean search with enough lead time so that the University can aterace the very finest candidates and have an orderly rransi

on with-

out the awkwardness of appointing an interim dean. In response, Provost Nathan O. Hatch has appointed a committee consisting of himself
as chair, and Associate Dean Fernand N." Tex” Dutile '65 J.D., Vice President and Associate Provost and Professor of Law Carol Ann Mooney
77 J.D., and Professors Gerard V. Bradley, Alan Gunn and Jay Tidmarsh '79 as members. They have begun the process of looking for my
successor, and I know they will welcome your input — either in identifying specific candidates or in conveying the personal and professional
qualities you would like ro see in the nexr dean of our law school.

I have not yer decided on what new challenges ro pursue. Bur there is one opportuniry that, considering the content of this issue of
Notre Dame Lawyer, | want ro share with you. For years, our Law School has enjoyed a reputarion as being among the leaders iin reaching the
law with an emphasis on ethics — in educarting lawyers who practice their art wich, in the words of the late Dean Joseph A. O'Meara, “profes-
sional comperence inspired by enduring values.” [, personally, have taught applied ethics since the early days of my deanship. And in the last
few years, I have written and spoken on a perspective of the law as a healing profession. So one of the projects that I will pursue with greater
inrensity as dean emericus will be a scholarly undertaking thar combines my decades of work in applied ethics with my research on law as a
healing profession.

The University has agreed to establish an institute on the ethics of the legal profession. In addirion, the Fetzer Institute of Kalamazoo,
Michigan, which is well known for its work on“Healing and the Mind," has awarded me a grant to sponsor my research on*Healing and
the Law.” As you will see in my article beginning on page 4, I believe that rerurning the law to its roots as a healing profession necessarily
will bring abour a sea change in the ethical behavior and attitudes of many artorneys. Many of you have heard me speak on this subject.
Now, many others will hear these ideas as well. Hopefully, my work at our law school will be a caralyst for much-needed change across our
profession.

[ will write to you further abour my experiences as dean and my hopes for the furure of our law school. For the present, suffice it o say
thar I love this place and all of the Notre Dame family. I love being dean, and I will continue to serve as long as it takes to install my succes-
sor. Bur I am looking forward to turning my experience into scholarship and my scholarship into practice as soon as possible. Not many
people get the opportuniry to bring about significant change in the ethos of their chosen profession. Thanks to the University and the Fetzer
Institute, however, I'll soon have that opportuniry.

In the coming months, I will elaborate upon my deep gratitude to all of you for making my service as dean so enjoyable and fulfilling.
For now, however, I want to tell you how much I truly appreciate all you have done — nor only to help me, bur also and especially, to make
Notre Dame Law School the grear place it is.

With warm wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and your family, I remain
Yours in Notre Dame,

David T. Link
Dean and Professor of Law
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