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  NOTRE DAME J. INT’L & COMP. L. VOL. XIV:I 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

Dear Readers, 

 

As we introduce Volume 14, Issue 1 of our Journal, we are reminded of the enduring vitality and the expansive 

scope of legal scholarship. This issue is a testament to the Journal’s commitment to exploring the intricate 

tapestry of law as it intersects with societal changes, technological advancements, international dynamics, and 

cultural narratives.  

 

Each article in this issue contributes to a nuanced understanding of these intersections, offering insights into the 

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for legal systems around the globe. We embark on a journey through 

diverse legal landscapes, from examining international legal frameworks to exploring the impact of technology 

on consumer protection and from the cultural influences on cinema and censorship to comparative perspectives 

on jury selection reforms. Jeffrey Kahn’s insightful analysis of Russia’s engagement and eventual expulsion 

from the Council of Europe illuminates the complexities of adapting international legal norms within domestic 

contexts, highlighting the tension between global standards and national sovereignty. Martin Brenncke’s 

exploration of dark patterns within the European Union’s legal framework underscores the evolving challenges 

technology poses to consumer rights, prompting a reevaluation of legal responses to protect individuals in the 

digital age. 

 

The two student Notes are written by members of the Journal. Sheryl Soundar examines Hollywood’s 

navigation of Chinese censorship laws and provides a compelling lens through which to view the influence of 

legal and regulatory environments on cultural exchange and expression. Evan Luellen critiques the U.S. jury 

selection process, inspired by Australian reforms, and delves into the potential for legal practices to evolve 

through cross-cultural insights, addressing systemic issues of fairness and racial discrimination. 

 

Together, these pieces underscore the dynamic relationship between law, culture, technology, and international 

cooperation. They highlight how legal frameworks are both influenced by and influence societal norms, 

technological advancements, and international relations. This issue illustrates the multifaceted role of the law in 

navigating challenges posed by cultural differences, technological disruption, and the pursuit of justice within 

and across borders. By bringing these diverse topics under one umbrella, the issue emphasizes the importance of 

interdisciplinary and cross-cultural dialogue in advancing legal scholarship and practice in a globalized world. 

 

As we present Volume 14, Issue 1, I want to extend my deepest gratitude to our contributors, whose rigorous 

scholarship enriches our collective understanding of these pressing issues, our dedicated editorial team for their 

commitment to excellence, our faculty advisors, Professors Diane Desierto and Roger Alford, and readers for 

their continued engagement and support. I hope this issue will inspire further reflection, dialogue, and 

innovation within the legal community and beyond. 

 

 

Yours in Notre Dame, 

 
Editor-in-Chief, Volume 14 
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