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CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. HUGHES: 

o Mr. RobinsQn, when did you start playing profession 

al baseball? 

A Professionally,in 1945. 

O And you were signed on with Montreal in what year? 

A 1946. 

Q And after one year with Montreal, you moved up to 

the Brooklyn Dodgers1 is that correct? 

A That's correct, sir. 

O And you have given to Justice Goldberg your start-

ing salary and your salary for the first year that you were 

with the Dodgers1 is that correct? 

A I did; yes, sir. 
I 

Q Now, I don't want you to go into the details 1 • be- I 
I 

cause I don't th.Lnk it is really any of our business, but i 
I 

isn't it a fact that in the succeeding years you progressive-! 

ly received salary increases during the yaars of your ser-

vice? 

A That's true. 

0 -- w:i. th the Dodgers? 

A Yes. 

Q ll1n,:, do I understand that during your last playing 

season yon had made up your mind to retire from baseball and 

pursue a business career? 
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A No, sir. That's not true. I don't think that's 

what I said. 

0 Well 

A I said, at the end of the year, not during the sea-

son. 

Q Well, I stand corrected. At the end of what turn l 

outto be your last playing year --

A Yes, sir. 

Q -- you had come to the conclusion that you were 

not going to play any further professional baseball; is that 

correct? 

A Well --

THE WITNESS: May I explain, sir? 

THE COURT: Is it all right --

0 Am I co~-rect, or am I not correct? 

A Well, I can't say whether you are correct or not 

unless I can explain it, sir. 

0 All right. Then please explain it. 

A Well, I WE1s not going to play until I got that 

further off er and l-'.~r. Black called me in and told me my job 

was there. But, as I explained, when Mr. Bavasi made the 

statement that he Clid, that all I wets trying to do was get 
more money out of the game, that nothing would have got me 

25 playing another ye.1r. 

SOLTHERN DISTRICT COURT Rl'.:PORTERS 
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Q At the time you got Mr. Bavasi's call, yaahad al-

ready determined in your own mind to accept the position with 

Mr. Black at Chock Full O'Nuts? 

A That's correct: yes, sir. 

Q And you did in effect accept a position with Chock 

Full O'Nuts: is that right? 

A That is correct • 

Q How long did you remain with them? 

A Seven years. 

O And what are you presently doing? 

A I'm in the sea food franchising business with 

Proteus Foods, Inc. 

O You have an executive position with that company? 

A I am vice-president of the subsidiary company. 

O And would it be fair to say that in the years since 

you have given up your career as a profesaional baseball 

player you have been equally if not more successful as a 

business executive? 

A I .can't say that: no, sir. Than I was as a base-

ball player? Is that what you are saying? 

Q Yes. 

A No, sir. I cannot say that. 

Q You have been successful, however, si~? 

A Yes, I would say so. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
UNITED STATES COt.JRT HOUSE 
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2 Q And do you think that your fame and skill as a 

3 baseball player and your career as a baseb~ll player helped 

4 

5 
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25 

you in developing your career as a businessman? 

A Yes,sir; I do. 

Q By the way, this decision not to play was in January 

or was it earlier than that? 

- A It was in December, sir. Yes, sir. 

0 December of --

A '56. 

Q December of 1956? 

A That's correct. 

Q And do you recall writing a lettar to the New York 

Giants advising them of your decision not to play? 

A I don't know whether I did or not. I could have, 

very well. I wrote a number of letters at the time; yes. 

Q I show you 

MR. HUGHES: Excuse me , your Honor. 

I ask that this paper be marked for identification. 

(Defendant Feeney et al Exhibit E marked for 

identification.) 

O Mr. Robinson, I show you a letter ··or, really, 

a Xerox copy of a letter. I ask you to look at it and tell me 

whether that is your signature. 

A It's my signature; yes, sir. 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS 
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0 And is that a letter that you wrote to the New York 

3 Giants? 

·· ·a .[,;···- 4 A That's correct. That's my letter. 

5 MR. HUGHES: I offer it :in evidence. 

6 THE COURT: Show it to counsel, please. 

'.:.:.: 7 MR. GOLDBERG: Your Honor, I have no objection. 

8 THE COURT: Mr. Kramer? 

9 
MR. KRAMER: No objection. 

10 THE COURT: Received. Mark it in evidence, Mr. 

11 Clerk. 

xx 12 
(Defendant Feeney et al Exhibit E for identification 

13 
received in evidence.) 

14 
THE COURT: You may read it into the record, Mr. 

15 
Hughes. 

16 
MR. HUGHES: It's a letter on the stationery of 

17 
Chock Full O'Nuts, 425 Lexington Avenue. 

18 
(Mr. Hughes read into the record Defendant Feeney 

19 
et al Exhibit E in evidence.) 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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Q Mr. Robinson, do :rou recall being a witness 

before a Senate committee• in the year 1958? 

A I don't know the exact year. I have been 

before them, sir, maybe fifteenv twenty times. 

Q Do you recall an appearance after you had retired 

from baseball? 

A Which committee, 11:lr, because ! say I havs been 

before Senate committees fifteen, twenty times? 

THE COURT: And also which Sen.nte? 

Q Did you appear before a subccrnrnit.tee oa the 

antitrust monopoly of the Committee of the Judiciary of the 

United Statea Senate, 85th Congress, in. 1958? 

A I could ~1ery well, sir. I am not. pos~.tive it 

was that committGeo 

Q In any eve·:1t, you do rr;call making ~P2:7'~:;arances 

from time to time before Senats ccmn:U:·taea? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Do you r~call making an appearance bafore a 

Senate ccm..tttl ttee a~~t3r you had retired from prof ennion~l 

baseball? 

A That .Ls co~rect, yea, sir. 

Q And d:i..J. you, on th0 occa:licr:. cf o:.ie o:: your 

app~arances subsaquen·i: to the time 'i:.hat you were a pro·· 

fessional baseball player 1 tell the stfocor.1mi tt.ee : ··I am 

SOIJT!-.cRN DISTR!CT Q)URT R:::PORTERS 
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highly in favor of the reser11e clause"? 
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A I don't recall maki:r~g that statmnent, air. Maybe 

I did. 

THE COURT: That 0 !3 an an.swer. .Just say "I 

don't remember." That's it. 

N·axt questiono 

Q Mr. Robinson, I show you a transcript of what 

purports to be your statement or testimony before that 

committee, and I will also show you the first page of the 

document to help you perhaps identify and focu3 upon it, 

and I call your attention to the sentence which is under-

lined in ink on Page 295 of this volumeo Do you s~e 

the sentence to which I am referring? 

A Yes, I do~ 

Q Having seen tha': 1 does that refr8sh ycur r·~collec 

tion as to whether you told that ccmmltte.~, ··:~ ~rr. hig:11y 

in favor of the re3erve clause~? 

A And I think I also 3aid, I think --

Q Just a mornento 

THE COURT: I am sorry to interrupt. Let'~ take 

it easy. 

tha·t? 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Q Does that refresh yo'l!r r~~ccJ.l .. 1ction thi:Yi: you said j 

S~UTi-f'.::RN DlSTR!CT CJUr:T 1:;:: i:::~JFT~i-'.$ 

UN:TE!:> ST.t .. Tr::.; C·J~lf': "'.: \· '.:>}~; : ; 
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2 I may have said that, siro 

3 THE COURT: That 0 s it, Be careful. This is 

4 a sensitive area of evidence.. He merely asks you looking 

5 at tha't paper -- I don°t know what it is1 you have looked 

6 at it -- as you look at that page does it open up something 

7 in your memory so that you can say now, ··Oh , yes , I 

8 remember now, I did say such and such," or dceu it fail to 

9 pierce your memory? That is all he asked you. 

10 THE WITNESS: Well, I could have said that. 

11 

I 
THE COURT: Next question. 

12 Q Does tha fact that this purports ~o ce an officia.i 
I 

13 document in any way serve t:o refresh your recollection a3 

, 14 to whether you did or did not say that? That calls ~or 

15 an answer yes or no, Mr. Robinson o 

16 I could have, yes; sir. 

17 Q When you say you ·:::ould have, would you hav·a, 

18 in 1958; said, "I am highly in favor of the reserve 

19 clause"? 

20 
THI:: ~'l!TN~SS: Mr. JustiC::;! 

21 MR~ HUGHES: Excuse m~ .. 

THE COURT: Mr.. Robinson, I am sorry. · und·ar · 

23 stand you ~ I understand a witness wl"?.o h :;- s a c;re2t daal 

24 to say on a csrtain subjecto It is natural, b't!t th~re 

25 are r u les here, too, and the rules say t h a t you must answ0r 

SCl.JTHERM DlSTF\lCT COURT R~PGRTERS 
UNITED ST;., ·~s (.i;ur.lT Hc~ ;s;: 
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2 that question directly. You must no·t expand. 

3 THE WITNESS: I am sorryo 

4 A I can not recall. 

5 THE COURT: That is the answer. 

6 . Next question. 

7 MRo HUGHES: -Would you repeat the question? 

8 I think the witness didnat gat the full flavor of the 

9 question. 

10 Just a moment, Mr. Robinson. We will repeat the 

11 question. 

12 THE COURT: Mr. Court Reporter, would you be 

13 good enough to repeat the question. Take your time, find 

14 the question and confront. the witness with it. 

15 (Quesstion reade) 

16 A What do you want from me now? 

17 Q I want an answer from you, yes or no, to that 

18 questiono 

19 A Yea, I could have. 

MR~ GOLDBERG: Your Honoru I have a basic objec-

21 tion. It is the usual yes and no answer. I think it 

22 
1 

is appropriate to ask a witness did he aay it, or did ha 
i 

not, but it io not appropriate, I sugge3t in all 1.'L~ference -·L 
I 

24 

25 

your Honor can give instructim'ls to a witness -- as to 

how to instruct him to testify. 
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THE COURT: That is trueo Mr. Robinson 

has already taken care of it. He says, "Yes, I could 

have." That's his best answer • 

Next questiono 

Q Now, you have told us on your direct examination-

THE COURT: I am sorry to interrupt you now, 

Mr. Hughes. Do you want now to have any statement at this 

juncture that what you say appears there does actually 

appear? I take it that Justice Goldberg will concede that 

the United States Senate? 

M~o GOLDBERG= Your Honor, I have no objection 

to ha•Ting the whole testimony go in. 

THE COURT: Very well. 

MRo HUGHES: That isn't what your Honor asked. 

THE COURT: Everybody is so rnagnaniuous, you 

know. rtea a wonderful shew of spirit. Lat's try to con-

fi.ne it. 

Q Mr. Robinson, of cou?:"se the fact of the matter 

is when you appeared bafore that committee you had other 

things to say, didn't you? 

A Right after I made that statement. 

~GUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REF'ORTEHS 
U:-!ITED STATES COURT Hauss 

Fo~r.-; $Q'J.(15~!:: _, N. Y., N.'(. 10CW' TEl .. ~~~~,JE ~ CC:.:nur-o 7~·~::;:n 



gwb-G Robinson-cross 215 

2 Q You had other things to say? 

3 A Yes, sir. 

4 Q But you did make that statement, didn't you? 

5 A I repeat, sir, that's 1958. I repeat I could 

6 have. 

Q 7 Didn't you just two mil\utes ac;o say you said 

8 other things right after that statement? 

9 A I said I could have, siro You can lock at the 

10 record, I believe. 

11 THE COURT: Now you are becoming an advocate. 

12 THE WITNESS: I am sorry, sir. 

13 THE COURT: I have to pzotect the legal pro-

14 f ession. We dcm' t butt in with basebal 1 because we don't 

15 know the first thing about ito Now you leave us a:i.01u!. 

16 THE WITNESS: Yes, siro 

17 Q Mr .. Robinson, when you were a professional 

18 baseball player, was thera a Players Association? 

19 A I don°t believe so, nor sir. 

20 Q 

l 
I 
I 
I 
t 
I 
' 
! 

II 
21 A 

That came after your time? 

I don't recall being a parl 
l 
l 

I think it did, yeso 

23 

24 

I 
! 

! 
Q Have you kept track of the game sufficiently f 

of a Players Association theno 

25 to be aware of the fact that there ia a Players Association? I 
I 
; 
I 

! 
SC!.ffi~ERN Of STRICT COURT REPCRTER:S 
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A Oh, yes, sir, I know ther-e is a Players Associa-

tion. 

Q And would you say that that. was a beneficial 

thing from the standpoint of the play~rs, to have a Players 

Association? I 
i 

subsequenl 

A Y,es, air. 

Q And this is a devalopmen·t · that occurred 

to the time when you were playing professional baseball? 

A I don°t recall whether it was subsequent or not, 

sir. I don°t want to make that statement. 

THE COURT: He doesn't rec~ll whether it was 

subsequ~nt or not. 

Next ques·ticn o 

Q And wouldn't you aay that a Players Association 

is in a position to negotiate with clubs on behalf of 

players concerning their playing conditions, including such 

things as a reserve system and other matter8? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q I understood you ~o say on your exa.'1linat.ic·1~ 
! 

that you favored changes in what I thought you d~~cribed 

as t.he reserve clause. _ Is tha-t the expression you us':'ld, 

A I don't know whether that is or not, sir. 

Q The rc~ason I ask it, Mr. Ro_binson r is that there 

SOiJTI-!ERN DlSTRlCT CDti:<T [~EFORTL:P.S 
l!NlTED STATES C!'...~J~T Hcus:: 

r"';~_-:- , ~ '\" 7'"'. ···: . ....... . .. 

! 



• 

gwb-8 Rob:b'!:3-0n-cr·=iss 217 

2 has been used here the term "reserve clause" and there 

3 has also been used here the tenn areserve system." 

4 And when you used, as I think you used, the 

5 expression •reserve clausew in your dirsct examination, wera 

6 you referrinog to the Uniform Player's Contract? 

7 A I was referring to ·the reserve clause as I 

8 understand it. 

9 Q Tell me what you understand the reserve clause 

10 to be'. 

11 A It means to me that a player is ·tied to a 

12 ball club for life. That'o all it means to me. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Q Do I understand, however you interpr~t the 

expression "rsserve clause" or "res3rve system," that your 

·testimony is that you favor modific~tions of that system'? 

Is 'that rigM:? 

1'1. That is correct~ I doc 

Q You don°t favor the d~structicn of the sy~item, 

do you? 

I~ No, siro 

Q And yo~ never hava f avor~d th~ destruction of 

the ~ystem? 

A No, sir. 

Q And wouldnct you really :r~ccgnizo that there 

haa to be soma kind of. a system for baseball to .operate 

~OtJrHERN 01sr:;.1cr COu"RT RE?C.f<T~RS 
L!NlTcD STATES COURT HOUSE 

' ... ,,.. ..... -- ... -. - .. , 
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2 satisfactorily? 

3 A Yes. 

4 Q And your point simply is that there can, in 

5 your judgment, be changes that would improve it from the 

6 players' standpoint, isn't that the sum and substance 

7 of your testimony? 

8 A Yes, sir. 

9 Q And you go no further than that: you don't 

10 advocate abolishing the whole system? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

24 

A No, sir, I do noto 

Q Do you agree with me that if you did abolish the ! 
• 
1 

whole system so that players ware free to come and go as they 
' 

choose at any time that you would eventually really destroy 1
1
;, 

the whole cornpeti tion in the g~·ne cv.ar a lor..g period of 
i 

years? 

A No, sir, I don't agrea with that. 

Q Well, do you feel t.hat there should bie complet~ 

liberty at all times for a player tc go from one club 

to another, er do you favor a pl?riod dtrrieg whici1 he is 

tied to a ball club? 

A That's rightg yes, sir. 

Q So that, as I undarstand it --

THE COURT: I don't know to what part of 

your qu~stion "that~s right" applies. 
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As I underBtand itv you favor some period of 

3 time during which a player ia tied to the ball club for 

4 which he is playing? 

5 A That's righto 

6 Q And you say there should come a time when he 

7 would have some liberty to change? 

8 A Y1?s, siro 

9 Q But you don't go beyond that, that is, you don't 

10 advocate that he .should be free to come and go as he 

11 pleases at any time he pleases at any tim~ in his caraer, 

12 is that right? 

13 A That's right~ 

i4 THE COURT: In view of this lc:.st bit of teati-

15 monyD I would like to talk to ccunuclu 

16 Mr. Court Reportero 

17 (At the side baro) 

18 THE COURT: In the light of what has j ust been 

19 brought out, I am tempted, in order to be infonne~, to 

20 inquire,. and :r would like you tc inquire if you agr.ae 

I 
l 
I 
I 
I 21 with me, juat what he would like to see dcne with the reserve 

22 system. 

23 

25 

MR. HUGHES: Well --

THE COURT: You don It l ike tha:t? 

MR. HUGHES: I think --
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THE COURT: I don ·it want to but:t in.. 

MR. GOLDBERG: I will ask that on redirect. 

MR. HUGHES: I think I have to go along my 

own way. 

MR. KFA~ER: Can we bear in mind Mr. Miller's 

testimony is not complete? That is the problem here. 

THE COURT: All righto 

(In open court • ) 

MR. HUGHES: I have no further question3. 

MR. KRAMER: I have no further q~estion3. 

THE COURT: Will you hold it a mir..ute? 

(Pause.) 

THE COURT: I am scrry, Mr. Hughes. 

BY MR. HUGHES: 

Q Mr. nobinson, you made r·~f erer-~c~ t:::i Den 

Zimmer and said that he was on the bench for a number of 

years. Did there come a time wr.en he bacam~ a r~gularr 

to your knowledge? 

A I don;t think he did en our ball club, :no, sir. 

Q I am not talking about your ball clubr sir. 

A I can°t answer that 6 air. 

Q You don't raally know? 

A I don 3 t know. 

Q Did there come a time ·when Miksis became a 

SOUTHERN DISTRtCT COURT R!::?CR":-ERS 
UNITED STA TES CGu~-;- \~CtJSE 
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regular? 

A Yes. 

F:ob.Lnson ·-eras s 
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Q Did there come a 'tirne when Don Hoak became a 

regular? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And this was after their contracts were assigned 

to other clubs? 

A Miksis, not Don Hoak. 

Q Yes. Hoak became a regular with the Dodgers, 

is that correct? 

A Yes, after I left. 

Q And Miksis beca.Ttle a regular with a;,1ot:1er club? 

A The Chicago cubs, I believe, sir. 

MR. HUGHES: All right. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GOLDBERG: 

Q Mr. Robinson, in your opinion, wt.at type of 

modification would accommcx:late the needs of the c l ub:3 and 

the playara in a reserv~ system? 

A Well, in my opinion, sir, after a cet"t.a.in numb~r 

of years with a ball club this individual could say to th~ 

owners, "You know, I hava a chance to do such and such a 

thing to improve my cond~tion.~ Then h~ should have 

that chance after a certain number of yaars . I thi:nk the 

owner o would also have to r e cognize that since they have 
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