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THE WIT?-TESS: I will, sir. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. IVERSON: 

Q Mr. Eagleson, what is your occupation? 

A I am a lawyer. 

O And do you have any contact with professional 

hockey? 

A Yes. I am the executive director of the National 

Hockey League Players Association. 

Q And could you describe the operation and activitie1 

of the Players Association for us? 

A It encompasses the bargaining be~ween players 

and owners and is -- encompasses total membership, from 

every player in the National Hoc~ey League. 

O And how long have you been affiliated with the 

Players Association? 

A Since its birth, in June of 1967. 

O Now, sir, approximately how much time do you devote: 

to the activities of the association? . . 

A I devote two days a week, two and a half days a 

week. 

Q In the course of your activities, you have had oc-

casion to become fa'Tliliar with the rules and the con·tracts 

and constitution of professional Hockey? 

A Reasonably familiar, yes. 
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MR.IVEP..SON: I have three documents which I would 

3 like to have marked. 

4 THE COURl': Please do so, Mr. Clerk. 

5 MR. IVERSON: Plaintiff 'a Exhibits 18, 19 and 20. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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I 
I 

I 
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(Plaintiff's Exhibits 18, 19 and 20 marked for 

identification.) 

O The first document is a printed form, with one page 

on both sides entitled the Standard Players Contract. Would 

you look at this and state whether it is the contract signed 

by players? 

A Yes; it is. 

O l'.nd some material is stricken out on the bac."t? 

A Yes: it is. 

O Are those changes tha~ have been made --

THE COURT: Just a minute~ 

Mr. Hughes? 

MR. HUGHES: Your Honor, the same continuing ob-

jection. 

THE COURT: Yes, indeed. 

A Yes. That's correct. 

0 It is correct that the material stricken out has 

been deleted from the Standard Players Contract? 

A It has been deleted, and certain adjustments have 

been made to the contract by agreement between the Players 
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Association and the owner through a group that is known as 

the i Player-OWner Council. The one reference that has been 

delted is replaced by a -- excuse me -- under Clause 17 witl 

respect to arbitration of salaries in a contract, a new 

arbitration system was adopted last year. 

O I see. Well, we will describe that later. 

Exhibit 19 is a printed document in 13 pages, 

entitled, "The Constitution of the National Hockey League." 

Will you examine that and describe its opention? 

A Yes. This document sets out the arrangements be-
• 

tween the partner or the members of the National Hockey . I 
I 
! 

League and spells out the way in which the clubs handle the i 

operation of their league. 

Q Yes. And Exhibit 20 is a printed document 

entitled "The National Hockey League Bylaws, 0 in 51 pages. 

Are· these the bylaws of the National Hockey League? 

A Subject to --

Q With many changes in them? 

A With that, I arn sure that is the list of the by-

laws. 

MR. IVERSON: If there is no objection, I should 

like to submit these into evidence. 

THE COURT: And by "these" you mean --

MR. IVERSON: Plaintiff's Exhibits 18, 19 and 20, 
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your Honor. 

MR. HUGHES: As to Exhibit 18 for identification, 

no objection except relevancy. 

THE COURT: Yes. Receivedo Mark it, Mr. ~lerk, 

please, in evidence. 

(Plaintiff 'a Exhibit 18 for identification 

received in evidence.) 

MR. HUGHES: On Exhibit 20, no objection except 

as to relevancy. 

THE COURT: Exhibit 20, the bylaws, received in 

evidence. 

(Plaintiff's Exhibit 20 for identification received 

in evidence.) 

THE COURT: That leaves Exhibi·t 19 for identifi-

cation. 

MR. HUGHES: No objection to 19 for identification 

except relevancy. 

THE COURT: Received. 

(Plain-tiff's Exhibit 19 for identification received 

in evidence. ) 

MR. IVERSON: Exhibit 19 is the constitution, your . 

Honor. 

Q Mr. Eagleson, the National Hockey 

League: i s that the highest prof essional hockey l eague? 
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A Yes. 

0 There is no hiqher caliber of hockey played anywher 

on the North American Continent? 

A No. 

0 I see. Now, I would like to read Section 17 of the 

Standard Players Contract, which reads: 

aThe club aqrees that it will, on or 1IDefore 

September 1st next f ollowinq the season covered by 

this contract, tender to the player personally or 

by mail, directed to the player at his address set out 

below hereto a contract upon the same terms as this 

contract save as to salary. The player hereby under-

takes that he will at the request of the club enter into 

a contract for the followinq season, upon the same 

terms and conditions as this contract, save as to 

salary, which shall be determined by mutual agreement." 

Could you describe to the Court the operation of 

that section? 

A It is considered by me, and I am sure by most, to 

be simply a life-time option clause and that a player once 

he signes the contract, sines that is the standard contract 

of the league, signs with a team for life. 

0 And every player in pr of essional hockey or in the 

National Hockey League siqns a standard contract? 
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A To my knowledge, yes. 

Q To your knowledge, have any contracts that have been 

signed not contained a paragraph similar to Paragraph 17? 

A No. To my knowledge they all have that clause in-

eluded. 

Q I would like to read Section 11 which reads: 

"It is mutually agreed that the club shall have 

the right to sell, sign, exchange and transfer this 

contract and to loan the player's services to any other 

professional hockey club, and the player agrees to 

accept and be bound by such sale, exchange, assignment, 

transfer or loan and will faithfully perform and carry 

out this contract with the Sarn8 purpose and effect as 

if it had been entered into with the player and such 

other club. n 

Now, this section obviously allows the club to 

trade players, as the phrase is used. 

To your knowledge, have any contracts signed by 

National Hockey League players not contained such paragraph? 

A To my knowledge, most or all of them contain that 

clause, but some contracts have additions to them which 

would give players greater p:rivileges. 

Q Could you describe the nature of those additional 

provisions? 
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A There would be an additional clause in sane cases 

that would simply say, "No cut, no trade" or spell out these 

details out at length. 

Q Some --

A There would be 

Q Some contracts do allow the player a veto over any 

trade? 

A Yes, and others include a clause which would permit 

the player to renegotiate with his new club, if he is 

traded. This power generally rests with the stars. 

Q I see. 

A Or the super-stars. 

Q What would be in your experience -- what is the 

ef fact of the renegotiation clause? Do players in fact 

renegotiate their salary, and do they normally recaivG a 

salary increase? 

A Yes. I would say it is beneficial to have that 

clause included, so that the player who has then been traded· 

for is now an asset of the new club. He is in a better 

position to bargain. 

Q And in some cases is that increase in salary a 

substantial one? 

A Yes. 

Q I would like to read Section 1, which says at the 
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beginning: 

"The club hereby employs the player as a skilled 

hockey player for a term of one year . commencing October 

19~ and agrees subject to the terms and conditions 

here to pay the player a salary of~·" 

there are some. 

Q There are. Do you know of contracts that have 

lasted for five years? 

A Yes. 

Q Are those no:r.rnally what we would call bilateral 

contracts3 in that.the club agrees to employ the · player for : 
; 1 

five years, and the player agrees to play for the club for · 

five years? 

A On the surface, that would appear to be the case, 

but indications show that it is not the case, in tha-:: the 

player is bound to tha club for the five-yaar term, but 

the club is not bound to the player for the same t e rm. 

Q I see. Perhaps it might be helpf ul if I re~d 

Section 13, which states: 

"The c l ub may t e rmi n ate this contract upon written 
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notice to ~he player but only after obtaining waivers from 

all other league clubs. If the player shall at any time 

fail, refuse or neqlect to obey the club's rules qoverning 

training and conduct of players, fail, refuse or neglect to 

render his services hereunder or in any other manner breach 

this contract or fail in the opinion of the club's manaqement: 

to exhibit sufficient skill or competitive ability to warrant: 

further employment as a member of the club's teamw 

Now, would this section normally be included in a 

multi-year contract? 

A Yes. 

Q So that if it was included the club would, although 

the contract was nominally for a term of five years, have 

the right to cut the player, release him at any time? 

A That' s correct. I think they have to give, as 

I recall, two weeks -- two weeks' notice. 

Q There are additional provisions regarding 

A In other words, it could be a five-year contract 

for the player and a two-week contract for the cl~b. 

Q I see. Now, to your knowledge, have there been 

any professional hockey contracts for a period of or,1e year 

which did not contain a termination provision o~ this sort? 

A · To my knowledge, that clause has always been in-

elude d in such contract, but aqain additions have on occasioi 
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been made which would undermine the strength of that sectiol. • 

In other words, the phrases, again, 11No cut, no trade" woul 

indicate that the club was bound as well as the player. 

O So there have been contracts for a period of more 

than one year assigned, which by additional language pre-

vented the club from cutting the player? 

A Correct. 

O Now, do professional hockey teams have a reserve 

clause? Could you describe the operation of that :r:eserve 

list? 

A They have -- there are several lists in profeusiona 

hockey, but the reserve list as such or the protected player 

list -- I suppose it is better kno\om as 

is compiled by the clubs before the annual intra-league 

draft, and at each session, usually in June of each year, 

the club lists the players it will protect, and generally 

that number is 18 players, and after that list is in total 

submitted to the league itself, all other players who are 

not on that protected list are subject to draft by ti'le othe1· 

member clubs in the -league. 

Q You say that normally the reserve list or player 

protected list is limited to 18 players. could you perhaps 

from your f amilia:rity refer me to the provision C:"lf either 

the cons titution or the bylaws that states that? 
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A Perhaps I can. This is amended by the owners 

with respect to draft lists for new clubs. For example, 

on the draft list they are allowed to protect 15 players 

plus two goal tenders. 

0 Yes? 

A But I can •.t -- let me take a look -- excuse me --

Section 4, entitled "Lea<JUe Player Lists" -- this refers, 

0 4, subsection 1: The president shall keep with respect 

to each member club the following player lists: 

"(a) Reserve list. 

"(b) Goal keepers' reserve list. 

"(c) Negotiation list. 

"(d) Voluntarily retired list., 

"(e) Play-offs' eligibility list. 

"{f) Sponsorship list. 

•(g) Protected list. 

•(h) Inactive list." 

The list I was referring to , then, is 4(1) (g). 

O Yes. And now 

MR·. IVERSON: Excuse me, your Honor. 

first time we have had this document. 

THE COURT: Yes. Take your time. 
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Q Referring to your Section 16A of the bylaws, 

Exhibit 20, 16A provides that: 

"Not later than three hours after the completion 

of the annual selection (drafting) of players from otherclub 

of oUl.!.l:' ~-eagues, each member of the club shall file with 

the president a full list of eighteen players and two goal-

keepers who are eligible for claim under this bylaw which 

list shall be known as the club's 'Protected List' and the 

players thereon shall be exempt from the operation of this 

bylawo" 

Could you describe the purpose of the protected 

list and its operation? 

A The results of the protected list -- I am not 

sure of the purposes -- the results of the protected list 

MRo HUGHES: Your Honor, I object. 

THE COURT: Sustainedo 

MR. IVERSON : I will · rephrase the question, 

your Honor. 

Q Could you describe what the play€rs protected 

list is? 

A The protected list is the group of eighteen 

players w·ho are on then the playing rosteJ':' .for the following 

season of the National Hockey League clubs and the specific 

provisicn that applies .to those eighteen players that does 

SOUTHERN DI STRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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j 

I player. not apply to non-protected liat players is that those 

3 may be aent indiscriminately to minor leagues without being 

4 wa.ivedo 

5 MR. HUGHES: I object to characterizations. He 

6 can describe the facts. I move to strike the word 

7 "indiscriminately." 

8 THE COURT: ·Would you read for me, please, the 

9 answer? 

10 (Answer read • ) 

11 THE COURT: Motion deniedo 

12 Q Could you continue? 

13 A Just give me the last phrase. Oh, without. being I 
14 waived on by the other member clubs in the National Hockey 

15 League. So that a player can be s~nt 'to the minor hockey 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

systems without being given the opportunity to play in the 

National Hockey League with another team. 

Q Lat me read to you Section 16A.3 of the bylaws 

which states: 

"The distribution of the protected lists supplied 

by the member clubs shall constitute an offer by each member 

club to sell to any other member club for the amount of 

$30,000 u.so currency each" -- and then subsection (a) -­

"any professional player, other than a 'first-year' pro-

fessional, not included on its Protected List whose services 
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belong to that club whether -thg player's name is on its 

own Reserve List or the Reserve Liet of any other club 

when that member club has .a right of repurchase or other 

proprietary interest in the player, or."' ·-subparagraph {b) 

deals with amateur playerso 

Would the operation of l6A.3, subsection (a) be 

that any player not included on cl prctec'ted list is subject 

to draft at the stated purchas~ price by any other club? 

A That is correcto 

Q There are apparently twenty players on a p~otacted 
I 

list, eighteen players and two goalkeepers. ~-fnat is the 

size of the active ros·ter of a National Hockey League team?. 

A It varieso Some clubs carry as many as twenty-

two players during the course of a season. ·There have been 

inatances of twenty-three and twenty-four. Generally they 

carry twenty players on a rester, and at certain dates 

they must have specific players who are considered to be 

active and that number is sighteen to a certain date, and 

then reduced, I think, to seventeen during the season. 

Q For those of us that are unfamiliar with how 

professional hockey is played, can you tell the Court the 

extent to which these 20, 21, 22, 23 players would norrnalJ.y 

be active players pla.:?ing in a substantial part of the game? 

A Generally speaking, teams have three forward 
,.,~ 
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lines, a center, a right wing and left wing, three 

full lines; two or three defense pairs. So that's another · -

generally they carry five, but often they carry six defense-

men. Then they have specific duty players, penalty killers 

for example, people who are players who are more defensive-

oriented than others. 

Q Are they placed in the game when there is another 

player in the penalty box --

THE COURT: Please wait until the question is 

finished and please wait, counsel, until the answer ia 

completed. 

MR. IVERSON: I am sorry, your Honor. 

Q So adding those up it would be, if there were 

three forward lines and three defense lines, that would add 

up to fifteen playara and two or more penalty killers, plus 

a minimmn usually of two goalkeepero? 

A That is correct. 

Q So that the active roster of number of players 

who can be expected to play in a given game would be approx-

imately nineteen or twenty? 

A Eighteen or nineteen. 

Q So that the protected list isv for practical 

purposes, the same size as the roster of players who 

actively play in galll0s? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPO,~TERS 
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2 A Yes. 

3 Q Now let roe read to you Section 4 of the Standard 

4 Player's Contract from Exhibi1~ 180 That states that: 

5 "The Club may from time to time during the 

6 continuance of this contract establish rules governing 

7 the conduct and conditioning of the player,and such rules 

a shall form part ~f this contract as fully as if herein 

9 written . For •riolation of any such rulings or for any 

10 conduct impairing the thorough and faith~ ~ discharge of 

11 the duties incumbent upon the player, the Club may impose 

12 a reasonable fine upon the player and deduct the amount 

13 thereof from any money due or to become due to ~he player. 

14 "The Club may also suspend the playe~ for viola-

15 tion of any such rules~ When the player i s fined or sus-

16 pended he shall be given notice in writing stating the amoun 

17 of the fine and/or the duration of the suspension and the 

18 reason therefor." 

19 From your experience do professional hockey leagu·~ 

20 teams f rom time to time fine or nuspend players? 

21 A Yes. 

Q Could you describe the process by which this 

23 is carried out, whether there is a hearing, whether ther~ 

24 is an appeal to t he president o f the l eague ? 

A With respect to any fine 1 the player pra3umably 

SOUTYERN DISTRICT COURT R~:PORTERS 
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has the right of appeal although it is not spelled out 

specifically in any agreemen~o The Players Association 

will carry the burden for a player in any given instance. 

When it involves matters of discipline, if a player is 

overweight or if he breaks training curfew, if the fine is 

reasonable no challenge is made to it. In other cases, 

however, where suspensions have been made by clubs without 

what the Association considers to be without proper grounds, 

the Association then appeals that matter to the president 

of the National Hockey League. 

Q And the president reviews and ha3 power ·to set 

aside or modify the discipline? 

Q To your knowledge, has any player ever been 

disciplined for talking with a lady · in a hotel lobby? 

A Not to my knowledgeo 

Q To your knowledge, has a player ever been dis-

ciplined because of the length of his hair? 

A No. I should amend thato About three years 

ago Mr. Imlach,. Hunch Irnlach -- the nama "Hunch" connotes 

at any event, there was an issue of sideburns at training 

camp, and the players were advised not to come to camp 

with sideburnso Most complied but some didn't, and 

although there were threats of fines, to my knowledge none 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OJURT REPORTERS 
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were levied. 

Q And the sideburns remained? 

A On some, yes. 

Q On some playerso 

THE COURT: You seem to be challenging that 

7 yourself o 

8 Q Mro Eaglason, is there what might be callod a 

9 minor league system affiliated with professional hockey? 

10 so, could you describe it to the Court? 

l 1 A Yea. There are three leagues, professional 

12 leagueso One is the Central Hockey League, the second is 

13 the American Hockey League and the third is the Western 

I 

14 

15 

16 

Hockey League. As to how they 

leagues in the same manner as 

except that in many instances 

operate, they run their hocke:l 

the National Hockey League 

the players on the rosters 

17 of the clubs in the American ar.d Weatarn Leagues are loaned 

18 by National League Clubs and in tha CGntral League 

19 clubs are in fact owned, I think now, 100 per cent of the 

National League Clubs themselves. I 

So to summarize your testimony, the Central LeaguJ, 21 

cases by 

Q 

22 and I take it that is the lowest or the lower of the two 

23 minor league tiers 

A The Central League people would question it 

2~ insofar as ability is concerne~, but I would think it is 
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fair to say that the Central League is the primary level, 

the secondary level includes the American and the Western 

Leagues on an even basis, and the National League at the 

third level. 

Q The Central League teams are owned by NHL teams? 

A Yes. 

Q And the American and Western League teams, 

you say that these players frequently are on loan from the 

National Hockey League teamso Are they loaned on an indivic-

ual basis or will commonly a NHL team have an agreement 

with a particular club or clubs? 

A In most cases a working arrangement exists betweer 

a specific club. However, there have been examples of 

a player being loaned from one National League organization, 

one National League club, on one occasion to three different 

Central League teams in one year. So it depends on the 

circumstances. 

Q From your knowledge, do the National Hockey LeaguE 

teams contribute substantially to support these minor league 

teams and leagues? 

A Yes, they do 3 To the Central League particularly .. 

I ~hink the extent of financial participation in the Western 

and American Leagues is limited, to my knowledge, to player 

help. 
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Q Finally, from your kncwledge of the game, 

would you say that professional hockey; while you have bean 

affiliated with it and following it, has bean characterized 

by the highest order of integrity and public confidence 

in the sport? 

A I think that is a fair statement, yes. 

MR. IVERSON: Could I consult with my colleagues? 

THE COURT: Certainlya 

(Pause.) 

MR. IVERSON: No further questions, your Honor. 

MR. HUGHES: Your Honor, as I understand it, 

the plaintiff subpoenaed the National Hock~y Leagua and Mr. j' 

Lawrence Campbell, the president of that league, I run informed 

is here in court today. I am not aware whether Mr. E·.;,gleso1] 

was subpoenaed or noto In any case, I riae to inquire 

as to whether the plaintiff intends to call Mr. Campbell 

because it may have some bearing on the nature and extent ancJ 

scope of the cress-examination of Mr. Eagleson. 

THE COURT: Let' a find outo Ia Mr. Campbell 

in court, actually in court? 

A VOICE: Yes, sir. 

MR. TOPKIS: If your Honor please, at the time 

th.r.-t we sought to obtain Mr. Campbell's testimony we 

didn't know Mr. Eagleson would be available. 
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to do the best we could. 

I can now advise the Court that in view of 

Mr. Eagleson's testimony I see no reason to take up the 

Court's time with Mr. Campbell's. 

I realize wa have inconvenienced him and for 

that he has of course our apologies, but I don't really 

think we need him. 

MR. HUGHES: May we have a few minutes recess? 

THE COURT: Certainly. Announce a short 

recess, Mr. Clerk. 

THE CLERK: A short rece3s. All rise. 

(Recess.) 
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