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THE COURT: Yes, surely. 

(Pause.) 

MRo TOPKIS: We have no further questions. 

Thank you, Mr~ C~npbell. And we do appreciate 

your coming down. 

THE COURT: Cross examine. 

MR. HUGHES: Mr. Haynes. 

THE COURT: Mr. Haynes, certainly. 

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. HOl'NES: 

Q Mr. Campbell, with reference to Plaintiff's Exhibit 

186 the player's contract or Standard Player's Contract of 

the National Hockey League~ is it not true that Paragraph 21 

of that contract provides as follow3: 

"It is se·1~rally ~1d ;nutually agreed that the only 

contr.::.-=ts recognized by the Presiderl:. of the leo.g1:!~ ar~ 

i 
the Standard Player's Contracts which have been duly executed 

l 

and filed in ti1<':! league's office and approved by him and 
l 
:t 

that this agr~emen-?:. contains the entire agreement. be·t we en thi:. 

Parties and there ara no oral or written inducements 1 oromisE~s 
- j 

l 
l or agr2emen·ts excep·c as contained herein"? 

A That is the standard pY-ovisi on , 

Q Pursuant to tha.t parag:ni.ph , then; you3 as th~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
l 

administrati~·e h~ad of the Nation al Hockey League, would not l 
gi v~' effect to collat8r <ll p :=cmisl!s or ag:ree:::n~nts ~' I 

l 
I 

l 
I 
l 
' 
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A That is correcto 

Q Is it not also true~ Mr. Campbell, with reference 

to Plaintiff's Exhibit 20: t.he National Hockey League by-

laws,. that Paragraph 2 of Section 2 provides as follows 

with reference to the Standard Player's Contrac·t: 

"The provisions thereof shall no't be changed or 

derogated from ej!:cep·l: as may be authorized by resolution 

of the Governors." 

Is ·that coxrect? 

A That 5 s correct. 

Q Who are the Govexnors? 

A The Gove~:noxs are the individuals designated by 
l 

each mer.ibex club, one each, and they constitute the Gov.e-rnor ~ 

! of ~~e league. 

• . 1 

Q So 'that. as I :;:ead -Chi;; bylaw$ of the National Hockey J 

i 
League~ you would have no poi.;er to approve a variancB ili ·;,:he l 
Standard Player Cont~acto The power to approve such a 

variance is vested exclusively ,in this Board of Gove:;.-nors 

who must act by resolution? 

I 
j 
i 
I 
I 
I 
] 

A That's correct:. i 
! have no discretion in the matte:; 

i 
at all. l 

Q Has there ever been an insf.:ance in which the Board I 
~ 
ii 
ii of Go~.;ei."no~s has acted -to approve a v~riat.ion in .. ~a Standard 

Player Contract~ to your knowlGdge? 
l 
j 
I 
j 

l 
l 
l 
I 

! 
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A Not during my terru of office. 

Q How long have yea been President of the National 

Hockey League, Mr. Catnpbell? 

A Since September the 4, 1946. 1 am in my 24t.h year, 

I think. 

Q So your e>:pe!Cicncs covers qui ·ce a span? 

A Well, yes. 

Q Mr. Campbell, Mi:. Topkis, in exaD'~ning Mr. Eagleson! 

elicited the information that there are other minor, if you 

will, hockey leagues. 

A Yes. 

Q Wculd you explilin to the Court in some de·tail the 

playei.· developmant relationship that -those leagues halTe to 

the Naticnal Hockey League ~nd the extent to which those 

leagues are subsidized or otherwise r3ceive supper~ f r.era 

the National clockey League? ; 
l , 

A Yes. So long as I hE..;ve been associated with hcck:.2y, j 

or c~rtainly since the early t.hirties, there have been ar-
l 
J 
l 

i 
r~gaments made, two S·ets of arrangernents, one made wi.th I 
the so-call~d minor leagues -- I don et like to call the1n th"'·" ar 
but that is what th2y are generally referred to as -- and a1:1•.o 
wi ~h tho Cru."1,'!lui~ Amataur Hockey A.;:;sociation and the Amate.ur 

Hcck8y Associat5.on of th(:'! United States 1 both of which a:r.e 

extremel y importai1t and designed primarily to regulat.e t he 

U;'( ~ · ·;:.::D 3"'f3·,~·~s C.;:~.u::rt ~~ ,~~.}JS2 

F0 Lt:Y s1 .. ~~..:.~RE , ~\:. Y ... '.·'.'.. "<~ 1.~)::t1? · ;· . : ~ .. ~ : :1 ~;{}~!2: .··~:c~.~~~ .. r\>./\~-:;t: ·;~.a:: 

! 
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relations between us so that we don't do each other any 

injury and to accommodate the provision of players to minor 

league clubs, &nd also to pxovide for the drafting of players1 

and even more importantl as fa~ as they are concerned, for 

us providing players for themo 

In addition to tha'i: we have a very large supporting 

program foz amateur hockey which this year, this past season 

we paid over $800,000 to the ca,adiai1 Amateur Hockey Associ- l 
ation to assist them in the development cf amateur hockey. ~ 

Now, the way in ~'frhich we provide players to the mincjr 
I 
; 
! 

league clubs -- there are two ways: One of our teams might I 
become the owner of a minor league operation, a team in I 

I 
a:n.y one of the three leagues. In fact, we own all of the ! 
teams. . ' •me National Hockey League teams own all tl'le member j 

. ! 

clubs in this Central aockey League because it is what we ~ 

·I call pximarily a player dev~lopment league, not a gate 

receipt league. 

Now, in addition to that oux clubs own , the 

National Hockey Leagl.1e teams own three of the member clubs 

of the ~~TP-r~ Hockey League and they racently acquir~d one 

~ 
l 
I 
j 
j 
I 
I 
I 
1 

. . . . I 

in the Western Hockey League . and there ar~ almost an unlimitta 

number of affiliations, loaning ax~angements of various kindf. 

New, that is the first way in which we operate. l 

The second thing ig we might loan players directly 1 

l 
' 

i 
l 
l 
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to clubs with whom they had no official affiliation and 

this, the terms, the conditions undar which these arrange-

ments are made are set out in this joint affiliation agree-

ment. 

Then there is another way in which we assist them 

in order to build up their m~n strength, and that is by a 

process called the reverse draft. This is the final draft 

which takes place each year and it works out this way: 

That although the National Hockey League member clubs may 

have a proprietary interest in a very, ver.J large number of 

players, could easily have through arrangements with other 

affiliates, once per year our National Hockey League teams 

restrict themselves to a list of 37 players and every other 

player outside, that is owned or which the National Hockey 

League team has a proprietary intexest in, is made available1 

for claim by minor league clubs at half the normal draft 

price, in other words, at $15,000, and this is a very im-

portant part of their operations. 
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O Mr. Campbell, how many players suit up and are 

ready to play in a National Hockey League regular season 

game? 

A A regular season game is sixteen players and two 

goal keepers. 

O I believe Mr. Eagleson testified to a somewhat larg r 

and varying number. Would you explain the difference? 

A Yes: I can. I think so. This is a game in which 

there are a substantial number of injuries. They occur at 

unexpected times, and sometimes the injuries are not of a 

character that would justify their being kept out of play 

for any great length of time. so rather than send -- say, 

keep them around and -- or send them to the minor leagues 

to play themselves back into condition, in which case they 

would have to stay a minimum of two weeks, what the club 

frequently does is that it carries those players just --

with the rest of the team, and they work out, and they get 

treatment and so on, and eventually they get to practice 

with the team when they are back fit aqain or reasonably 

fit -- maybe not fully fit 1Dplay in a regular league game, 

but they are kept around for this reason. 

0 But they are not qualified to play? 

A Oh, no. 

0 They are in a supernumerary status? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT CliURT REPOP.Tt~S 
Uwm:(I) ST A TES COURT HCRlSE 
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Iilpbr Carnpbo :U. -cress 577 

A Oh; no. They can only play if they are listed on 

the official roster for that g~.me. 

Q And if they returned to the official roster, and 

that roster was already occupied by .sixteen players and 

two goalies, one of those players would have to be removed; 

is that correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q I believe you mentioned that thirty-seven players 

would be held in control or on the reserve list. Is that 

a correct statement? 

A This is correct. That is the -- the present reserve 
l 
i list is a consolidation of what was previously -- what were ) 

previously three lists. They used to be a P.,ayer list of 

30. There was a professional goal keepers' list of three 

and a negotiation list of four. Those -- that's the 

thirty-seven that are considered to be untouchable shall 

I put it that way in the reverse draft. 

Q And that ia thirty-seven as compared to an active 

I 
:i 

group on the ice ready to play hockey of a total of eighteenl 

A That's right, and it could include and probably - ~ot~d 
j 

include all negotiation -- all players designated as ! 

negotiation nominees would be ama·t1~urs, of course, and 

cannot be more than four. There co,1ld be as many as ~ 
! 
l 

three professional goal keepers, and i:n.::luded in the thirty-1 

I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
l 

I 
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seven might be some very high class amatueur candidates, 

what we call unsigned draft choices. 

Q With reference to your earlier answer to my questio 

about the player development arrangement in hockey, would 

you say it is fair to say that you have extensive and 

expensive player development arrangements? 

A Yes. This is one of the really serious problems 

of professional hockey, is that we do have to develop our 

own talent. There's no sources of material, of playing 

material available to us any place else except from the in-

stitutions and the organizations which we support, none what-· 

ever. 

The universities -- some of our players from Canada 

come down and they play in upwards of fifty colleges, I I 
imagine, but them are no native trained players that have --1 

I should not say none. There may be three or four .in the 

United States. Therefore, the player development, early 

player development is really in- the amateur ranks, which 

we support. Then they are recruited or whatever term you 

use, to get them to American colleges, where hockey has 

become veey popular, and they frequently -- they -- now we 

get many players from United States colleges, but they are 

expatriated Canadians. 

.i 
I 

I 
! 
l ,, 

expen~Jife Q Mr. Campbell, considering the extensive and 

SOUTHE~J DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
UM!TSll STAT"'"~ COURT HOOSE 
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player development costs and arrangements which hockey has, 

and referring only to your sport and to none other for the 

moment, what is your opinion about the reasonableness and 

necessity of player control arrangements which the National 

Hockey League clubs enjoy through their contract and bylaw 

provisions? 

A Well, let me say this: If it were not for the 

security which the league affords to its members, in other 

words, that all members afford to one another as to the 

proprietary intarE!.t which they can maintain in the talent 

which they develop, it just couldn't be done. Nobody would. 

run th~ hazard. It would be quite impossible, and the cost 

is tremendous. 

I would think that on the average, our minor league 

operations, including scouting and things of this character, 

would represent a net loss to every club of upwards of 

$200,000 per year. 

O So that in your sport, with its particular needs 

and requirements, including specifically the player 

development. costs, player control arrangements are a necess~ 

and vital pa...-t of your existence? 

A If it were not for that assurance, no one would 

spend that kind of money. They just couldn't. 

O With reference,again, to Plaintiff's Exhibit 20 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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2 of the National Hockey League bylaws, is there not a provisio 

3 in these bylaws relating to an amateur draft? 

4 A That is correct. 

5 0 I believe that provision is --

6 A 16(b). 

7 Q Section 16(b)? 

8 A That's right. 

9 Q Would you describe the amateur draft? 

10 A Yes. DoWn to 1966, it had been the practice, 

1 J authorized practice of professional NHL and other professiona. 

12 teams to be permitted to specifically sponsor two individual 

13 amateur teams from whose rosters the sponsoring club would be 

14 able to recruit without interference fran anyone else such 

15 talent as they had developed. They paid the expenses of 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2) 

22 

23 

24 

25 

all this -- the individual clubs did -- and they just took 

the players up in the ordinary way. This was considered to 

be an unrealistic practice so far as the expansion of our 

leaque was concemed when it occurred in 1967, because of 

the fact that -- in other words, previously there had only 

been a total, I think, of fifty-four sponsored teams all 

together. The best territories in which to operate had 

already been taken up, so that for the six new division 

teams there would be -- they would be terribly outclassed 

in the sponsorships which they would be able to develop at 

SOUTHERN OISTRICr OJURT REPORTERS 
UNITED STAT~S COURT Hoose 
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that time. 

There was also some feeling on the part of the 

maateurs that perhaps there was a greater measure of par-

ticipation in their affairs by reason of this sponsorship, 

and they invited us to withdraw, which we did. We abandone 

all sponsorship, and in return thay said, "We will welcome 

your conduct of a universal amateur draft, but we want 

you to undertake, in addition to that, that ·.you will not 

take any players at all any place in professional hockey 

who have not graduated from junior hockey, in other words, 

who have not exhausted their eligibility,• which is bas~ 

on under twenty on December 31st of the yearin ~hich they 

play. 

Now, this arrangement has worked out quite well. 

These players or at least the taams from which these ! 
j 

1 
players are drafted ara compensated, not as extensively I 
as some of them would like, but we are taking steps to have 1 

that increased, and the program seems to be working out 

quite well. There are -- there have been, I would think, 

about on the average I would think there would be about 

75 to 85 players drafted in each year. 

Q Do the clubs in the National Hockey League draft 

in any par~icular order? 

A Yes. We have -- since we have a rather elab.,rate 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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play-off system, we used to have an arrangement by which the 

non-play-off clubs took priority, but that is no longer 

true. Last year we modified this bylaw you have just referrc~(! 

to, amateur draft bylaw, 16(b) to provide that they will dra: 

in inverse order of their points standing at the end of the 

previous season, without regard to which division they are 

in. 

O So that the effect of this draft is to equalize 

the playing strength among the clubs by permitting the lowes· 

ranking club to have the primary choice? 

A That's precisely the objective, yes. 
I 

0 Mr. Campbell, in Mr. Eagleson' s testimony he referr1~d 
1 

to a draft which I will characterize as an intra-league draf· --

A Yes. 

0 -- to distinguish it from the amateur or pre-season 

draft. 

A Yes. 

O I believe Mr. Eagleson stated that in the amateur 

draft, each National Hockey League club ~ould protect or 

could protect twenty players; is that correct? 

A 18 players a.'ld 2 goal keepers , y.es. 

Q Twenty in total? 

A Yes. 

O And that players . above that limit which were under 

· SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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contract to that club could be drafted by a brother National I 
Hockey League club? 

A That is correct. I should say there are two ex-

emptions in addition to that you shouldkeep in mind. All 

first-year professionals and all ~..mateurs under twenty-two 

years of age. The reason for the under twenty-two ysars 

of age is to give the club which has made the amateur draft 

claim in the preceding year the p~otection of one more year 

in order to have a look at him. 

O So it is 20 players under contract to the National 

Hockey League club, all players who are still in their 

first year of hockey play, and an1ateur players who have 

been drafted but not yet signed during the period of a year 

following their draft? 

A Yes, sir. That is co:!'rect. ! And the object -- the j 

object here, once again, just so that you won't get the 

impression that this is somebody taking from someone else 

every time a claim is made in the intra-league draft -- if 

I am a claiming club, I am the manager of a claiming club, 

when I claim a player from some other club that is not on 

its protected list, then I nn.~ place the player claimed on 

my protected list and drop the player, one player from my 

list,who can immediately be taken up by the club from which 

I made the claim, in order to keep the balance in total 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT CDURT REPORTERS 
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personnel. · 

0 So that if you can only protect twenty players --

A Yes. 

O -- and you find a player unprotected in some other 

club that you would dearly like to have, you must expose 

one of· your twenty players to the draft in order to claim 

that player, that desirable player, and place him on your 

roster? 

A That is correct. 
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Q Just one other very brief question, Mr. Campbell. 

Are you an attorney? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Did you practice law for a period of time? 

A I dido 

Q Were you involved in the post-war Crime Commissio: 

operations in Europe? 

Yeso I was associate counsel for the Canadian 

War Crimes trials which were conducted in Northwest Germany 

at the conclusion of the war, yes. 

MRo HOYNES: Thank youo I have no further 

questionso 

MR. TOPKIS: Just a few questions, if I may. 

THE COURT: First I will call on Mr. Kramer. 

MR. TOPKIS: I beg your pardon, Mr. Kramer. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. KRAMER: 

Q I think the record should reflect your home 

address and your office address. 

A My office is at 922 sun Life Building, 

Montreal 110. 

Q And what is your home addre9s? 

A My home address is Apartment 802, 3465 Red Path 

Avenueo 

Q In Montreal? 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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3 Q And everybody I believe knows this, but how many 

4 players are there of a team on the ice at any one time? 

5 A The limit prescribed by the rules is six. 

6 Occasionally more than that get out there. 

7 Q Did I understand you to say that it is costing 

8 $200,000 per year per club, you estimated, for your players' 

9 development program? 

10 A That is righto That's besides the contribution 

11 which each · club must make to produce this amateur support 

12 that I spoke of. 

13 Q My question is how many clubs are there now in 

14 the National Hockey League? 

15 A There are twelve active as of now. We have added 

16 two which will be active in the 1970-'71 season. 

17 MR. KRAMER: Thank you. 

18 THE COURT: Now Mr. Topkis. 

19 REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. TOPKIS: 

Q Mr. Campbell, I see in the Uniform Player's 

21 Contract -- the Standard Player's Contracf.: t rath~r, a 

22 provision, and I am referring to Paragraph l7, which reads 

23 as follows: 

24 "The player hereby undertakes that he will at 

25 the request of the Club enter into a contract for the 

SOUTHERN DISTRiCT COURT REPORTERS 
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