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THE COURT: Yes, surely.

(Pause.)

MR. TOPKIS: We nave no further questions.

Thank you, Mr. Campbell. And we do appreciate
your coming down.

THE COURT: Cross examine.

MR. HUGHES: Mr. Hoynes.

THE COURT: Mr. Hoynes, certainly.
CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. ROYNES:

Q Mr. Campbell, with feference to Plaintiff's Exhibit

18, the player's contract or Standard Player's Contract of
the National Hockey League, i3 i1t ncot true that Paragraph 21

of that contract provides as follows:

"It is severally and mutually agreed that the only
contracts recognized by the Presidert of the league ars

the Standard Player's Contracts which have been duly executeci

and filed in the league’s office and approved by him and
that this agrzement containg the entire agreement betwe2n thé
parties and there are no oral or written inducements, pronises
or agraements except as contained herein"?

A That is the standard prevision, vyes,

Q Pursunant fo tha* paragraph, then, vou, as the

administrative head of the National Hockey League, woculd not |

give effect to collataral promises or agreemants?

|H
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That is corract.

Is it not also true, Myr. Campbell, with reference

to Plaintiff's Exhibiz 20, the National Hockay League by-
laws, that Paragraph 2 of Section 2 provides as follows
with reference ¢o the Standard Player’'s Contract:

“The provisions thereof shall not be changed or
derogated from excep: as may be aathorized by resoclution !
of the Governors."

Is that cozrect?

A That’s corrsct.
Q Who are the CGovernoxrs?
a The Governors are the individuals designated by

each mewmber club, one e¢ach, and they ceonstitute the CGovernor:
of the league.

Q So zhat as I wead the bylaws of tha National ﬁockeyj
League, ybu would have no power {0 approve a variance irn the
Staﬁdax&

Player Contract. The power to approve such a

iz vested exclusively ia this Board of Governors

who must act byvresolution?

A That's éérfect. I have no discretion in the matte;
at ail. A

0 Hag there Gvei Seen an instance in which t¢the Board

of Governors has actad to approve a variation inz Standard |

Player Contract; to your knowledge?

(8 [
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A Not during ny term of office.
0 How long have ycu been President of the National

Hockey league, Mr. Campbzil?

A Since September the 4, 1945. I am in my 24th year,
I think.

Q So your expexience covers guite a span?

A Well, yes.

Q Mr. Campbell, Mr. Topkis, in examining Mr. Eagleson
elicited the information that there are other minor, if you
will, hockey leagues.

A Yeasg.

Q Wcﬁld you expiain to the Court in some detail zhe
player development relationship that those leaguea hawe +o
the Naticnal Hockey League and the extent to which those
leagues are subsidized or otherwise iaceive suppcrt frcm
the National Hogkey League?

A Yes. So long as I h&ve been azsscciated with heckey,
or certainly since the early thirties, there have heen ar-

rangements made, two sets of arrangements, one made with

the so-callead minor leagues —-- I don't iike to call them tha
but that is what they are generally referred to as -- and al:

with the Canadian Amateur Heckey Association and the Amateur |

Heckzy Asscciation of the United States, both of which are

extremely important and designed primarily to regulataz the
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relatione between us so that we don't do each other any
injury and.to accommodate the provision of players to minor
league clubs, and also o provide for the drafting of players
and even ﬁore important, as far as they are concerned, for
us providing players for them.

In addition to that we have a very large supporting
pregran for amateur hockey which #his year, this past season
we paid over $800,000 to the Canadian Amateur Hockey Associ-
ation to assist them in the development of amateur hockey.

Ncw, the way in which we provide players to the mina
league clubs -- there are two ways: One of our teams might
become the owner of a minor league cperation, a team in

any one of the three leagues. In fact, we own all of the

teams. The National Hockey Laague teams own all the member%

clubs in this Céntzal Hockey lLeague because it is Qhat we
éaii ?zimarilyﬁa playér devalcpnent league, noﬁ a gaﬁe
raceipt léague, it
. . Now, in additién to that our clubs own , the

Naticnal Hockéy Leégue teaﬁs-oﬁﬁ ﬁhreé of the mémber'clubs
of thé.Amefkan.Hockey League and they recently acgqguired ;ne
in the Wesﬁernxﬂockey League and~thare ére aim§st an uniimit
nuﬁber of affiliations, loaning arraﬁgemeﬁts.of ﬁarious kind;

Now, that ig the first way in which we operate.

The seccnd thing is we might loan players direcily :
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to clubs with whom they had no official affiliation and
this, the terms, the conditions under which these arrange-
ments are made are set out in this joint affiliation agree-
ment.

Then there is another way in which we assist them
in order to build up their own strength, and that is by a
process called the reverse draft. This is the final draft
which takes place each year and it works out this way:
That although the National Hockey League member clubs may
have a proprietary interest in a very, very large number of
players, could easily have throuvgh arrangements with other
affiliates, once per year our National Hockey League teams
restrict themselves to a list of 37 players and every other
player outside, that is owned or which the National Hockey
League team has a proprietary interest in, is made available
for claim by minor league clubs at half the normal draft
price, in other words, at $15,000, and this is a very im-

portant part of their operations.

SCUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPCRTERS
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£9/1 2 i Mr. Campbell, how many players suit up and are

3 ready to play in a National Hockey League reqular season

4 game?

3 A A regular season game is sixteen players and two

6 goal keepers.

7 Q I believe Mr. Eagleson testified to a somewhat larger

8 and varying number. Would you éxplain the difference?

i A Yes; I can. I think so. This is a game in which

10 there are a substantial number of injuries. They occur at

n unexpected times, and sometimes the injuries are not of a

12 character that would justify their being kept out of play

13 for any great length of time. So rather than send -- say,

" keep them around and -- or send them to the minor leagues

o to play themselves back into condition, in which case they

i weculd have to stay a minimum of two weeks, what the club

e frequently does is that it carries those players just --

B with the rest of the team, and they work out, and they get

19 treatment and so on, and eventually they get to practice

2« with the team when they axre back fit again or reasonably

21 fit -- maybe not fully fit toplay ih a regular league game,

2z but they are kept around for this reason.

z Q But they are not qualified to play?

i A Oh, no.

" Q They are in a supernumerary status?

SCUTHERN DISTRICT CDURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE
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A Oh, no. They can only play if they are listed on
the official roster for “hat game.

Q And if they returned to the official roster, and
that roster was already occupied by .sixteen players and
two goalies, one of those players would have to be removed;
is that correct?

A That is correct.

Q I beiieve you menticned that thirty-seven playvers
would be held in control or on the reserve list. 1Is that
a correct statement?

A This is correct. That is the -- the present reaerv

——t-

list is a consolidation of what was previously -- what were :
previously three lists. They used to be aplayer list of

30. There was a professional goal keepers' list of three

and a negotiation list of four. Those —-- that’s the
thirty-seven that are considered to be untouchable --- shall
I put it that way -- in the reverse draft.

Q And that is thirﬁy-seven as compared to an active
group on the ice ready to play hockey of a total of eighteen?

A That's right, and it could include and probably-vogld
include all negotiation -- all players designated as
negotiation nominees would be amateurs, of course, and
thexs cannot be more than four. Thexre conuld be as many as

1

three professional goal ke=epers, and inciuded in the thirty-
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séven might be some very high class amatueur candidates,
what we call unsigned draft choices.

Q With reference to your earlier answer to my question
about the player davelopment arrangement in hockey, would
you say it is fair to say that you have extensive and
expensive player development arrangements?

A Yes. This is one of the really serious problems
of professional hockey, is that we do have to develop our
own talent. There's no sources of material, of playing
material available to us any place else except from the in-
stitutions and the organizations which we support, none what-
ever.

The universities -- some of our players from Canada
come down and they play in upwards of fifty colleges, I
imagine, but them are no native trained players that have --
I should not say none. There may be three or fourin the
United States. Thersfore, the player development, early
player development is really in the amateur ranks, which
we support. Then they are recruited or whatever term you
use, to get them to American colleges, where hockey has
become very popular, and they frequently -- they -- now we

get many players frcm United States colleges, but they are

expatriated Canadians.

Q Mr. Campbell, considering the extensive and expensira

UMITED STATES COURT NGUSE
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player development costs and arrangements which hockey has,
and referring only to your sport and to none other for the
moment, what is your opinion about the reasonableness and
necessity of player control arrangements which the National
Hockey League clubs enjoy through their contract and bylaw
provisions?

A Well, let me say this: If it were not for the
security which the league affords to its members, in other
words, tha all members afford to one another as to the
proprietary interet which they can maintain in the talent
which they develop, it just couldn't be done. Nocbedy would
run tha& hazard. It would be quite impossible, and the cost
is tremendous.

I would think that on the average, our minor leagque
operations, including scouting and things of this character,
would rspresent a net loss to every club of upwards of
$200,000 per year.

Q So that in your sport, with its particular needs
and requirements, including specifically the player
development costs, player control arrangaments are a necessa

and vital part of your existence?

A If it were not for that assurance, no one would

spend that kind of money. They just couldn't.

Q With reference,again, to Plaintiff's Exhibit 20

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE
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of the National Hockey League bylaws, is there not a provisici
in these bylawa relating to an amateur draft?
A That is correct.
I believe that provision is --
16(b).
Section 16 (b)?
That's right.

Would you describe the amateur draft?

B D DR 10

Yes. Down to 1966, it had been the practice,
authorized practice of professional NHL and other professiona.
teams to be permitted to specifically sponsor two individual
amateur teams from whose rosters the sponsoring club would be
able to recruit without interference from anyone else such
talent as they had developed. They paid the expenses of

all this -- the individual clubs did -- and they just took
the players up in the ordinary way. This was considered to
be an unrealistic practice so far as the expansion of our
league was concerned when it occurred in 1967, because of
the fact that -- in other worﬁs; previously there had only
been a total, I think, of fifty-four sponsored teams all
together. The best territories in which to operate had

already been taken up, so that for the six new divisicn

teams there would be -- they would be terxyibly outclassed
in the sponsoxships which they would be able to develop at
SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REFPORTERS
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that time.

Thére was also some feeling on the part of the
maateurs that perhaps there was a greater measure of par-
ticipation in their affairs by reason of this sponsorship,
and they invited us to withdraw, which we did. Wé abandoned
all sponéorship, and in return thsy said, "We will welcome
your conduct of a universal amateur draft, but we want
you to undertake, in addition to that, that you will not
take any players at all any place in professipnal hockey
who have not graduated from junior hockey, in other words,
who have not exhausted their eligibility,®” which is based
on undar twenty on December 318t of the yearin which they
play.

Now, this arrangement has worked cut quite well.
These players or at least the teams from which these

players are drafted ara compensated, not as extemnsively

as some of them would like, but we are taking steps to have]

that increased, and the program seems to be working out

quite well. There are -~ there have been, I would think,

aens matamy

abcut -- on the average I would think there would be about

75 to 85 players drafted in each year.

Q Do the clubs in the National Hockey League draft

g

in any particular order?
A Yes. We have -- since we have a rather elaborate
SOUTHIERN DISTRICT CCURT REPORTERS
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play-off system, we used to have an arrangement by which the

non-play-off'clubs took priority, but that is no longer
true. Last year we modified this bylaw you have just referrao
to, amateur draft bylaw, 16(b) to provide that they will draf
in inverse order of their points standing at the end of the
previous season, without regard to which division they are
in.

Q So that the effect of this draft is to equalize
the playing strength among the clubs by permitting the lowest
ranking club to have the primary choice?

A That's precisely the objective, yes.

Q Mr. Campbell, in Mr. Eagleson's testimony he referrad

to a draft which I will characterize as an intra-league draft

A Yes.

Q -~ to distinguish it from the amateur or pre-season
draft.

A Yes.

Q I believe Mr. Eagleson stated that in the amateur
draft, each National Hockey League club wouid protect or
could protect twenty players; is that correct?

A 18 players and 2 goal keepers, yes.

Twenty in total?

Yes.

o P 0

And that players above that limit which were under

- SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES COURT HOUSE
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contract to that club could be drafted by a brother National
HockeyALeague club?

A That is correct. I should say there are two ex-
emptions in additicn to that you shouldkeep in mind. All
first-year professionals and all amateurs under twenty-two
years of age. The reason for the under twenty-two yesars
of age is to give the club which has made the amateur draft
claim in the preceding year the protection of one more year
in order to have a lcok at him.

Q So it is 20 players under contract to the National
Hockey League club, all players who are still in their
first year of hockey play, and amateur players whc have
been drafted but not yet signed during the period of a year
following their draft?

A Yes, sir. That is correct. And the object -- thei
object here, once again, just so that you won't get the
impression that this is somebody taking from someone else --
every time a claim is made in the intra-league draft -~- if
I am a claiming club, I am the manager of a claiming club,
when I claim a player from some other club that is rnot oa

its protected list, then I mwt place the player claimed on

my protected list and drop the player, one player from my
list,who can immediately be taken up by the club from which

I made the claim, in order to keep the balance in total

SCUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES CCURT HOUSE
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personnel.’

Q So that if you can only protect twenty players --

A Yes.

Q -- and you find a player unprotected in some other
club that you would dearly like to have, you must expose
one of your twenty players to the draft in order to claim
that player, that desirable player, and place him on your
roster?

A That is correct.

SOUT;-IERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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FOLEY SQUARE, M.Y., N.Y, 10007  TELEPHONE: CORTLAMD 74580




Tk 10

]

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

2

A

gwb-1 Campball-cross 585

Q Just one other very brief question, Mr. Campbell.
Are you an attorney?

A Yes, I am.

Q Did you practice law for a period of time?

A I did.

Q Were you involved in the post-war Crime Commissior
operations in Europe?

A Yes, I was associate counsel for éhe Canadian

War Crimes trials which were conducted in Northwest Germany
at the conclusion of the war, yes.
MR. HOYNES: Thank you, I have no further
questions.
MR. TOPKIS: Just a few questions, if I may.
THE COURT: First I will call on Mr. Kramer.
MR. TOPKIS: I beg your pardon, Mr. Kramer.
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. KRAMER:
Q I think the record should reflect your home
address and your office address.
A Yes, My office is at 922 Sun Life Building,

Montreal 110.

Q And what is your home address?

A My home address is Apartment 802, 3465 Red Path
Avenue,

Q In Montreal?

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UMITED STATES CCURT HOUSE
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redirect

A Montreal 109,

Q . And everybody I believe knows this, but how many
players are there of a team on the ice at any one time?

A The limit prescribed by the rules is six.
Occasionally more than that get ocut there.

Q Did I understand you to say that it is costing
$200,000 per year per club, you estimated, for ycur players'
development program?

A That is right. That's besides the contribution
which each ' club must make to produce this amateur support
that I spoke of.

Q My question iz how many clubs are there now in
the National Hockey League?

A There are twelve active as of now. We have added
two which will be active in the 1970-'71 season.

MR. KRAMER: Thank you.
THE COURT: Now Mr. Topkis.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. TOPKIS:

Q Mr., Campbell, I see in the Uniform Player's
Contract -- the Standard Player's Contrect, rather, a
provision, and I am referring to Paragraph 17, which reads
as follows:

"The player hereby undertakes that he will at

the request of the Club enter into a contract for the

SOUTHERN DISTRICT CQURT REFORTERS
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