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B R 0 S N A N, called as a witness 

by the plaintiff, having been first duly sworn, testi­

fied as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. TOPKIS: 

o Mr. Brosnan, what is your occupation? 

A I am a free lance writer. 

O What do you mean by that? 

A I write books, magazine ar·ticles. 

Q For how lonq have you been a writer, sir? 

A Since 1959. 

Q Was that when your first published work was pub-

lished? 

A Yes, in 1959, my first magazine articles came:; 

out. 1960,my first book came out. 

Q What was the title of your first book? 

A The Long season. 

Q could you tell us briefly just by way of advertis11-

ment what The Long Season waa about? 

A It y~s a journal deocribing the events, the j 

thoughts ·' t:~1e reactions of a season in professional baseball I 
in the big leagues as they happened to me. I 

Q And have you published other books sinca then? 

A Two years later I published Pennant Race. 

Q Would you again describe to the Court that book? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COl'il?T REPORTERS 
l!HffED STA IE5 COURr HOOSE 
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2 A A sequel~ similar treatment, only this time 

3 the intention, at least, was to describe what most of the 

players on the ball club felt it was like to play in the big 

5 leagues during a season in which they won the pennant. 

6 Q In addition to writing these books, have you 

7 from time to time published magazine articles? 

8 

9 . 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

25 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you now earn your living by freelance writing 

is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Have you don~ so exclusively since 1960? 

In over three years until 1963, through 1963, 

I was a professional pitcher, major league pitcher. In 

1964 and 1965, I was in radio and television as a sports 

commentator. 

0 And since 1965 then you have been a freelance 

writer? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 You speak of having been a professional baseball 

pitcher. With what club were you first affiliated? 

A With the Chicago Cubs. 

Q You signed a contract with the Cu!:>s? 

A Originally in 1947 I signed a contract with their 

Elizabethton, Tennessee Club, a farm club in Class o. 
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0 Elizabethton? 

A Elizabethton, Tennessee. 

0 By whom were you signed to that contract? 

A A chicago Cub scout named Tony Luccadello. 

0 

A 

How old were you at the time that you signed it? I 
17. 

0 Was that a contract in the standard form used 

for minor league baseball players at the time? 
i 

A Yes, the sama contract that all minor lm.~gue 

players signed at that time. 

Q B2fore .· siqning that co'.'.lt:ract, did you read it? 

A Aa capably as a 17-ysar old --

THE COURT: Now, see --

A As capably as I could. 

THE COURT: Now wait a moment. I think it is 

natural, since you get paid for every word, to want to 

l 
I 
I 
I 

I 
i 

expand, but I must insist, there are occasion~ when a "yea" I 
is like a horna run. Let "yes" or "no", if you can possibly I 
answer the question thai: way, suffice. Will you do that, 

please? All right, now, what 0 s tha pending question, 

Mr. Reporter~ please? 

A 

(Question read • ) 

THE COURT: Yee or no. 

Yes, I did. 
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Q The full text? 

A Right through to the point where the money was 

mentioned. 

Q Do you recall, was the money mentioned early or 

late? 

A There was a clause at the end of that contract 

stipulating a bonus to be paid upon a certain term of servic•! 

Q Now, did you play that season with the Elizabeth-

ton Club? 

MRo HUGHES: Your Honor, I am no1: sure we have 

an answer to the question. 

THE COURT: As to whether he read the entire 

contract? 

MRo HUGHES: That is right. 

THE COURT: That is so. I 
l 

MR .. TOPKIS: I had thought, your Honor, since he I 
ref erred I 

to the last clause being another money clause -- I 
THE COURT: There might be another provision after 

it. That provision might be as important as any other pro-

vision. Now, putting it very plainly to you, did you read 

tho entire contract? That is all it really calls for. Did 

THE WITNESS: I did, sir3 

THE COURT: All right, next question. 
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You played with the Elizabethton Club that year? 

Yes. 

That is, the 1947 season? 

1947. 

What did you earn during that '47 season? 

$125 a month. Appro:c.i..rnately $500. 

I 
! I, 

! 
I 
I 
~ 

11 by baseba.11? 

12 

13 

. . 14 . 
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A No. Just for the season. 

Q And in 1948, what club did you play? 

A I started the season with the Springfield, 

Massachusetts, club in the New England League, and half ; 

I 
through the season I was sent to Fayetteville, North Carolinaf 

Q How were you advised that you were to play there I 
by t:he Springfield club that year? j 

A The manager said, "Here's y01.1r ticket to Fayette- 1 

! 
ville. n 

l 

Q That was all i:hat was said? 

A And he handed me tha ticketg and I packed my bags 

and went to Fayetteville. 
' 1 

. THE COURT: You were not asked anything about how yo~ ~ 
I 
l 

packed your .bags or what you put in your bags. Let us avoiCl.j 

SCiJTHEml DISTRICT COUl~T r~Ei~~~TERS 
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2 all that. Just answer the question. 

3 A What I remember him sayinq, what sticks in my mind 
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) 1 
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23 

after twenty-two years --

THE COURT: Yes. 

A (Continuinq) "Here's your ticket." 

THE COURT: All right. 

Q Now, was Springfield a club of higher classification 

than the Elizabethton? 

A Yes: it was. It was Class B. 

Q And the next team was Fayetteville? 

A The same. 

Q The smne classification? 

A Same classification. 

Q You arrived in Fayettaville in mid-season? 

A Yes: I did. 

Q Did you spend the balance of the season in 

Fayetteville? 

A I did. 

Q What salary were you paid for that season? 

A · $225 a month for the season. 

0 Again, for four mcnths? 

A Again, for -- well, four and a half months. 

I think that the league was a l i ttle bit longer. 

0 How about the following season, '49? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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2 A I was in Class A with the Macon in the Sally League. 

3 I had a $250 a month raise. 
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0 To $250? 

A Yes. 

Q Again, for four months? 

A Well, we won the play-off, so it was about five 

months. 

Q How did you learn that you were going toplay with 

this team in the Sally League? 

A At the conclusion of the previous season, at 

Fayetteville, I was informed by letter that my contract had 

been assigned to the higher classification. 

Q No one spoke to you personally about it? 

A No. 

Q No telephone call? 

A No, sir. 

Q No telegram? 

A No telegram. 

Q And where did you report for the following season? 

A To the Macon, Georgia, club, in Macon, Georgia. 

Q No spring training? 

A 

0 

A 

Their spring training was held in Macon, Georgia. 

What did you do the following season? 

I was promoted to Los Angeles, of the Pacific Coast 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT ffiURT REPORTERS 
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2 League. 

3 Q What classification? 

4 A That's Triple A. 

5 0 And what year was that? 

6 A 1950. 

7 Q How did you learn that you had been promoted to 

8 Los Angeles? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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23 
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25 

A The same procedure. 

THE COURT:You know, you must repeat. 

Q Again, by letter? 

A Again, by letter. 

Q No telephone call? 

A No, sir. 

Q No face-to-face meeting with anyone at all? 

A No one at all. 

Q Did you spend that entire season with Los Angeles? 

A I did not. 

Q What happened? 

A During spring training, the Los Angeles spring 

training session, I was traded to the Springfield, Massachu-

setts, club, which by this time was in the International 

League, same classification, Triple A, and I went to their 

spring training in Florida, finished spring training, spent 

a month there with that ball club, was sent to Nashville, 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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Tennessee, the Southern Association. I spent a month there 

and was sent to Das Moines. I was there for three weeks 

and was sent to Decatur. Des Moines is Class A and Decatur 

is Class B. 

Q So you went down a couple of pegs, or several pegs? 

A About as far as one could go. 

Q Were you married at this time? 

A I was not married at that time. 

0 And each time that you were moved about in the couk e 

of this season, how did you learn that you had been reassig ed? 

A The Los Angeles general manager informed me when I 

left 'that club -- the m!l.11ager of the Springfield club, the 

playing -- the field manager told me then;the manager of the 

Nashville club in tha Southezn League told ma; the business j 

:::e:t o:a::a::s t:,,::::. club in Class A told me. In each I 
I 

0 In each case -- l 
j 

A It was a f aca-to-faca conversation. I 
• I 

Q I sse. I am sorry. I think I got los·t. Where did · 

you wind up? 

A In Dscatur -- Decatur,Illinois. 

0 

A 

Q 

Decatur, Illinois? 

And that was a Class A team. 

You spent the rest of the season in Decatur? 

~J!JTH~RN OI STRiCi O'JURT RcPo:;n:::~(~ 

~JNrn::o Su .. n :,. Ce;:RJ~n- Haus~ 
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A The last six weeks. 

Q I neglected to ask}OU th.is: What was your salary 

that season? 

A $500 a month. 

Q Again for four months? 

A I think it's closer to five months, because I was 

paid by the Triple A ball club. I was on a Triple A con-

tract, and I was optioned to Class A: in Class A, optioned 

to B, but my contract remained the same. 

Q And what kind of season did you have there that 

season? 

A One loss -- you want an analysis? I didn • t have 

a very good season. I think nine in ten or eight in ten --

something like that. 

Q Now, at the end of the season, what happened? 

A I was recalled by the Springfield club, which had 

my contract. 

Q And did you report to them for spring training? 

· A The next spring training, yes. 

0 And in what year would that be? 

A 1951. 

0 You spent spring training with Springfield? 

A I was called into the Army after three ,.,eeks of 

spring training. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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o And how long were you in the army? 

A TWO years. 

o When did you get out? 

A In April of 1953. 

o What happened then, in baseball terms? 

A I went back to spring training with Sprinqfield in 

the International League. I spent the year at the same 

salary as I had when I went into the Army. 

Q $500 a month? 

A $500 a month. 

Q . How old we1:e you then? 

A Twenty-fot.·1r, and married by now. 

Q And you CJC.)t paid for four and a half months or 

thereabouts? 

A · It's five llll~.nths by this time, the .Triple A league. 

0 About $2, soo·:> 

A Right. 

0 What happened at the end of that season? 

A I retired frcim baseball. I had a very poor year. 

I won four and lost tVi~venteen, I believe, and headed -- well 

whetever the reason was, it wa.a a bad season, and I went 

back to school, enrolled in a college in Washington, o.c. 

J'-..bout h~Llfway through the year, I had a phone call 

from Ja,ck Sheehan, wlJo was the farm director of the cubs. 

';' :' 
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He said, "You won't believe this, but we have this date pur-

chased your contract1 the Chicago Cubs purchased your con-

tract, and you will report in the spring to Mesa, Arizona." 

SOUTHERM DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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Q. You will report in the spri1.1g? 

A To Mesav Arizona, where the Cuba train. 

o When you retired from baseball 

A It was my intention to retire. 

o ' Had you executed any formal document of retire-

ment or anything like that? 

A No. At the end of tha season I to1d my wife, 

"I guess I've had it." 

Q And you entered school so it was some time during 

the winter you go~ this call from the Cubs farm director? 

A In December~ I believe. 

Q And did you report to the Cubs training camp? 

A I did. 

Q Tha·t would be in the spring of '54? 

A .' 

Q What happened ther.? 

A I made the ball club. 

0 h"hen did you execute a contract rela·~lng tc i:he 

1954 season? 

A January, perhaps the 1st of Februacy. 

0 What salary did the contract call for? 

A It was a conditional contract. If I ntayed in 

·· the major leagu.es, I got the minimum cf 6000. If I did not 

st.ay in th~ major leagues~ it was 750, I believe, $751) 
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a inontho 

THE COURT: rt, of course, is obvious, but I 

to !be sure. January or Febr;~ary of 1954? 

THE WITNESS: Yas, sir. 

Q ' could you tell us how that contract was negotiated? 

It waa what he offered. I A It was not negotiated. 

0 He eant you the contract in the mail? 

A Yes. 

Q Was t~ere any discussion over the telephone? 

A There was no discussion on my part:. I signed it 

and sent it back. 

Q You apent the '54 season with the cubs? 

I 

I 
l 
I 

A I did not. I spent half the season with the Cubsl 

Q What happened then? I 
I was optioned to Des Moines in June, I believe; I 

May or June. J 

A 

Q Did you spend the rest of the season with 

Des Moines? 

A No, I was recalled to the Cubs a week later. 

Q And what happened then? 

A My wife threatened to divorce me. Sha had just 

purchased two weeks of steaks, put them in the freezer in 

a house we had just rented, and sh~ had done all this on 

her own becauae I was on a road trip to Denver. When I 

I 
' l 
I 

I 
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2 
arrived in Denver there was a telegram saying, "You are 

3 recalled. Ge~ on a · plane and report to St. Louis." 

e 4 

s 

Then when I called her she said, "What do I do 

with the steaks and the rent?• 

6 There waa a lease signed on the house and those 

7 problems that crop up when anybody is transferred quickly. 

8 Q Just so the record is complete, what did she 

9 do with, the steaks? 

10 A She gave them to the ballplayer that reported 

11 in my place. 

12 Q Were you in any way compensated by the club 

13 for either the rent that you lost out on the house or the 

14 steaks or anything else other than your travel? 

15 A No, · r was not. 

16 Q So you joined the Cubs in St. Louis? 

17 A Ysso 

18 Q Did you, I hcpe, spend the balance of the season 

19 with them? 

Zl A There were six weeks, I believe, left in the 

21 Texas League season. So that would have been the middle of 

Zl July. I was sent to Beaumont, Texas, the Te:cao League. 

23 0 How long did you spend with the Cuba? 

24 A Three weeks to a month. 

25 Q Did you pitch any games in that time or in any 
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games? 

A I pitched the night I got in from Denver and 

other games, yes. Yes, I pitched some. 

o What kind of record did you have? 

A For the total time that I was in and out with 

the Cubs and when I was in the major leagues, I had one 

victory and no losses, but it was one of those relief jobs 

that you pick up easily. 

Q So you were sent to Beaumont, Texas, is that 

right? 

A. Yes, sir. 

o Did you spend the balance of the season with 

Beaumont? 

A The balance of the Texas League seaaon, yes. 

Q What happened then? 

A Well, the ball club recalled my contract and 

because I was under a major league contract I was paid for 

the remaining days of September, wha:teve:i:' they were. I 

think the Texas League c~aaon clo£e d en Labor Day, Bo it 

would have been twenty days or a little r. 1ore . 

O Well,, after that rJtr!'!'l·.ch wi ·:-h the Beaumont. Club, 

did that end your playing career for that season? 

A I did not play any more that season. 

Q What happened then? 
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A I was sent a major league contract for the 

following year. 

Q Incidentally, there is something I neglected 

to ask you, Mr. Brosnan. During that season when you were 

sometimes with the major league club and at various other 

times with minor league clubs, were you paid the $6,000 

minimum all through the season? 

A Only when I was with the club. 

Q Only when you were with the major league club? 

A Right. 

Q And when you were with the minor league clubs 

you were paid the lesser salary? 

A Yes. 

Q So you were sent a major league contract for 

the 1955 season? 

A Yes 6 for the 6000 minimum. 

0 And you signed it? 

A I signed it. I argued about it, but I signed it. 

Q Six thousand was the o~iginal proposal and 

that is what you ultimately signed? 

A Yea, I dido 

Q Did you spend that season with the Cubs? 

A Noo I went to Los Angalea in spring training, 

Loa Angeles in the Pacific Coast League 1 and spent the 

svu1;~ERN DISTRICT GDuR·i REPORTERS 
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2 
season therBo 

3 
o You were assigned to Los Angeles. How were you 

e 4 
notif isd of this assignment? 

s A There were four of us all called in at one 

6 time. 

7 
MR. GOLDBERG: E:l~cuse me , your Honor. He is 

· e nodding his head. Would you just say yes or no? The cour 

9 reporter can not get your nod. 

10 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. I was told by the gener 1 

11 manager of the club, along with three other players who 

12 were all optioned at the sama time. We were called into his 

13 . room at the hotel in Mesa. 

14 Q I see. So you reported t 1:> the Los Angeles Club? 

15 A Yes, I did. 

16 Q And you spent spring training with them? 

17 A Spent the whole season with \'.hem. 

18 Q And what salary were you paid that season? 

19 A I was paid the major league aalury. 

3) Q Los Angeles at that time was a m.\nor league 

21 club? 

22 A It was, I belie~e, the open clsasif~caticn they 

23 had at the time. It was supposed to be a step h~.gher than 

24 class Triple A. 

z Q And what happened at the end of that seas?n? 

SOUTHERN DISTRiCT CC!..'RT Rt:;..QRTERS 
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2 A My contract was recalled by the cubs. 

3 0 Yes? 

4 A And I was offered the same contract for the 

5 following year. 

6 

7 

.8 

9 

JO 

1J 

12 

0 

A 

0 

A 

0 

A 

0 

Again at six thousand? 

Six thousand. 

Did you sign that contract? 

Was there some negotiation discussion? 

I eventually got another thousand. 

.And with what club did you spend -- by now we are 

13 ~P to 1957? 

14 A No, 1956. 

15 I beg your pardon. 

16 By now I am in the major leagues the rest of the 

17 

W Yes, sir. 

2A for Alvin Dark, in May. 

Q How did you learn of your trade? 

OOUTMERN D:STR!CT CTJURT R>EP-OHTERS 
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A My rcommate told me. 

0 You recaived no formal communication? 

A Somebody had leaked it to him and he told me, 

"You have been traded to st. Louis. Go upstairs." 

0 What wa:a •upstairs"? 

A The general manager was there. 

Q And so you met with the gen9z~l rt\anage:r and he 

told you face to face? 

A They had members of the press there at that 

time to announce the tradeo 

Q so you were sent to St. Louis? 

A Yes, I was. 

O Did you report there? 

A I just stayed there in Pittsburgh. The St. 

Louis Club was coming into town. 

O But you joined the St. Louis Club? 

A I dido 

Q Did you play the balance of ~hat season for 

St. Louis? 

A Yes 11 sir. 

Q What happansd a~ the end of that season? 

Well, yfJU mean ··- I don't understand the que at.ion l A 

Q I mean in terms o f your baseball career. 

3JUTHfHN DISTRIC.1" t:ClJXT fH::1CRTF;f?S 
t.i.'4HED STAY[;~; CJ.:..i~T HG!IS~ 
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2 A In the following spring I w~s offered a coµ-

3 tract for, I believe, $12,000. 

4 Q Did you accept it? 

5 A No, I didn't. 

6 Q Did you ultimately sign a contract with a 

7 . different figure? 

8 A 

9 Q 

10 A 

Q 

12 A 

13 Q 

A 

15 Hotel. 

16 Q 

17 A 

18 Q 

19 A 

Q 

2! A 

0 

A 

24 Q 

25 Cincinnati? 

I signed for twelve and a half. 

With what club did you spend that eeaeon? 

Well, until May I was with st. Louis. 

What happened then? 

Then I was traded to Cincinnati. 

How were you advised of that trade? 

A note was left in my box at the Washington 

From whom? 

From the general managera 

Did y·ou subsequently speak with him? 

Yes. 

Did the note tell you that you had been traded? 

Yes. 

And so you reported to Cincinnati? 

Yes, I did. 

Did you spend the balance of the season with 

r.GJ.fi"HERN DISTRlCr CQURT RE'.'W.T<,:Rs 
UNITED ST.~T23 CC'Urff HGL'Sc 

PCLEY SQUkR~: N.Y., l'l.Y. ?ODC/ Tr::L~.:?~ON!:: C{:fffL'\!1-!0 7-4.1\!ID 
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A I did. 

Q What did you do the next season? 

A I was offered another contract, this time for 

$18,000, and I signed .it. 

Q And with what club did you spend that season? 

A Cincinnati. 

Q Now, we are by this time up to what year? 

A 1960. 

Q You spent the '60 season with Cincinnati? 

A I did. 

Q You referred to publishing your first book in 

1960. 

A 1960. 

Q That was The Lon11 Season? 

A The Long Season. 

Q And you spoke oi it as a diary. Did it describe 

18 the events of the '59 sea~on? 

19 A It did, from spr:.ng training -- actually from 

20 contract negotiations until '.:he end of the year. 

21 0 Was there any discussion subsequent to your 

writing of the book between you and any representative of th~ 

club management relat~ng to yo1tr writing of the book? 

A The publishing of th1' book, yas. The writing 

25 of the book, no. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COUl~T ,~EPORTERS 
UNITED ST.~TES COUf·T t-;,~USE 
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Q What about publishing? w:i:th whom did you speak?·; 

~ 
l 
~ 

~ 
l 
I 

A The general manager of the club who, at that 

time at Cincinnati was Gabe Paul. He asked me if I was 

publishing what he had raad I was publishing, and I said 
i 
I 
! 

yea. 'And he asked ms what I had in it. And I d~scribed 
i 

what was in it, and he said it was all right with him. How~· 
j 

ever, he 1:hen left for Cleveland or Houston -- he left 

the Cincinnati ball club for another club and Bill DeWitt 

took over. 

I 
i 
j 
I 
I 
J 

I 
~ 
! 
! 
! 

a book. 

Mr. DeWitt did not like the idea of me publishingl 

0 Did you have a conversation with Mr. DeWitt 

relating to the publishing of the book? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Would you tall his Honor the substance --

THE COURT: would you hold it a minute? 

Marshal, in the fir9t place, I want to be sure 

I thank you for the marvslous job your off ica has been 

doing in rn&intaining order here. If there are others out-

side, and I gather there ar~, it 0 s all right with me to 

let them in provided they recognize they may have to stand 

and that they behave in the exemplary f ashicn of our seated 

audience. 

THE MARSHAL: Very good, your Honor. 

~.)'.)UTMf:~N DISTR:C! O:URf l~E;:..(.~TE:tS 
~J~;1r:ri Si A YES 0\~Ji-H HOUSE 

I 
I 
l 
I 

I 
' i 
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MR. TOPKIS: Shall I pause, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Just give him a minute. 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: By the way, I was going to call 

for a brief recess anyway. You have been at it a full 

hour. Announce a short recess. 

TL!E CLERK: A short recess. All rise. 

(Recess.) 

THE COURT: Please proceed. 

BY MRo TOPKIS: 

Q Mr. Brosnan, if I may backtrack for just a moment. 

I believe I neglected to ask you what your salary w·as in 

'57 and '58 seasons. Could you tell us, please? 

A In '57 I had an $8,500 contract -- pardon me. 

1957 it was seven thousand, 1958 i'!; was 8 ,500. 

Q During the yeara you were in the minor leagues, 

Mr. Brosnan, ware you paid any moneys by the various clubs 

for which you worked when you were on the road, to cover 

travel expenses or the expenses of being away frcm horns? 

A Yea. It variedo In the first year in which 

I played at Elizabethton, Tennessee., we had actually 

only two road trips. The other clubs were so close to 

Elizabethton that we would bus over and bus back. So the 

only meal money we got was the $2o50 en the t·wo road ·trips 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
UNI TEO ST.'\ TES COURT HCtJSE 
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to Welch and Bluefield, West Virginiao 

o And you were paid $2.50 each day that you were 

away from your home base? 

A Yes. 

o What did that $2.50 cover? 

A Well, that was to cover your food and any inci-

dental expenses that you had, if you had any. 

O Were you given a laundry allowance? 

A No, that was the total of the road money. 

Q And how did you get from the hotel or wherever 

you were staying to the ball park? 

A You could walk, you could take a cab. 

Q Were you given a cab allowance? 

A Oh, no. That came out of the $2.50. 

think many took a cab. 

SC1J-ri-iERN DISTRICT O)URT REPORTEi~S 
UNITED STAiES COORY House 
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0 Later on, when you were with other minor league 

clubs, were you paid similar allowances when you were on the 

road? .· 

A Yes. I don't think I could recall the meal money ir 

each of the different leagues. I can remember in Triple A 

ball . it was four and a half. 

o · And intermediate sums in the intermediate leagues? 

A To the best of my recollection, it was $3 in Macon, 

but I mn not positive about that. I can't say definitely. 

Q And in each case these sums covered the same ex-

penditures that you have already testified to? 

A Yes. Some clubs would have the bus that took you 

out on the road to various to'tms , that bus would carry 

you from the hotel to the ball park, but in many cases the 

ball parks were close enough, accordinq to the club, for the 

players to walk from the hotel to the park, and in some 

casea it actually was. 

0 You spea.~ of staying in hotels. Did each player 

h~ve a room or what was the arrangement? 

A Never a room of his <Y~~. Mostly two to a room, 

some~imes three to a room. 

Q Now, coming back, if you will, to this conversation 

that you had with Mr. DeWitt 't~i th reference to your writing, I 
will you tell the Court what was said in that conversation? 

K;UTHERM OISTRICf COURT REPORTERS 
IJ~!TC:D Sl"A TES COURT HOUSE 
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A He shoved a contract across the table with a clause 

circled in red. The provisions of the clause I can't cite 

exactly. The gist is that no player -- the player who is 

signed to a contract cannot write or sponsor radio or tale-

I 

l 
j 
i 

I 
l 

I 
l 
I 

vision programs without the prior approval of the club .. I had t
1

' 

never noticed that particular clause in a contract. I knew 
I 

l 
that other pl~yers had written columns or at least had had 

~hem ghostwritten. Their names had appeared in tha papers, 

there had been books written. 
I 
I 
I 

0 What did you say to Mr. Dewitt? 

I told him that was nr:t chosen advocation at the time, i 
I that is the way I intended to make my livin9 when I got out ofl 

A 

baseball. 

O And what year is thie, 1960? 

A 1960. 

Q Were you at that time looking to writing as a means 

of supplementing your baseball income? 

A Yea, I was. I had sp"!nt the off senson , that par-

t.icular off season '\-?Citing, l:lriting the book, The Long Season. 

Q And was the book published during the season or be-

tween seasons? 

A It came out during spring training. 

Q But the work on it was done during the time when 

you were not teing paid by your club? 
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A Between October and January. I believe I finally 
'• 

got the last galleys in January • 

Q And that ended your work on it? 

A That ended my work on that, yes. 

.0 What did Mr. Dewitt say ~o you? He called your 

attention to this lan9uaqe in the contract and you made the 

l remarks' that you have described here. Wnat was said then? 
· 1 

· A · . He said that if I were to write on baseball, that · j 

I would .have to submit to him anything I had ~ritten so that 

he could check it out to be sure that I didn't say anything 

that was critical of his ball club. 

0 And what did you respond? 

A I questioned i~. Well, what I said was 

O That is what I want. 

A aWh~t are your qualifications as an editor?" ~ 
~ 
i 

Because I thouqht they were suspect: I thought his raasoning j 
I 
1 

I 
! 
t 

THE COURT: Wait, please. When Mr. Hughes or 

was kind of specious. 

0 Did you tell him this, Mr. Brosnan? 

anyone stands to object, you must let him. 

MR. HUGHES: Your Honor, I think we are getting 

enouqh of this without the operations of his mind. 

I 
I Let us j 

~ atick to the convergation. 

THE COURT: Yas, I think, too, the freedom that thit 

SOUTHENN DlSTRlCT OOURT RE?O.~TERS 
Ul'>llit!l:> S7AT~S CCUflT H~lS~ 
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2 . witness has been allowed, primarily because there have been 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

s 

9 

10 

11 

n 

13 

!4 

!<:: 
'. i ,_..,, 
.1 
\r 

1 • 
·0 '! 

'! 
.. 1 

17 i 
I 
I 

18 I 
~ 

i9 ! 
20 i 

21 

22 

23 

I 
24 I 

1, ,. 
LS rl 

l1 
11 

~ ., 

f ere. 

Now, don't let me interfere. A word to the wise is 

sufficient. 

Carry on. 

MR. TOPKIS: Of course, your Honor. 

O Mr. Brosnan, how did the conversation wind up? 

What else was said, if anything, if you remember, and only 

what was said, if you will, sir? 

A He said, nThis is part of your contract.. You under- · 

stmid that? 11 

O Is that where the convers~tion ended? 
.;. 
J 

A I said, "If I write anything critical about baseball J 

I will prasent i~ to you before I send it to the publisher, 

to the! editor." 

This was in reference to ma<Ja~ine articles at the 

time. 

·a So that was the 1960 season. Now11 where did you 

ths 1961 season? 

A In Clncinnati. 

Q What was your salary for that season? 

SC-Ui:·H!f..:N o:srmcr CC!JP.T m.:PGFff Sl~ 
u~rn:o 5Y.t:::rn:; (C.."!Hrr KC.USE 
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A $26,000. 

o And in 1962 ,with what club did you play? 

A I was with Cincinnati. 

Q For the whole season? 

A · I was. 

Q What was your salary for 1962? 

A Thirty-three. 

Q And in 1963? 

A Thirty. 

O What kind of season did you have in 1962? 

A I was 4 and 4 and had 12 saves. 

O What was your earned run average? 

A .314, I believe. 

317 

Q In terms of the other players on the club, how did 

that rank? 

A I was No. 1 relief pitcher. 

Q But your salary was cut $3,000 for the ensuing 

A That's what we settled on. 

Q That was the f iqure that you signed at ? 

A Yes. 

Q Had they offered you a lower figure initially? 

A They had offered twenty-seven fiveu 

0 And in 1963 with what club did you play? 

i 

season? . ~ 

l 
i 
i 
i 
l 

A I started the season with Cincinnati ar..d was traded 

SC:UTHERN DISTR!CT COURT REPOHTE;{:3 
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to 1be White So:ir: in May • 

· o How did you receive notice of this trade? 

A Fred Hutchinson, 'the manager of the Reds a·t the 

time, called me into his office. 

· Q Told you about it face to face? 

A · Yes, he did .. 

0 And did you repoxt to the White Sox? 

I drove to ~ nry wife and family --

THE COURT: Now, now. 

A I did, yes. 

TiiE COURT: Next quastlon. 

O Did you spend the balance of the season with the 

White Sox? 

A I did. 

O And what abcut the ·~4 eeason? 

A I was sent ·a contract and a latter, a con~ract 

containing a cut in salary, the letter reminding me that 

it was the policy of the Chicago White So~ that I could not 

publish any of my writings du:;:inq the season. 

I 

l 
I 
l 
\ 
l 

MR. KRAMER: Your Honor p I would like to object and : 
~ 

move to strike the last answer unless the witness testifies 

that he does not have the letter that was sent. 

stricken. 

THE COURT: Your motion is granted.. The answer is 

SOiJTHEi'.fN DISTm;.:r ~"'URT REFORTfrn-,; 
tJ~j7t!:U 5111~-:~.;_:j. 00:,,,if:!T MOUSE 

:-:,)L(:' S(.Ji..!,:lm~, N.Y.,. \\l.Y. la~?/ TH .... i::;::;;C:N~ : <..XlRf~ND ::i.o;;w~ 
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Next questic·n. 

o Mr. Brosnan , do you have the letter which you re-

ceived? 

A No, I do not. i 
Q Does it still exist, to the best of your knowledge, I · 

or bas it been destroyed or lost? I 

A 

be qoneo 

If he didn't keep a copy of itv I suppose it ·would 

I don't have it. I did not keep it. 

$COTHERN ~s-rmcr OOURT REPORTi.:RS 
LINri:S-!J $11~Y~S CCURT K~r;e 
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2 Q Now, if you will, will you tell us what the 

3 letter said, as beat you r.emembero 

4 • 5 

A May I backtrack? 

Q If you have toe to answer ~y question. 

6 

~ 

8 

9 

A Well, the lead paragraph of tha letter said, 

11.[t.(.ay I ramind you that in our conversation 

lG'.st fall I told you. that you could not publish 

av.ring the season as long aa you were with our 

I 
l 
I 
~ 

I 
10 ball club, because it is club polic-~." 

11 
This occurred -- J: received that letter because 

12 there had been an appearance in the -- in a colu:.m'l. in the 

13 
Chicago paper that an article that I had written wo11ld l.>e 

14 
in the Atlantic .L1agazine in April. 

15 
Q And what did you do on ~eceiving th.a·;:. latter, 

16 
if anything, with reference to "that article? 

17 
A I wrote a letter tc lir. Short! Ed Short, who 

18 
is the general manager of the Whit~ Sox, ramin.di.~g r:.im 

19 
that my offO:·seascn occup"/cion was writing and that~ I. 

al 
could not control publica·tion of t.hew.citings that I .nad 

21 
made and then subseque..~tly sold to a w~ganine and could 

22 
he relax that rule. 

23 
Actually I as!ced him if ne would strike {;hat 

24 
c.lause from my contract since th.a·;: was my busines;;; during 

25 
the off season .. 

I 
I 
ri !1 
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0 What ha:vpened then? 

A He.· said, "Forget it," he would not. change cluL 

rules. I could not publish during the season. 

Q In what manner did he communicate this to 

you? 

A He called ~e on the phon~. 

Q And have you given us the full text of that 

conversation, as best you remember? 

A We also argued about money. 

0 Did you ultimately sign a contract ~o~ the 1964 

season? 

A No, I did not. I said that 11 I won't s.:!.gn a 

cont.ract. I can't sign a contract so long as ycu 

maintain your policy or your mandate against my publish-

ing, because I have already sold articles t.o two nat;ional 

magazines, and they have scheduled them for p>lblication, 

and I ca.n' t get them bad~ and I a!11 not:. go.i.ng 1:0 o That's 

my business .nnd would you pleeise relax the rule in ·;:bis 

case?" 

J..nd he said 9 "We will not. 11 

Q Wha·c happened then? 

A The story and other stories about this case 

appeaxed :i.n the papero He called and said : 

11 I am tired of 1:.his nego"!:i.aticn in public:. I 

I 
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will tell you what we wiil doo If you can find a 

club that will take you and they give us a player or 

players in return that are satisfactory to us, you can 

make a deal for yourself.~ 

o He told you that over the telephone? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q What did you respond? 

A I told him that I was a writer and not a general 

manager. 

Q What was the ~est o~ the conversa~ion? 

A He aaid, "Well, that's the way it is going to 

be. We don't want you on our ball club .. If you can 

make a deal for youzself t..hat i~ satisfactory ~o us, you 

can go ahead .. 11 

Q Now he had originally a.ant you a cont~.ri.ct for 

the l961i season, is that. right;? 

A Yes. 

Q What ;-ms the sala..-:y figurQ! in that co:n·tract:J 

~1,, I ·;; ~ms a 25 pez cerl't cut.-·~ff a·c. $30, 000 .. 

a salary figure for ·~e 1964 season? 

A J: mlid t .. ht.\t I wouldn at evGn tall~ aoou·t r:.oaey 

b the ccnt;:ac·t until I could be assuxed tha:t I cou.ld 

pu.blit1h during the sGasonQ 
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2 Q So tha·i; the answer to my guest.ion is that you 

3 did not reach agreement with him? 

4 A I did not. 

5 0 What happened then#. after he told you that if 

6 you could .make a deal for yourself, then go ahead and 

7 do somethin9? 

8 A I told him that I could no·i; make a daal for 

9 myself, that it waa hi:.i jobu and he should do it. And 

10 Bome time later, some days later, perhaps a week later, 

ll there was notice that I was beinq unconditionally re-

12 leasedo 

13 That ap~ared in the preas. I wa:an't. told 

14 anything .. 

15 Q And were ycu unconditionally r~leaaed':' 

16 A It wa.""?t ·cJu::ough the wed.vex pe:ciod. 

17 the atocy was: 

18 "Brosnan can be had foz a dollar. 11 

19 I 
1' 2J I 
I 

press .. 

21 Q And what happ·.aned "~ 

22 
A Aft.·a:r the waiver period of three days, :.1otbing 

e 23 happened .. I knew that ! had · been picked up by a!1yone, 

2i 

i 25 

i 

or at least ! hi.ldn • t l:K'\0n nct:.ified that I h~d been pic.~ked 

up by anyone~ a.nd th.rae days after that ! receiw~d a 

I 
'"'' 
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not.ice in the mail of my unconditional release. 

There was 36 cents postage due • 

Q And what happened then? 

A I did nothing for a week. I was asked lly 

members of the press, radio and television and some I 
: 

personal friends if I thought I was being black.balleci, and I 
I said I had no ideao 

z,1Ro HUGHES: Your Honor, I object to this. 

These are conversations with people who have no relation-

ship --

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

Mr. Brosnan, I really can't blame you for going 

forward to the extent that you haveo You really haven't 

been stopped~ Bt1t. I do remind you that :your tes tira-:>ny 

has to be weighed oy me, and I do not look kindly en 

volunteered statementso 

This is your testimony under oatJi and while I 

like a certain a:u.?unt of humor and humw1ity in ·the pro-

ceedings: the.re must come a time when we must rna.J"-e r eal 

progr ess with regard to the s ubs tantive ra.a·cters before 

me. 

So I am going to ask you t o f :>rfe it -Cha indul.gencE 

that promyt s you t o add a l ittle e;;{t r a here a nd t he r ::i . 

1r HE HITNESS: ~b'!S' your Honor. I run sor :o:y; your 

I 

! 
I 
I 
/. 

1 
!i 
;· 
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Honor. 

TUE COURT: It is all right. We have had it 

now .. 

How let's go forwardo 

1-1R. TOPKIS: Certainly, your Hcnor. 

BY MR. 'l'OPKIS: 

Q liiow, Mr. Brosnan, did you at this tirne mal'e any 

attempt in faca-to-f ace conversations or in telephone 

converaations with any executives of any baseball clubs 

to bringC'bout your hiring by any such clubs? 

A 1 took an ad in the 

Q No. Excuse me~ pleaoe. My questioi:1 was 

quite carefuly framed. I sec= information only as ·co 

face-to-face conversations or telephone conversatio:is T""Jhich 

you may have hild wit..'1-i any e:mcutive of any major l::!ag~~, 

or, for tlm1: matter g r:iinor lea.gue baaeball clubo 

A ! had noneo 

THE COURT; That is the a"llswer., 

tiono 

Q To your knowledge did the Chicago Club make a.ny 

effort to ma."r.e a deal for you, as the trade ... ~xpress ::.on. ras 

it? 

A Not to my knowledge, noo 

Q Did you ask the Chicagc Club to do so'.? 
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A Yes .. I told -- well, when he told me to 

ma~e a deal, I told him to make the deal. 

Q Was any deal made by either of you? 

A There was no deal made. 

Q Did you take any other steps aimed at bringing 

about a contract between yourself and a clu~ in organized 

baseball, relating to your performing services in the 

1964 season? 

A I ·took an ad in the Sporting News, which is 

a baseball weekly, a newspaper published .i.n St .. Louis. 

Q A..11d is the Spr1rting News read g~merally through-

out the baseball trade? 

A Yes .. It is the trade pap2rw 

Q Relied on by the people who part:i.cipa'.:e .:.n 

baseball t:or the accuracy of it~s reports as a madium 0£ 

communica~c.ion? 

MR .. HUGHES: Well, I object .. 

THE COURT: O~jec~ion sustained. 

Q Do you have a copy of that ad? 

A I do not have a copy with me but I have a copy 

at b.oma. 

THE COURT: 

TEE WITNESS ~ I own a copy of ·the ad, yes. 

Q And where is that? 

• ~ ··· ~. - .: ' • ': ·, .. _f'"": 1 " 1' "\ • ~ . ·- . ; 
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In my home, in Horton Grove .. 

Where? 

In my home, in !-iorton Grove. 

That is in Chicago? 

It's -:>utside of Chicago. 

But you don~t have one with you? 

:I do not have one with me. 

can you recall the approximate substance of the 

I 
L 

! 

I 
l 
i 
·1 
,; 

A It was a qSituation Wanted" ad, " describing what i 
j 

l my career had been, the fact that I was capable and willing 1 
1 

to pitch, and also describing my record of the previous 

year. 

Q How do you knew your overall Ir..ajor league 

pitching record in ·terms of wins and losses? 

THE COURT: That really calls for a yes or 

no. 

A Yes. 

Q What is it,, sir? 

A 56 and 4a. 

Q 56 w~ns, 48 losses? 

A Yes. 

Q That ·was during a c a reer cove ring how ma..-iy ye ars'? 

A Bigh'l:. and a half seasons u 

I 
\ 
l 
i 
l 
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Q During tilat time were you a starter or a relief 

vitcher principally? 

A Principally a relief pitchero 

Q During the years, say, of 1960 to 1963, were 

you the most frequently used relief pitcher on your 

club or 

A I was .. 

Q The number l relief pitcher on the club? 

A I was. 

Q Was that true in the '63 season as. well? 

A No, it wasn't. 

Q What kind of season did you have in 1963, 

specifically? 

A 3 and 3 w:.th the W.hit.a Sox,, 

I had a loss with t.~e Rads befcra X \"las traci.ed u 

Q Do you recall you!:" eur:ncd zun c;-i.verage'.? 

A 2.36, I believe~ 

Q 2 .. 36'? 

Q !lo :ycu. 11.appa..i:. ·to know where t..hat stood J~n the 

ranking of .l:'eJ.ief pit.eheis for t.he 1963 Stazi.son? 

A J. would think it was prc:it"ty high. 

HR .. HUGHES: I move tc strike ·that outJ your 

Honor, tmless he really 1mows .. 

I 
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THE COURT: Yes. The answer roust be 

stricken. 

What is your best recollection? 

THE WITlll~SS: In the top ten. 

THE COURT: Very well .. 

Q Are you sure of that? 

A I was going to say eight. 

HR. TOPKIS: I am sure Hr. Hughes and I can 

' l 
I 
I 
! 
i 
! 
I 
; 
1. 

! 
f 

agree on the exact figure, your Honor. Hay we supplement; 

the record? 
l 

THE COURT: Certainly. 

HR. TOPKIS: Thank you. 

Q JJid your advertisement refer to your average for 

the 1963 season? 

A Yes, it uid. 

U And your earned run average for the 1963 s ·.12.son 

and the ea:cned run averages of other pitchers in the 

majors, I take it., ar•.:i generally known in the indt!.s!:.cy 

I mean8 those . ztatistics are kep·c and are genern11y 

available, are they not? 

:A. Yes, ·they al:e. 

Q ! a.m su:re ·i::hat every gene ral rnz.nager in major 

league .baseball i s fam.iliar with t.i1cse s t a tistics or has 

them accessible, is that right? 
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A Yes, they are, and they doo 

Q Did you receive a.&y response at all to your 

advertisement? 

A Uoneo 

Q From neither minor nor major league clubs? 

A No one. 

Q Uid your advertisement mention a salary demand? 

A No, it did not. 

Q Was there any reference at all to salary? 

A No, there wasn't. 

Q I think, Mr. Brosnan, I neglected to ask you about 

an incident that, as I understand it, occurred in 1962. 

During that year, to refresh me, what club were 

you with? 

A Cincinnati. 

Q Cincin..'1a ti. Did you en·ter in-Co some Eego·tia-

tions wit.h a telaviaion network relati1-:.g to a shm11? 

Gexald Greene 

THB CCU.RT: 1-Jo. The answer is yes~: 

THE WITNESS: Yes~ 

THE COURT: Next question. 

Q Wottldyou. tell the Court a.Lout those 
l 

negotiat:=.ons, l 
I 

that is to say, ':.·!hat type of show were they aimed at'? l 

HR. HUGHES! J: o!.Jjact to thf.lt 1 your Honer. 
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Negotiations between hL'll and some television . company --

what relevance has that? 

I o.l.Jject to :it ao incompeten·t, irrelevant and 

immaterial.. 

THE COURT: What do you say to ·that, Hr. 

Topkis? 

11.R.TOPICIS: I seek only to show, your Honor, 

that on an occ~sion in 1962 this witness was stopped 
.i 
' 

fro:m working on a television show. 

TliE COURT: Then .:rnk him directly, without:. 

going into the negotiations. 

rm.. TOPKIS: Gladly I your Honore 

i 
l 
J 

I didn't wanti 

"to lead. That uas my cnly desireo 

BY MR. TO?K!S: 

Q 1'1.Y:. Brosnan, would you tell the Court • .... Jhat hap-

penad to you in connection wit.h a televi::;ion sh.ow i:::i. 

1962? 

A l was told hy the hal1. c:Lub t.ha',;. I could n.o~-:. do 

the docum~nt.ary ~ which had bcGn s .;:it up by a proO.ucer at 

NBC .. 

Q !!ad yoli ent.ercd into a cont:ract. xelat.ir..g l:o 

that? 

Q Did i;: ca11 fo:c compensation? 
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2 

II 
3 11 

II 4 I 

I 

A It did .. 

Q How much compensation? 

A $4000. 

5 ! 

I 6 

Q Did you rec~dve that $4000? 

A I did not. 

1 
I 

Q .And .who was the club executive who told you 

e !1 
~ 1i 

·that you could not part:icipate in work on tha.t docu-

:~ 1~ 

II 
ment.ary? 

~ r: 
,. 
;· 1 

;; 

H 
A William O .. De Witt .. 

n !I 
'. ! 
JI ,, Q 0£ the Cinci.n.na"i::.i Club? 

:2 :1 
lf A Yes, sirw 
a 

~~ H 
H 
iJ 

Q Hew did H.ru De Wit~ con:mmnicate this to ycu? 

-;,\i :1 
I 

! A Ccmmunicate what to me? 

~:.5 ., Q 

~61 :i 
,J show .. 
;j 

.,. .•. 
d ~: 

ij .A The "'·mrd t·m s coIUt-nunicated to :me by ~Ge:ca~.d 
,, 
<) 

~.G ~ ! 
•i 
n 

J9 ;1 
·; 
~ I 
: I 

"1;1; ii 
L'-'-

!1 
~i~ tl 

~ \ 

u 

What did M:;: .. De Witt. s;1y to you? 

A He says he was afraiO. tha~;. I might nay something 

22 • ( 

" tl crit.ica.l al:m;rt h.i.s baJ.1 club and ·th=:i·t tl~ p1~1:poses of the 

z;. !j 
l 

~ 1 

\l dor.;uma"l'lta::..--y were to be -- t o do '"'- -- a half-hou.::: CO(ct::-

~ j 
2·'i 

.. , 

.. , 
il mentary that -.·;ould be critical ')f hia club. 
. ii .,.... ..... ; i ~" .. .,r:; .• 

., I 
i; 

Q And he told y ou that h ·2 \'icu1.d no·t:. :yer.ni t ym1 to 

(~" 
~ ,, 
~ 
'.1 .. 
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do it, is tbat right? 

A He told me tha't he would not permit me to do it, 

because NBC wouldn't allow him to see the final version 

before it went on the air. 

Q And was that where you: conversation with Mr. 

L1e Witt ended? 

A About that particular incident, yes. 

O Yes. 

Now was there any subsequent d~v-.;.l.opment in 

connection with that television show? Did you attmnpt. 

to obtain a reversal of Hr. De Witt's ruling or anything 

like that? 

A I wrote letters ·to the Corth-nissioner, :l!1 ord Frick. 

Q The ccmmissionez: or: baseball? 

A The commissioner of baseball .. To Warren 

Giles, the president of the National r~eagl'\e 1 and ·to Judge 

Robert Cannon v t;Jho was at. that ti.me aJ1 advisor to tl:e 

major leaguas pJ.<J.ye:rs organization, info:r.ming them of 

what had happened. 

0 Do you still have your letter or copies of your 

letter t:o the com.missioner a..'1d tD the prasldent of t.he 

league? 

X do not. know whether I l:ave or not. I --

Q Doyou have them wit.h ycu'? 

I 
I 
' ~ 
I 
~ 

l 
i 
l 
! 
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A I do not have them with me. 

Q Could you.tell the Court, in brief form, the 

substance of those letters? 

A I explained what the situation had been, wha·t 

the negotiations between me and Gerald Greene had been, 

the fact that it had bean :;ct the story had been set 

and apparently there had been agreement with the ball club 

to do it, and then De Witt said th.at ha would not allow 

it to be shown unless he first of all got to look at. the 

scripti and if thera is anything he didn't like in it he 

could take it out. 

Q And did your letter ask the reverrJal of De Wi·;;t' s 

ruling or anything like tha·c? 

A I asked -- ! a~ksd ii: ·CJr.~ clause in tb.e co.n't;;:-act. 

t.hat I waa about to sign should not be -- ! should ~o~ 

have relief from that clause~ nince this ~-1a~; my business o 

being preven~ed frr.4ll doing that job, 

· . • "'./ .. , • .r -·· ~ ,. ~ . . . 
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, 
Q Did you receive a :esponse to your letter to the 

Commissioner? 

A None at all. 

Q · Did you receive a re9ponsa to your letter to the 

commissioner? 

.A · None at all. 

o Did you receive a response to your letter to the 

president of the National League? 

A I received a response fiom no one. 

Q Neither written nor telephonic ~ 

Q -- nor face· ··to ·face? 

·. A Nona whatsoever. 

Q Cominq again, then, to the period immediately 

subsequent to your placing of this advertisement off ~ring 

your services, the Situation Wanted ad, as you describe,. did 

you subsequently, either on a faca-to-face basis or by 

telephone or by letter solicit employment directly from any 

major or minor league ball club? 

A I did not. 

0 Did you communicate with any official or e~ecutlve 

of organized baseball with a view to obtai.ning your employ­

ment in organi~~d baseball? 

A ;::· I did not .. 

: ;· ·'. 

S!.';UTHERN DISTRICT CCU'<T REPCffiE!~~; 
UNIT8.~ Sy,,,, res Comrf HoosE 

Fou:y SQli..'\P.E, i\!,Y., N.Y. !ta"I/' !>:1-l':PHCNE: CORTl ... 4.MO ~-{~ 

j 
" . 
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Q subsequent to the placing of the advertisement, what 

did you do in t~.cms of employment? 

A I sigved --
' . 

MR. HUGHES: Excuse me. Did you say organized base-

ball? 
-

'1R· -TOPKIS: Yes, whatever it was. 

A r signed a contract with the American Broadcastinq 

company ~.J do a sports show four times a weekend on radio. 

Q And did you thereafter in any way derive income fro&-o 

the pcictice of your skills as a ballplayer? 

A. No: I have not. I 
o I think you told us earlier you worked in radio and I 

televi•ion for a few years and then became a full-time free-
1 

lance writer: is that right? 
1 

A That's right. ti 

l Now, Mr. Brcanan, in the course of your career as a ~ 

majcr and minor league ballplayer, have you beoome familiar 

with the workings of what has here been termed the :z:esez:ve 

systen? 

A Yes, I have. 

0 Have ycu at any time known of any players who were 

iUbstitutes, second stringers or bench riders on a major 

league ball club~ who had t.hey been with another ball club 

might have been starters or regulars? 

SOUTMEti:N ~srmcr a;:~T REPGRTEHS 
UrliTE~ SY.~ 11:s C-CU:H H~Js:: 

FOLEY SQU;fJ?E, N.'f.~ N.Y. lCOOl T~L~Pt-'.CNE: CORTlAMO J:.450} 

l 
l 

' j 
l , 
l 
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MR. HUGHES: I object to both the form and the sub-

stance. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. Ref rame it, at 

least • 

Q Mr. Brosnan, have you known any ballplayers playing 

fqror.ie club who were not starters, who could have been 

starters had they played on another ball club? 

MR. KRAMER: Objection. 

MR. HUGHES: I object to that. 

TEE COURT: What do you say, Mr. Topkis? 

MR. TOPKIS: I am rather at a loss to understand 

the ground of the objection. 

THE COURT: Mr. Hughes? 

MR. HUGHES: !n the first place, your Eonor, it 
:I 

calls for an opinion of the wit.~ess as to the skills of another 
1 

player. It is highly speculative. He is being asked to j 
i 
l 

speculate whether in his judgment a man who might h~ve been 

on the Cttba, let us say, could have made it on the Browns i 
! 

that's a dif.ferent league -- or what.ever. i 
J 

I submit tha~ any answer is utterly wi·tho1it probati·,~ 

valueo 

. THE COTJR'l':: That was my in.i t.ial impr·ession, Mr o 

Topkis, but I wol'!lld be glad to hear from youo 

MRo 'I'OPKIS: . Well, your no11ox p I had hopl.!d th~rt I 
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had qualified Mr. Brosnan as an expert in these matters by 

reason of his having spent so many years in minor and major 

league baseball, with so many teams , and I had hoped that 

his testimony would be admitted on the sa.-ue reasoning that 

permitted Mr. Robinson this morning to testify to the same 

subject matter. 

THE COURl': The particular question that you have 

put at this time is susceptible of the objection, and I am 

going to sustain the objection. 

MR. TOPKIS: Might I inquire of your Honor: On 

the grounds that Mr. Hughes mentions? 

THE COURT: Precisely. If you can rectify it, try 

to do so, and we will try to measure the new approach. 

0 Mr. Brosnan, during your years with major and minor 

league ball clubs, have you made it your business to keep 

familiar with or make yourself familiar with the skills of 

the various players with whom you were associated, both on 

your teams and t..lie other teams? 

A Yes~ I have. 

Q As a matter of fact, Mr. Brosnan, as a relief 

pitcher accustomed to coming into a game on a moment!s notice,! 

was it part of your skill to be conversant with the skills of l 

the players against whom you might be called upon to pitch? 

A Yes: it was. 

Fci .. ('"Yc-:0 11 , Rc -c.1" r- 1v '\J"~' i,., 
•.. ... . ~" -""' · """ : f"J. t . , \ "1. , • ~ a \JI 
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Q Did you make yourself so familiar? 

A To the best of my ability, yes. 

339 

! 

i 
I 
I 
I 

my original.j 

I 
MR. TOPKIS: Now, your Honor, may I have 

question put to the witness again? 

. THE COURT: Mr. Hughes, you are about to rise, and 

I don't like to cut you off. 

MR. HUGHES: I am about to rise and object, your 

Honor. 

THE COURT: I think I CL"ll inclined to take it now. 
.· 

I do not think that as a fact finder I am to assume that 

diligence iri that particular regard that you think is war-

ranted with every player. It all depends on how much he 

encompassed during the course of his time as a player • 

I 

I 
I 
.I 

! 
l 

l 
i 
! 

I am prepazed now to take it, Mr. Hughes, hut I will; 

hear from you. 
I 
I 

MR. HUGHES: Well, I fail to see that the witness I 
has been qualified to give an opinion. The most that has 

been brought out is that as a pitcher he is supposed to know 

something about the batting skills of those players who hap- l 
l 

pen to bat agains·t him, and that is all that has been brough1~j 

out. 

; .. . THE CoURl': I think it 1s admi3sible. The weight 

to be given t.o i t ia an entirely different matter. 

Now,, pu~~ the question. 

& 
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MR. KRAMER: If your Honor please, I have not 

involved myself in the discussion. After the question is 

read, I have an objection on quite a different ground, which 

I believe can be easily cured. 

THE COURT: Read the question, please. 

(Question read. ) 

MR. KRAMER: I think the question, your Honor, miqh1" 

be helpful to everyone if the nother club" were limited to 

a major league club. 

THE COURT: Are you content with that? 

MR. TOPRIS: I will be delighted to accept Mr. 

Kramer's amendment. 

THE COURT: Suppose you put your question egain. 

MR. TCPKIS : Surely • 

Q Mr. Brosnan, during your years in the majors, did 

you from time to time observe players acting as bench 

warmers on one major league club who might, had they been 

in another major league club, been starters? 

A Yes .. 

0 Could you give us some examples? 

A Steve Bilko, Bob Speake. 

MR.HUGHES: Will you go slowly? What was the 

other name, please? 

THE WITNESS: Bob Spo3ke. 
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. A (Continuing) Jack Hollis. I mention those three l 
because in each case I 

THE COURT: i 
No, no. There you have to be careful.,• 

Those are the three 

THE WITNESS: Pardon me. 

THE COURT: What is the next question? 

0 could you tell us with what club Mr. Bilko was playing 
! 
I 

as a second stringer when in your judgment he might have been.j 

a first strinqer elsewhere? 

· ·A Chicago. 

Chicago? 

What club? 

A Cubs. 

0 And what was his position? 

A First baseman. 

0 Who was the first st~i~q f i~st b~e.:."na.~ for the 

CUbs at that time? 

A De~ Fondy .. 

0 And it is your opinion that had Hr. Bilko been play-

in9 with another club in the National League he would have 

been ·a .. starter? 

It was with mine and his • 

MR. HuGI-rgs = What was the answer? 

THE COURT: "Both mine and his o " 

·. }~f.i .. r ;·;;Q ::yr A ~i" ~.~:b c~:--~ur~T ~~rAJSE 

f~.H.J: '.-r ~!:;l} : .. ~.J.<:~; ''- ~ . 'Y._. f\~ .:-··. ~ fJ..{f? T!~ ~.:-:.? r;t~Nt: : CO~rf~ ... ~>.._NJ) :.::.,.£.5F.' :- -
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2 (To the witness) You see what you are doing? 

3 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

THE COURT: Don't do it. I might have to strike 

S substantial portions of your testiDDny. 

6 Q Did Mr. Bilko subsequently play with 

7 clubs as a starter? 

8 A He had previously played with the St. Louis 

9 as a starting first baseman. 

10 Q And subsequent to his employment by the cubs, I 

11 think you said? 

12 A He did 90 to another club, and I can 't think of fhanc 

13 what club it was • 

. ··~ 14 0 Did he act as a starting first baseman with that 
.• .. 

. ts 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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25 

club? 

A Not -- I guess he did at the start of t..~e season 

but not for the entire year. 

0 And how about Mr. Speake? What club was ha with? 

A He also wcswith the Chicago cubs. 

0 What was his position? 

A He was an outfielder. 

0 And subseqt.~ently did he play as a starting out-

fielder with any major league club? 

A 

Q 

He retired -- 110: he did not. 

How about Mr. Hollis? 

SCUYHEJf,N DlSTRICf <X>t.mT H~PCRTER~ 
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A Again, with the CUbs. 

Q And what was his position? 

A He was a second baseman. 

Q And subsequently did he start with any club? 

A I can't answer. I think Milwaukee, but I'm not 

positve, eo I prefer not to answer. 

Q Do you know a ballplayer named Marcus? 

A Bob Marcus. YGS ; I do. 

Q What club was he with when you knew him? 

A He was · with the Beaumont club in the Texas League • . 

MR.TOPKIS: May I have a moment , your Honor? 

THE COURT: Surely • 

Q Now, rv-J.r. Brosnan, down through the years I daresay 

you have known a goodly n1.lll'~er of major league ballplayers~ 

A Yes7 I have. 1 
1 

Q ·· ~'1.d you testified before that you are familiar with j 

the workings of the reserve system1 is that right? 

A I am; yes. 

Q Let me ask you whether if the res~rve system were ij 

~ 
j 

abolished or nrodified, so that players would be free to move! 

from one club to anotherv in your opinion the principal 

Stars Of t...~e game \'.JOUld gravitate to any one or more clubs 1 

or 'Would tha:.r tend to stay with the clubs by which 

· employed? 

thev were i 
.. ·i 

l 
i 
l 
I 
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THE COURT: Will you just wait? 

MR. HUGHES: I object. 

THE COURT: I want to be sure I understand the 

reason for your objection, Mr .. Hughes. 

MR. HUGHES: I don't think he is qualified to give 

an answer. 

TBE COURT: I will take it for whatever I think it 

is worth in the light of his total testimony. 

Honor. 

(To the witness) You may answer • 

THE WITNESS: could I have the question again? 

THE COURT: Surely. Mr. Court Reporter 

(Question read. ) 

MR. HUGHES: Now, I have a further objection, your 

It is two questions in one. 

THE COURT: That is true. Break it up. 

SOUTHERN Df STR!CT COURT REPORTERS 
UM!"i"rEO Sr~ T~S COURT HCNJSc 

Fou:v SQIJAAP.:, n 'f., ~l ':'. 1C007 Teu:PHONE: CJRii...~r;,[l ~'ID 
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Q Lat me ask you tc assume tha~ the reserve system 

were so modified as to permit players to move from one 

club to another. In that circumstance, wculd you expect 

all of the best players to move to the richer clubs, clubs 

bidding highest for services? 
. ' 

MR. HUGHES: I object t~ t~.at, because the 

I 
i 

l 
l 
I 
I 
I 

assumptions there has to he much more than assumption ,
1
. 

of some sort of reserve system change. There is no indica- l 
! 

tion of what the change would be, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. Hughes, you must not forget you 

will have your chance at the witness. The only thing that 

I want to know is whether or no~ the witness understands 

the q1Jestion. 

TEE WITNESS: I doo 

THE COURT: Are you prepared to answer it? 

THE WITNESS : I am. you::.· Hor.oz- 0 

MR. HUGHES: May 1 have ·~he quest5on? 

THE COURT: Yea. Mr. Repor~er, would you be 

good enough to read it. 

{Question reado) 

A No, I would not .• 

THE COURT: The real objection, and I am goi ng 

allow the answer , is that it i s highly suggestive. 

Proceed t o answer o 

S-:?UTHERN DI ST!~ICT OJU~T REPO:~TE.RS 
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2 A No, I would not. 

3 MRo HUGHES: I haven't been objecting on that 

4 ground, your Honor. I think that' e been true throughout • 

5 Q Would you tell the Court, please, Mr. Brosnan, 

6 the reasons for your statement? 

7 MRo HUGHES: Again, your Honor, the same objection. 

8 May I have a continuing objection? 

9 THE COURT: Oh, of course. 

10 Objection overruled. I will allow the witness to 

11 answer. 

12 THE WITNESS: Could I have the question, that 

13 particular question? 

14 TlIE COURT: Certainly. Mro Court Reporter. 

15 

16 

17 

(Question read.) l 
A A professional ballplayer after some years with 

the club - ... we were talking about star::: -- after some years -

18 M.R. HUGF.ES : ~ihat did he say? 

19 r:m. TOPKIS: We were talking about stars. 

THE COURT: T.ake it slowly. 

21 MR. HUGHES: I didn't so understand. 

22 THE COURT: Let's start again. Will you, Mr. 

23 Witness? 

24 
1\ When a ballplayer develops his talents to tha 

25 
point where he is recognized ar-J an outstanding player in a 

~OUTHERN DISTRlCT COURT REPORTERS 

Ui-fffED STATES COOR! HOUSE 
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particular town, with a particular club, his involvement 

with that club and with that town ia of a unique nature, 

that is, he does not want to leave that particular town 

for many reasons. In many case, he will have his family 

there, he will build a homs ·t:h~re, he will have business 

contacts and businesses, probably, there. He is part of 

the community. His social life on and off the field, during 

and off season, is bound up within the community in that 

particular town. For him to go to another town strictly 

on the basis of more money, for a star -- we were talking 

about stars, he ia making good money in the first place 

would not be a good enough reason, in my mind, to leave 

a club with whom he has a solid position. 

O Now, you spoke of various seasons in which you 

moved around from club to club. Once I think you moved 

four times in one season. Was my count right? 

A Five. 

l 
! 
l 

l 
i 

Q Did you find your skills were in any way affectedj 
: 

by these frequGnt moves? 

THE COURT: Yes or no. 

Q Were you able immediately on arrival in a town 

to go on practicing your trade as effectively as before? 

SOUTHERN D!STRICT COURT R.2FORTf!~S 

U~lTED sn.T!:S C-t'tlRT Hrn1s;:: 
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cross 
MRo HUGHES: Thi13 is leading and suggestive, 

your Honoro 

THE COURT: Yes, objection sustained. 

MR. TOPKIS: I have no further questions. 

Thank you, Mro Brosnan. 

THE COURT: Very well. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HUGHES: 

Q Mr. Brosnan, when were you first aware you were 

going to corre to this court as a witness in this case? 

A The date? 

Q Yes, the date. 

A May lsto 

Q And was that pursuant to some kirld of conversatio 

you had with acmebody? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q With whom did you have this conversation? 

A Mr. Bill Iverson. 

Q And Mr. Bill Iverson is one of the attorneys in 

this case? 

A Yes, he iso 

Q Had you known him prior to the conversation? 

A No, I hadn 9 ta 

Q Did he seek you out or did you seek him out? 

A He called me on the phone. 

SCUTHERN DISTRICI GOURT REPORTc~S 
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