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2 (Witness excused.) 

3 THE COURT: All right, next witness. 

4 MR. HUGHES: Your Honor, Mr. Hadden will conduct 

S the examination of the next wi"tA,ess. 

6 THE COURT: Splendid. 

7 MR. HADDEN: Your Honor, defense calls Mr. Cronin, 

8 please. 

9 JOSEPH E. c Ro N I N, one of the defendants, 

iO having been first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

11 DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. HADDEN: 

Q Mr. Cronin, where do you reside? 

13 A 77 Lake Ave~1ue, Newton Center, Massachusetts. 

14 0 And what im your present position? 

15· A I am president of the American League. 

16 O Mr. Cronin, •.tould you give us a brief resume of 

l7 education, please. 

18 A Well, I wa.9 born and reared in Ssn Francisco, 

19 California; went to Cleveland grammar school; graduated from 

Sacred Heart High sc:·1ool, e."ltered baseball, professional 

21 baseball, that is, when I qrc.\Cluated. Graduated in 1924. 

22 Went into baseball 111 1925. 

23 Q And starting with ':he ~tear 1925, would you tell the 

24 court please, with whom you signed your first professional 

25 baseball contract? 
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I signed with the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

118B I 
They option• d 

me to JohnstoWJ;l,Pennsylvania, Mid Atlantic League. I played 

there in the season 1925. Went to spring training in 1926 

with the Pirates. They optioned my contract to New Haven, .I 
Connecticut of the Eastern League. They recalled my contracil 

in July of 1926. I remained with the Pittsburgh Pirates I 

the remainder of the '26 season and all Of 1927. Incidentallr, 

that was the year that the New York Ymikees beat the Piraten 

four straight in the world series. And in 1928. after sprin~r 

training with the Pittsburgh Pirat~s, my contt>aet. was assign d. 

outriqht to Kansas City, Missour, of the American Association[ 

I pla~,ed with Kc:msas City, Missouri, the American '1 

Association, until -- I wJ.11 never forget the date -- Frid&y I 
the 13th of July, 1928, wl:en the Washington Senators pC1rchasE1~ 

l 

my contract. 

O That was an outright purchase, was it? 

A Yes, sir. 

O What was your career t.he1~after then with the 

Washington Club? 

A Well, I became the ro~ular shortstop in 1929 with 

the Washington Senators and played with the Washington Senato s 

as regular shortstop in 1930, 1931, 1~•32. I was made their -

appointed player manager in 193~\ with the Washington Senators 

O How old were you a.t tha·1;. \~ime? 
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A Twenty-six, sir. 

Q Continue, please. 

A And in 1934, the fall of 193,, my contract wa.s as-

signed outright to the Boston Red Sox. 

I 
I 
I 

Q Was there anything unusual that happened in the first:! 
i 

year that you were player manager for the Washington club in 

1933? 

A Well, modesty forbids, but we won the penna.~t that 

year, although the New York Giants beat us at the world 

series. A fellow named Carl Hubbell was responsible for it. 

Q Is that the same Carl Hubbell that Mr. Feeney has 

referred to, that is now with the Giants? 

A I think Carl Hubbell is now the farm director of 

the New York Giants -- I mean the San Francisco Giants, pardon 

me. 

0 Your experience with the Washington club came to an 

· end when? 

A The fall of 19341 my contract was assigned to the 

Boston Red Sox, and I was offered a three-year contract, 

notified by telephone by Mr. Eddie Collins, and offered a 

three-year contract to play and manGge for the Boston Rad 

Sox. 

Q And did you continue in that capacity for some years'.? 

A Yes. I managed the Boston Red Sox and played for 
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them through 1942, '43, '44. '45 I broke my leg. ·~3 and '4 

and 'S m::>re or less I was the pinch hitter, and in '46 I 

became the bench manager of the Boston Red Sox. 

Q You retired as a. player? 

A Retired as a player, yes, sir. 

0 And did you then continue for some years as the 

manager, the field manager of the Red Sox? 

A 1946 I was the bench manager, the non-playing mana-

ger. In 1947 the non-playing manager of the Boston Red Sox. 

And then our general manager, Eddie Collins, became ill. 

Mr. \!awk~y invited I1\9 -- the owner of the Red Sox -- invited 

me to come up to assist Mr. Collins, mid in 1948 I assumed 

the duties of general manager of the Boston Red Sox. 

Q And from '48 until what 

~ 
A '48 until February 1959, when I was elected presider..t 

I 
of the American League. I 

O And you served in that capacity since February 19591' I 
A Yes, sir. 

Q What was your lifetime batting average, Mr. Cronin? I 
A Well, when the wind was blowing at it, it was about 

.301 or 2. 

Q Have you, as a result of your playing career, your 

service in baseball, earned any arards, Mr. Cronin? 

A Well, I was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1956. 
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0 All light. Now, did you play as a member of an 

All-Star team on any occasions? 

A Yes, I played one of tha greatest thrills of my 

life -- with your permission, your Honor -- it was in the 

1933 All-Star game, the first one ever played. They had th Et 

World's Fair in Chicaqo at that time, and they asked baseball. 

to participate in this grand event, &nd from there, from 

1933; it has been an annual game, and I played in about, oh, 

I think I played· in about, oh, I think I played in about and 

managed a couple and coached a couple, and we had pretty good 

success in the All-Star game in those days, that is, the 

American League did. 

Q Mr. Cronin, going back to the time of your service 

with the Washington Senators, who was the owner of the 

Washington Senators during your period of play there? 

A Mr. Clark Griffith was the owner of the Washington 

Senators, one of the founders of the American League. 

O Was Mr. Griffith himself a former baseball player? 

A Yes, Mr. Griffith was a famous pitcher, the Chicago 

White Sox. He also was a famous manager and he is also a 

meniber of Baseball's Hall of Fame. 

I . 

I 
I 

O And during the years that you played wit.~ the Washinlton 

club under Mr. Griffith's ownership, can you tell the Court, 

please, what reputation he had as an owner of the Washington 
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'·3 A Well, his resources, sir, weren't too good. He had ¥r 
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stiff competition from the Detroit Tigers, the New York 

Yankees, I think owned at that time by Colonel Ruppert. 

Be was a resourceful man, smart.in baseball ways, noted for 

his skill as an appraiser of baseball talent. He didn't 

have a farm system in those days, so he was a great judge of 

ballplayers and as a result improved the progress of his tem 

during the time he was alive in Washington. 

Q Did you have the e):perience of negotiating your 

personal salary with Mr. Griffith? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And was there a practice or pattern which those 

salary negotiations took? 

A Well, Mr. Griffith was a great teacher, not only 

a teacher of baseball, but a great teacher of conduct on 

the field, conduct off the field. It is with grQat reverencu 

that I speak of him. And one of the things he taught me 

was to always keep negotiations going. Be said some day you 

may be in a position where you might have to sign ballp.layerE1 

Never say no. Never say take it or leave it. Always say. 

•might consider," and that practice I have maintained through 

out my years in baseball. 

Q Mr. Cronin, there has been testimony in this case 
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with regard to the possibility of changing the reserve syste11 

in such a way that baseball players would become entitled I 

at intervals to become free agents. Now, again referring to I 
the time when you were a member of the Washington club and 

specifically the year 1933 when you were the playing manager 

that led the Senators to the American pennant, would it, in 

your judgment, have been possible for Mr. Griffith to have 

assembled and fielded the team that won that pennant in that 

year if such a thing had been in effect as the reserve systeiu 

A No, we were 

MR. TOPKIS: Could I have that question repeated? 

THE COURT: Yes. Mr. Court Reporter, would you 

please. 

(Question read.) 

A The answer is no. 

0 Would you tell the Court why, please? 

A In order to put a baseball team together you mus.t 

anticipate years in advance. You may come up with a Walter 

Johnson, like Mr. Griffith did, or you may come up with a 

Bob Feller. So you try to acquire the contracts that would 

blend the rest of the pitching staff into the men of the 

ability of Feller. Mr. Griffith in one year traded, assign d 

the contraci: of Buddy Myer, a fine young prospect fro~ New 

Orleans, to Boston. He readily saw tha mistake. 
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2 Red Sox at that time went down in the race, and the next 

3 year he offered the contracts of five players for Buddy 

Myer in order to get the contract of Buddy Myer back to 

5 Boston. 

6 I had come onto the scene in Washington at the time, 

7 so Mr. Griffith figured he had the shorts·top and the second 

8 base combination, he had a great third baseman in Ossie 

9 Bluege. The Yankees were the top ~am on the .American 

10 League at that time. It was his thinking that if he could 

11 get two left-hand pitchers to pitch against Ruth and Gehrig, 
,·.i 

12 I 
superior left-hand.ed batters in the short right field fence. 

13 in Yankee Stadium, that the Washington club would be greatly 

benefited. So with that thought in mind we traded -- we 
15· assigned the contract of Fred Marberry, a great relief pi tChe:t, 

' 

:z.;. 

16 i 
to Detroit for the contract of Earl Whitehill, a good left~ ! 

The same winter we assigned the contracts I 
· of Carl Reynolds, Sam WEst and Lloyd Brown, two outfielders, I· 

handed pitcher. 

Fred Schulte, a centerfielder, and through those contract 

I 

I 

I 

and a left-hand pitcher, for Walter Stewart, a left-hand' 

pitcher, Goose Goslin, a left-hand hittinq outfielder, and 

I 
assignmsnts Mr. Griffith was able to put a team together. 

We also obtained the services of Luke Sewell from Cleveland, 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPOR'Y'ER~; 
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contracts won the pennant for hi1n and incidentally helped 

him a great deal financially because -: at that particular 

time Mr. Griffith was in debt. 

Q Now, Mr. Cronin, I take it from your emswer that 

the assi~ability of player contracts was a very important 

feature of that team's success in the year 1933? 

A Yes, it was. 
i 

.. I 

O Would it not have been possible, however, for Mr. I 

I 
I 

Griffith to have obtained players of equal or comparable i 

.sbility to 1 ·thos! who were obtained through the sssignment · 

route, through ?Urchase of players who might have been free 

agents? 

A Well, baseball is a gra:ie of opinion. You may get 

a bl)y from the sandlots or a college, Eddie Collins, Frankie 

Friuch, tha·.: can step in, but those are . rare occasions, 
I 

SO it is D game of opinion~ and in blending your combination,j 
i 

the perscn in baseball has to exercise his own judgment, 

and it 11lso stimulates interest in thet:own. The gentlemen 

of the press, through their daily reports, may make the 

sug9e•;tion that Joe Di Maggio would look qood in the Boston 

Red •;ox outfield. So it is a combination of interests that 

ls ,·ery necassary for baseball, very, very helpful. 

Q In your opinion, in the light of Mr. Griffith's 

J:u .ources, as you have described them prior to the 1933 
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2 season, ·would it have been f®asible for him to have competed 

3 in the open market, so to speak, to acquire players who might 

4 have become free agents if the reserve clause had not been 

5 in effect at that time? 

6 A No. At that time they didn't have any farm system. 

7 The player limit was then the same, if I remember correctly. I 
a 
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course, Mr. Griffith, in 1924 and '25, was fortunate enoug·h 
I 

Of 

I 

I 
to have a team that represented the nation's capital in the 

world series against the Giants and the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Be was aible to sign Monte Weaver -- I remember he was on the 

pitchinq staff. But very few players were on the staff that 

came up as youngsters. 

When I was in Washington, we had one team, the 

Chattanooga Lookouts, and at that time , following the • 33 

season, or in that particular period -- it might be from 

cemt1d. 

Mr. Rickey hadW>n over in the National League. He 

heid a vast farm system. 

0 Now, Mr. Cronin, in your op1.nion and based upon your 

long experience as a player and a mangger and then a general I 
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2 manager, is a player's bargaining position in salary ne-

3 gotiations with the club weaker than the club's position? 

4 

5 
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A No. I would say at least it was never with me. 

Perhaps it was because I was a former ballplayer, but being 

associated with Tom Yawkey of the Red Sox and other men 

that I have known in baseball, Frank Navin or Detroit, the 

Commisky's, I would say the ballplayer was rated very highly 

in their esteem and estimation. 

Q Is it, in your opinion, a desirable thing for base-· 

ball players on the teams with which you have been associated 

to be satisfied with their level of salary? 

A Well, Mr. Hadden, it's a strange thing about a 

baseball player. I don't think a baseball player is ever 

satisfied with his contract. I know I never signed one 

where I didn't think, gee, if I had stayed five minutes more 

I might have got another hundred dollars. However, everythir:19 

being considered, I would say, yes, they were satisfied, as 

satisfied could be with fair and equitable negotiations. 

0 And was it one of your objectives when you were in 

the position of negotiating such contracts for the club to 

see to it that players did reach that level of satisfaction? 

A Oh, yes, it was a great satisfaction to be able to 

r~imbursethem and pay them what they thought they were worth •. 

It wasa great personal satisfaction knowing that you were 

SOUTHERN O!STRICT COUR7 REPORTERS 
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2 i drawing well; your resources were there to do it. I say, 

3 yes, it was a pleasure indeed. 

Q In your experience with the Boston and Washington 

s clubs , can you qi ve the Court an estimate of what the approx·· 

6 imate percentage of players might have been who made moves 

7 of their permanent homes to the city of their new club when 

8 they were traded to it? 

9 MR.TOPKIS: Excuse ma. Could I have that question 

to road back? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

THE COURT: Certainly. 

Mr. Court Reporter, would you please. 

(Question read.) 

A It might have been a policy at that time --

MR. TOPKIS: Excuse me, I think the question calls 

for a yes or no answer, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Yes. Not "might," Mr. Cronin. I won't 

hold you to a yes or no if you can't enswer it yes or no, 

but will you not speculate. Just tell us that which you 

know. 

A The Washington Senators and the Boston Red Sox, 

I don't think we had -- quick recollection, the top of my 

head -- I'd say maybe we had two men who played for the 

Washington team that lived in Washington, D.C.; the rest all 

ret:urned to their homes. Boston, maybe two also, to the best -- . 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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2 of my recollection. 

3 MR. TOPKIS: I move the answer be stricken as not 

4 responsive, your Honor. 

MR. HADDEN: Your Honor, I believe it is entirely 

6 responsive. 

7 THE COURT: I will let it stand. St.rietly speaking, 

8 Mr. Topkis is right. 

~ All riqht, next question. 

0 Have you had occasion to Ji."'eview the situation as 

? j regards the pr~sent home addresses of the players in the 

Americe Uet·~, and if so, can you tell the Court approx-

1,. ... ~ !mately what proportion lives in or near the city where 

their ball club is located? I 

15. , I 
A I would say in reviewing it, out of 492 players tb:erj 

is a possibility of a hundred ten living in their respective i 

cities, in the cities in which they play. 

18 Q Now, Mr. cronin, would you summarize ·briefly for 

19 the Court, please, what your duties are as president of the 

X! American Leaque? 

A Well, we assist in preparing the Araerican League. 

22 schedule. We make preparations for the American League 

participation in the All-Star gmne, the world series, the 

2-4 division championship series. We have exclusive eontrol over 
25 the ump.i:-,res and official scorers. We promulqate all player 
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contracts and take care of the papers of the ~.merican 

League. All waivers go through the American League office. 

We supervise the waivers going through. Many other duties. 

(Defendant Feeney et al ExhibitsH and I marked 

for identification.) 

0 Mr. Cronin, I will hand you an e>mibit which has 

been marked for identification Defendant Feeney Exhibit H, 

and ask you if you reooqnize what that is. 

A That is the composition of the leagues, the 

National Association, 1970. 
I 

O Do you recognize that as being a list of the clubs . ! 
now in existence in the minor leaquls? and the leagues which are 

A Yes, sir. 

MR. HADDEN: I offer this exhibit in evidence, 

your Honor. 

MR. TOPKIS: No obj eotion • your Honor. 

THE COURT: Received. 

(Defendant Feeney et al Exhibit H received in 

evidence.) 

0 I will ask you now to look at a further exhibit 

marked Exhibit Feeney I for identification and ask you if 

you recognize what that is. 

A That is paid attendance 1969 fo the National 

Association Leagues. 
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Would it be a fair statement that ~he represents 

what the paid attendance is for ~11 the minor league baseball 

games played in the United States during the 1969 season ? 

MR. TOPKIS: Objection, your Honor. I don't 

know how the witness could possibly know the answer to that, 

but if counsel tell me that it is that, I will have no 

objection. 

MR. HADDEN: I am so advised. 

THE COURT: That is fair enough. 

MR. TOPKIS: Could you tell me the source of 

12 your infonnation? 

13 MRo HADDEN: It is through a report prepared by 

i4 the National Association office in Columbus. 

15 MR. TOPKIS: That is satisfactory, your Honor. 

16 MRo HADDEN: I offer this exhibit in evidence, 

i7 your Honor. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
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25 

MR. TOPKIS: No objection, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Received. 

(Defend&nt Feeney et al Exhibit I received 

in evidence. ) 

MR. HADDEN: Mark this, please. 

(Defendant Feeney et al Exhibit J marked for 

identification.) 

0 Mr. Cronin, I now show you a paper which has 
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1207.. 
been mnrked oe£endan':. Feeney E.1:hibi t J f-:>r ·identification 

2 
and I will aak you 1.f you will look at that and see if 

3 

4 
you can ident.ify w'J.at that docwnent is. 

~:.R. T011KIS: Ex<:use me, your Honor, just to 
5 

6 
hasten i·t.'.nga along. T1is is a Nation~ l League contract. I 

dfjr t hJiqine Mr. Cron:.ln uver laid eyes on it before. 
7 

e •' 
I have no objection t~ it, though, if you tell me what it 

9 is. 

10 
Mr<. HADDEN: May I offer an explanation? It is 

tt n Nat.tonal League contrac::to lt is the for;n of National 

12 r.eague contract which wau :tn Ul~ in i..'o·.:.h L':'ajo.".' leagues in the 

13 year 1945 and previous, ~ml witl the ex·;e!--~lon of the word 

14 •National" and "American" it is :ldentical in b1.. ... .h leagues. 

15 MR. TOPK~.s: May I in<:t_•dre how far back •ts use 

16 goes, to your knol'lledge? · 

17 MR. rtADDEN: I vill have to call upon my co-

18 counse 1, Mr. Carroll. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

and during 

is no need 

A 

MR. CARROLL: This form was in effect in 1946, 

the war y-:iars. I don't know beyond that. 

MR .. '!'JPKIS: From '41, then, to '46? 

MR. CARROLL: I would say so. 

MRo TOPKIS: I have no objection to it. There 

to trouble the witness with it. 

Yes, sir. 
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MR. TOPKIS: I have ~amitt€c it in~o evidence 

&ubj£ct to his Honor'n ruling~ of course. 

THE COURT: Received ~ ~i.r.. Clerk • Have you marked 

H: in ~vid~nce? 

THE COURT: Mr. rI&~daen. 

in evidence. ) 

Q Mr. Cronin, y·:.tu l:av8 heen t:he r>r.er.d.dant · of tha 

Ame~ic~n League, as you hnvc ~;ert:.ified,. s:i..!l0C 1959. During i 

thc:.t p!.':::-ir>d \·r.c:s the f!:'eC? ac;{e:;.-,.t ~~re.ft adcpted by the clubs of 

the major leay-u~e? 

HR. TO!?KIS: ObjE'Jction, yvur Honor. We have had 

It w.!.s adopt:ea in 1965 . 

Tm: COURT: Yrt:e, ~:hat is 1.:rue: h't~t not f::-om this 

w1.tne.ss. I wlll take it fr·om h:t ~~~t' What 5.s your anl:•Wer? 

A Y~: 1, I was pr0.sider.1t of the AmE'.rican League -when 

1. t was adopted • Rule I c that is • 

Q There has b1en testimony here, Mr. Cronin, \~at 

1;he adoption cf t.he free agent draft l.n 1965 has helped 

1:.o equalize tha c~11npttitive playing strengths of the major 

: 1.eague clubo • Do you agree with th~~ testimony? 

1J ··~~1 .. ~:~_:: .:./ .. '"1:.YC~ ~rr··:.r~ ;if · ·~· ~~::~U~i"i, 

: ... ~· ;' ,;rA;. ~ :~\~ ,:; .. :,'· ..... r.,. ~:.';· '. '::-~". '! .. ; .. >L;-::::~_: ::-.'.,::·. : 1 :C~1;;" · ~.-""'< ':. / 4 :,},T., 
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2 Yes, sir. 

3 Q Are you in a position to furnish the Court 

examples that support your conclusion? 

s A The California Angels, who are up in 1-2 now 

6 in the Western Division of the American League, have one of 

7 the outstanding pitchers in the American League named Messer-

8 smith, an outfielder nanled Tatum, another fine pitcher 

9 named Murphy# a ballplayer thGt I think -- no, I am thinking 

to Kansas City has the Mets player Otis. 

11 I'd say that the crop of youngsters since this 

12 particular rule was enacted has been excellent, outstanding, 

13 I would say. 

14 Q And is it your conclusion that the California 

15 Angels have been helped materially by the fact that they 

16 have been able to obtain those players? 

17 A That is the reason they are up there. They may 

18 win the division. And in Oakland we have the other three 

19 great players, Bando, Monday and Jackson. 

20 Q All of the players whom you have named came to 

21 their respective clubs through the operation of the free 

22 aqent draft, is that correct? 

23 A Yes. 

24 Q Mr. Cronin, in your opinion is it a possibility, 

25 a reasonable possibility, that a club in the American League 

SOUTHERN DISTRiC.T COURT F~EPORTERS 
UN!TEO STATES COURY H'.)llSE 

FOLEY SQUARE, N.Y., N. Y. 10007 TELEPl-:ONE: C0Ril.AND 7-45€0 
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I 
could develop itself and become a balanced team with strength 

at tha various positions solely through player development 

· rat'1er than th1·ough ac~:uiring players by assignment? 

A I thlnk it has to be :l combination of both. 

tJUr :!xperience in Bo~ri:on, we tl::ought we were going to 

siqn all the pri::misii-.g youngste:ca around the country at 

gra.ut expendit1i.re, b\lt we found ·Chat we had to not only pur-

cha11e tbs co11it.racta of players fL·om iadependent minor league 

club!il, some 'iimne gro~~t and also acquirn the contracts of 

A combination of all 

Q Mr. Cronin, you are li:'\t"'.ilia,:, of courese, with 

the form of Unifonn Player• s Corltra,-t which is now. in use 

in the two major leagues? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you tell the Court whe•.:.hor or •"\t. there is 

a portion of that contre:ct which has r"served a pJ..·,q 

for special coven&nts? 

A Yes. Just over the signat~e we have a spa.1.., 

that if there is any side agreeir~nt.s between the player 

and the club other than, they utilize this particular 

space, and it is, as you said, called a special covenant. 

Q In your position as league president, must you 

approve each contract that is entered into between a 

SWl.;THEHN DJSTRiCT COURT REPORTERS 
Ut~tTE~ Sr~.TE!> COVP.i House 

;;:OLEY &.!W-~P.E,. N. Y., N .. r, 10007 TELEPi-lONi:: crm-;1..AND 7~.,,,00 
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club and player in the Arneric~n League before it becomes 

final? 

A Yes, we promulgate the contractn. 

Q Are you familiar, ns a result o:c that obligation, 

with the types of special cov=nants which •lre from time 

to time agreed upon by playex:a and clubs? 

A Yes. we have -- Yl~S , eir. 

Q What are thoy, please? 

A Well, the roost i">rominent recen·.~ly has been the 

deferred compensation clausu in the special cowrrant. 

But we have others. If his perf1"Jrmance wau~ants \.t in the 

opinion of the man:.iger, thri boy nay rece~ ve i:l bonub . 

Q Have ~·.here been in your years lt~ president .-,f the I 
American League contracts f :.ir a term of lon\·er than a 

year between players and ch·bs? 

A Yes. over a span I have seen a few. Not t.oo 

many. 

Q Weri.:1 you in court, Mr. Cronin, during \:he t ~sti-

mony of Commiusioner Kuhr. a1.\d Mr. Feeney? 

A YeJ, siro 

Q D:id you hee.r the \~e~·timony which they gave 

concerning tl';eir reactions to the ,,arious modifications in 

the reserve systeu wt.ich have been :: uggested by the 

!iJUTH~RN D!STRICT COURT RE:~ORTERS 
'JN!TED STATES COUR'l" Hou~~ 

FOLEY SQUARE. N ~·., N.Y. 10007 TELEPHONE: 0.)RTLAND ~{} 
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::t heard m1J.ch of the testimony, yes, sir. 

Q Do you egree with the op.ir..ions gi ~ten by Mr. 

F'eeney ~nd Mro Kuhn in that regard? 

Q Thera has aloo been testimony, Mr. Cronin, with 

quest.ions, lGa.e:t, have: bt1!ert a.sJ!.·.ed t:o t.ht; general effect 

Mil;.;a~:.ee for eb01:1t· .doubJ.e that price. 

Iu::e :rou clbl~ -Co teJ.1 t.r .. e court:, plec.i.se, whether 

profit c~B a ':-eirm.1.t t')f th~ snle to Mi1.waukoe? 

MR. TOPl~IS: Objt:ction, your H(>nor ~ now without 

fm:ther g:ual:I.f:icati'..cm, I would gubrait, with thin witness. 

TEE COURT: Objection sustain~i . I think you 

ought ·;to lay a b1;it1::.er founoation for t.h~t 
j 

particular questic•p . 
. I 

Q Cronin, as pres;ida:nt of t11e ~ American League, 1 

c:r~ you familiar with developments and c-:vents which took 
f, 

plac€1 ir~ relatio:n "to the trai1Bfer -~ excuse me -- withdrawn • 
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In relation to the admission of the Seattle franchise to 

membership in the league? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you aware of the approximate cost of that 

admission to membership? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Will you tell the court approximately what it . 

the Seattle ownership to be admi.tted to the league? 

A In the neighborhood of five million four. 

Q And what did the owners of the Seattle club 

acquire in exchange for that amount of money? 

A Contracts of 30 players and the franchise. 

cosjt 
I 

i 
I 
I 

Q And when did the Seattle club go into operation 

for the first time? 

A Spring of '69o 

Q That is, on the commencement of the '69 regular 

baseball season? 

A Yeso 

Q How long a period did the club function in 

Seattle? 

A The 1969 season. 

Q Are you also familiar with the events which 

led up to the transfer of the Seattle club to Milwaukee? 

A Yee, sir. 

SC.TJTMERN DtS"fRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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owne~s in se~ttle? 

IA Your Honor r tJ.ic Seatt.le group filed a pet.i 'tion 

for an m:.-rEmgC!tlont um1er Chapter XI of "t.he: Bankrupt.cy Act 

and the Cour.tr. ©~o;~:.f?ted the contract eubject to the approval 

of the grcnp frc:»m rr;ilwci.ukee a.nc1 we :.n the fi.me:d.can League 

A W~lJ., counriel i:iGViG~s me -Che:t cree.itorc;;; will no 

cioubt: be pu.:w. i~ quest~:onable whether 

MR. 'l\)PKIS: Obje:ctionrycur Honer. I don't see 

how ·chis witness could be ccmpe:tent: tc answer that. 

THE CUURT: 

MR •. 'WPKIS: I ack ~- t be stricken. 

THE COU!l'l': Object: ion overruled. M~tion to 

strike is gr.ar.ted. 

MF.. TOPKIS: I BO move, your Honor.. Thank j'OU. 

'J .HE COUP..'l': At thet. polnt. we will take · a recess 

un less I ~m i nterrupting eome point 
! 

·you are about to develo1} . . 
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MR. HADDEN: This will be a convenient time, 

your Honoro 

(Recesso) 

THE COURT: Mr. Hadden, won't you please proceed? 

MR. HADDEN: Yes, siro Thank you. 

BY M R. HADDE~~: 

Q Mr. Cronin, prior to the recess we were discussin 

the Seattle ball club. Are y~u aware, sir, cf your own 

knowledge of the general cate~:ories of expense which the 

Senttle club wan required to mL1ke in the operation of the 

Sesttle cluh in 1969, aud also ·;:o get ready for the 1969 

s1Jason? 

A They organized :.i farm nystem, they acquired 

t~he contJ':acts of around llO to 150 ballplayers, they had 

1.:0 fix up the ball park, the Sick ~~tadium. so I would 

BllY rnoE)t of the expense was renovatir.g in conjunction 

with the city Sick Stac.ium, plus the h·J.ring of managers 

.ind office force and everythlng else allthrough the minor 

lea<xue system, t;couts. 

Q Waa Sick Stadium to which you refer a major 

leagne stadiUJ\\? 

A N~, it was a stadium, Pacific Coast League. Seatt e 

Pa<:if!c Coast League played in it previously. 

Q Waa it the intention of the American League 

SOUTHERN D!SY!~iCT COUfff Fd:':PORn:Rs 
UNIYl:O STA TES COUrl r HOUSE 

Ft)LE'f s:iu~R:, N.V .• f~.v. i0007 "tE1. ;:PHO~E: CO.'RTl..".ND "l""-f.2J 
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that that would be f.:he pcr.111a~c;rd: maJm: league stadium 

of the Sea~:tle club t.fJ pley in indefinitely in the future? 

A No, ui.r. •1•hey had a bond issu~ for a n~w dome 

stadlum t;o be constr:1cted in. 197 3. 

Q So i:hat ~;lck Stadium \ras a f.:::Jcili ty occupied 

only for interim 1>•.trpoees? 

A Yea, Si:t". 

Q In you.r judgment a~, p;:~f.';idemt cf ·~he P.rnerican 

Lrague, did :U: ccm.~c:::m to majc:n:- league at.:incarda? 

A Mo, rvm sorzy to sa1 it did not. We had quite 

i b:·~ t of d:ra.ir?f<t!C? pre:bhm !a the: cutfie. ld. They could 

feaj'ful of getU.ng htirt :1-n t.1-i~t slii'\")sry outfield. They 

! 
They had problems; 

i:l tto c::lubhou~es. ·:.:he facilities foz ti~ ballplayers were 
\ 

Q row a.bout. th~ seating f~.ciJ).ties "or the paying 

public? 

A 1/hey bad ~bout a seat.inq capacity c L ~bout eighteen 
i 

to twenty tt otmand • 

Q tlm:a they first class ac}atat in !/OUr opinion? 
. 

It wns mak2·shift bleacher ~eats throughout { 
A No~ I 

the outfield. 

Q ~.s a result of th& opm:atio:i:rn of the Seattle 
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club in that stadium during the 1969 season, will you tell 

the Court, ple21se, if you know, whether the Seattle Club 

sustained operating losses? 

MRo TOPKIS: Objection, your Honor. The witnees 

is not competent to respond to that question, I submit. 

THE COURT: Do you happen to know, Mr. Cronin? 

THE WITNESS: Just hearsay, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Hearsay? 

THE WITNm;s: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Objection sustained. 

MR. HADDEN: Your Honor, may I make an observa-

V:ion t'(l.t this point? Mr. Cronin says he does not know 

these matters of his persom. l knowledge. May I beg leave 

of the Court to put in the rocord of this case,at a future 

time when available,documentary evidence that will bear out 

the questions that I have been asking? 

THE COURT: Certainly. 

Q Mr. Cronin, there has been testimony in this case 

about the player relations co~mittee of major_ league baseball 

Are you a member of that commjttee? 

A Yes, siro 

Q What does the commit~ee consist of? 

A Presidc-ilt of the Nati.anal League, president of the 

American League and two owners fi·om each league to represent I 

SOUTHER!·~ DISTRICT COURY REPORTERS 
UNITED ST A TES COO:::?l l l'OUSE 

F .'L.EY Sou.e~RE, N.Y., N. Y. iCOJl TEL EF'l 'l.1HE: C'.:IRl'U.NO i"-4..118) 
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of the two pre.sider~tls an.d a. 1abcr consultant w:tth counsel. 

Q Who are th~ p~ople who are the club r.epresenta-

tiver: on the players rei:lt.1.cnn commi'ttee? 

A J~rry Hoftb~1rger,, Baltimcre Orioles, Hicha.i:d 

Frank D~lE:· <:f ·che Cin..::innatl Red.D ·t.?:'ffd. R'.du::rd Meyer of the 

st. Louis Cerdinal~. 

Q ~u~d in ycu :: cc::.pc:i.city as: a mernbel. of the ~ub-

committee t .1avc. yc,u ;; .tt:ended n~gotis{:ing mer.:.~-. ·.:.ngs "7i th 

representat5.ve1i cf t.!u Players Acsoci~:t:io:::-:'? 

A 1 :ctober of ; (i9. 

Q <'h;;:t Eubjt~c{.: .r...atter WtlB under <l:!.ccussior. with tl.~ 

of '69? 

I. (iJe cU.f:iG lsee6 t.he be~ic a.greeme~t, 

Q This is ·.\egct.iaticn of a new bas:lc agreement·~1 

Q Pri.o:rc to ih.at. time, Mr. Cronin, dld you attend 

ot.'tter m~eti.ngs h~ving to do wi·th other subje.cta of 

i~egotia.tion with tht'~ .1 laye:.r.s As.i.soclv.tion? 

f ,,,, •• • 

• I ; :. -

r 
r. 
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0 Yes, sir. You ref erred to the new basic agree-

ment. There was an earlier basic agreement, was there not? 

A Oh, yes. We had the two-year basic agreement. 

o And you participated in those negotiations 

as well? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was there any other contract of a substantial 

nature which was negotiated between those two separate 

negotiations? 

A Prior to the last negotiations we had the pension, 

the benefit plan, in negotiation~ 

o And you participated in those as well? 

A Yes, sir. 

o over what period of years have you acted as a 

member of that committee and participated in those negotia-

tions? 

A Since the committee was inaugurated. Is it four 

years now/ I wouldn't know offhand. 

O You referred a moment ago in one of your answers 

to a consultant. Would you ident.lfy who the consultant 

is, pl.ease·? 

A John Gaherin is the labor consultant for the 

major leagues in the negotiations w:lth the Players 

Association. 

SOUTHERN orsrmcr COUJ.H Rf.PORTERS 
LiwllED STATES COORT HOUSE 
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Q :~e !-~;::-. Gah~~:;:-J.n. the, pe=-son who prfn·~ipally c~rries 

Dick Moasfl' a.£ coun~.el:o for ~e Player£ .i\escciation, yes. 

Q Do you ~ nticipate ts.c:i\.: r,~ r..,, 1·1.,,..,..., •• , w: 11 "' • • • ~.. u.. ........ .... .:..ppear 

of playe:r ,: ontra.~~~: ~·1h:::\:: wc:I:'~ you?; ~~::-~c.~~lcs ae rega.rde inform~ 
I 

Wf..j ·. : : .: .c: 
..;..J... the play .... · W'1a available 

If: wc crnJd:itt fh1d hi.m t:c talk ~o him in p~:-son, we cal.._ 1 

him en -;;· a'2r ·te; 3.ephnne • 

to perron if it was po~siblQ to do so? 

A Yea, 1Jir. we made every effort: 'to do it . ~.,~ 

wa.nted to .'\otii:y the plc:~yer bitlf ore1 h~ read about it in the 

Q •rrn~e haa been te~~t.imony here, Mr.. cro1J.in, that 

it would porhap\ .i.mprove ·~';~) :t:."eEen"'G sysb~m :t.n organized 

baseball if pla.ye:n were required to g.i ve their cone.ent 
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in advance regarding possible trades. You have already 

stated that you agree with the testimony of Mr. Feeney and 

Mr. Kuhn in this regard. Do you have anything further 

to add on that subject? 

THE WITNESS: Well, may I expand, your Honor? 

THE COURT: Yes, you have a right to in answer 

to that question. 

A One of the most difficult positions a manager or 

a general manager can find himself placed is notifying 

a bal'.Lplayer that his contract hae been assigned elsewhere. 

It if; a delic~te question. You have known the ballplayer 

for years. And I would say that -- I am going off now. 

Wh1lt was your question, Sandy? 

Q The question is would it be feasible to engineer 

player assignments and making trades of player contracts 

prior to the assignment. 

A It would be quite difficult, particularly when 

you have a three-player deal or a two-player deal. I don't 

see how it could be workable. 

Q Can you expand on your resson3 for that? 

A Well, you have a moral problem. A ballplayer 

may have had a roonnnate for a number of years, he may have 

SOl3TKE~N DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
iJNtTEO Sr A TES COURi HOlJS~ 

FOLEY SQUARE, N.Y.f N. Y. trro? TELEPHO'~E: CDllYUMD 7-.t'.~ 
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A Yes, air. 

Q In your opinion, is the reserve system as 

presently constituted beneficial both to the clubs and to 

the pl;1yers? 

11 Yes ,sir. 

Q Will you tell the Court why, please? 

A Well, it is a complex system but with our waiver 

rnles, with our sending out the cont.racts earlier date, 

we have many built-in benefits for the ballplayers, we have 

a ";ai ver rule whereby you can only ask waivers on a ball-

player twice and you can't withdraw the third time, which 

was 1·equest:ed by the ballplayers back in 1946 when they 

I 
I 
! 
' I 

first had \:heir Players Aesociution. Years ago we sent out I 
the contracts -- I think the dELte was either late February 

or March. ·.~he ballplayere asked we send them out January 

15th, so thEy would have time. •rhe ballplayer that went 

from the maj :irs to the minors, who naturally had to expect 

a reduction ln salary, that is, if his transfer was between 

seasons, at i~e ballplayer's request we send their contracts 

out now Januiry 15. 

So they, too, will have a ::hance to nttgot:tate 

over a longer period because the Naticnal Association ball 

clubs do not E..\":art until two or three vaeks after the 

major leagueso 
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