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Q And did you feel that as far as you personally
were concerned, you were treated well?

A Yes, sir.

' Q And would that also be true of your year with'the
Pittsbuigh Pirates?

A Yes, sir.

MR. GOLDBERG: Would you talk up, Mr. Greenberg,
beczuse the court reporter has to get it.
Excuse me, Mr. Hughes.

Q And as I understand the thzust of your testimony,
it is not that you consider that the owners of the base-
ball clubs treat theirplayers poorly so much as you think
there is a misunderstanding between the player attitude and
the owner attitude; isn't that really the main thrust of
your testimony?

A I think there is a lack of understanding between
the players and the owners, and I think it's understandable,
because there's so few players among the owners.

Q Since you ceased to be a player, there has
developed a players' association, has there not?

A I understand there has, sir.

Q I mean, you are aware of its existence? Ycu are

aware of the existence --

A I'm not a member of it, sir.
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Q I understand you are not, but you are aware of its
existence?
A Yes, sir.

Q And would you say that one of the functions of such
an organization would be negotiation with the owners with
reference to these very things that you are talking about?

A Well, I don't know who should do it.

Q Somebody should do it?

A Someone should do it, and --

Q You think it should be a matter of negotiation
between parties acting in good faith towards one another?

A I certainly do. I think the players must recog-
nize that they have responsibilities to the game as well as
the owners, and that will ccme about when you do have this
relationship between the owners and the players, in my
opinion.

Q And you do have to have some kind of a system that
will assure continuity of the game and attracting pecple from
the business side, the financial side, to put the necessary
money into the game ,to finance it as a game?' You recognize
that, do you not?

A It would seem so; yes, sir.

Q And you would feel that the game has to be so

structured -- whether you have specific views about it or

SOUTHERN DISTRICT CQOURT REPORTERS
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not, it has to be so structured that you have to be able
to atizact owners inté a system which assures competition
to the field. Isn't that the primary object of the game?
A Well, I don't know what aspect you are discussing

here. From the standpoint of investing in the game, from

(N

& new owner?

Q From the standpoint of investing in the game.

A Well, I don't think people go into the game as an
investcr because you have a reserve clause that was passed
by the Supreme Court in 1923. ; don't think that's any con-
sideration. I think that the game -- I would be perxfectly
willing tc invest in baseball tomorrow if we had no reserve !
clause.

0 And when you refer to the reserve clause, are you
referring to that provision in the Uniform Plaver's Contract?

A Yes. Well -~ yes; I am.

Q Now, Mr. Greenberg, in the latter part of your
association with baseball, yocu were on the cwner-management
side of the table so to speak; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And are you familiar with the fact that the major

league clubs do make investments in the minor league clubs

and in player development generally? You- are familiaxr with

that?

o el it il b o Sl A i
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A Yeé, sir.

Q And you regard that as important and necessary to
the game?

A I definitely do, sir.

Q In other words, it is your feeling that you have
to bring a player along, so to speak? He goes through a
period of training and development; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And when he gets to the major leagues, would you
say -- and I am talking now generally, because there are
certainly dramatic exceptions, including yourself -- but
when he gets to the major leagues, is there a pericd even
when he is on the major league club when he is coming along
and developing right on the club itself -- the average
player?

A Do I think what, sir? I didn't follow that.

Q Do you say that even after he's gotten onto the
major league club, there is a period of years necessary
for him to come to the full development of his skills as a
major league baseball player?

A In some cases that's correct, sir.

Q Yes, and in some cases not, but in most cases

is it not correct?

A I wouldn't have statistics, but I would presume

SCUTHERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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that most young playefs that join major league clubs, it
takes them a year or two before they can break into the
line-up.

Q But my question is, does it take them a year or two,

perhaps longer, really to develop their full skills as a

player?

A . Well, the oniy way I could answer that is that itm“
took me five years to develop my skills.

Q And would you --

A I don't know how it would apply to other players.
Some sooner, but --

Q On an average, would you think it would'take four or
five years?

A T would think so; yes, sir.

Q So it would really be a period of four or five years
before the owner, who had developed the player, would be
getting the full benefit of this player's playing skill; is
that correct?

A Well, I don't know how you want me to answer that,
sir.

Q I want you to answer it ves.

THE COURT: Of course, youare not here to accommodate
anybody.

MR. HUGHES: I realize that.
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PHE COURT: What is your answer, under oath?
MR. HUGHES: Perhaps you would like the question
again.
THE WITNESS: Perhaps I don't fully unde;atand it.

THE COURT: You will get the question, and see if

it is clearer. If it isn't, Mzr. Hughes will be delighted to

reframe it.
Read the pending question, Mr. Reporter.
(Questicn read.)

A In my particular cass Mr. Hughes, I played three
years in the minor leagues and two years in the major leagues
and when I said it took five years for me to develop, I meant
that at the end of the second year I was a2lready an establishg
ballplayer, and I played in the World Series. I was very
fortunate in the second year, wewere in the World Series.

But the average player, I couldn't tell you that.
I think it takes a definite pericd of time before a player
develops, and the owners then could take advantage of his
services.

Q Without boast, would you say you camealong faster
than the average?

): I really wouldn't know that, Mr. Hughes. I really
don’t know.

Q Now, is there a factor of team stability, that is,
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in developing a team, that it does take time to develop a
good team?

A Yes, sir.

Q'. You take a good double-play combination, such as
Mr . Robinson and Pee Wee Reese. It takes time to develop
that kind of a combination, does it not?

A Definitely so.

Q And would you say that team stability is a factor
that should be.taken into account in deciding whether and
when and to what extent players can shift around from one
club to another?

A I definitely think it takes time to develop a club,
and the players get familiar with each other's abilities,
andmest of the clubs in the days when I played were players
who had been together, the nucleus of the club were players
who had been togather for a reasonable length of time or even
longer than that.

Q It brings a stability, and it also improves the
overall playing quality of the club if they play tcgether?

A Yes, sir.

Q Over the years?

A Yes, sir.

Q And would you think it was desirable to have a

system which would assure that they would play together at
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least over a reasonable number of years, some reasonable
number of years?

‘A I believe I answered that in saying yes; I do.

Q  Mr. Greernberg, I want to go back for a moment to
your testimony with reference to the reserve clause in the
player contract. I understood you to say that you would

favor the elimination of that provision entirely; is that

correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q Well, does that mean that you would favor a system

by which a player at the end of each playing year would be
free to play'for some other club or any club he chose?

A Let me -- the reason I said, eliminate it, rather
than revise it was that there had bkeen so much conversation
about the reserve clause shculd ke revised or changed.

‘I think that the reserve clause, as evervone understands
it -- vexy few people do, unless ycuhave been a ballplayer,
and you have to get the definiticn of it -- it's merely a
clause in a uvniform contract, one paragraph, which gives

the club the right to retain the services of the playexr

over a period of years, and I think that ought to be elimin-

ated so that in the eyes of the public the reserve clause

is eliminated.

Now, what you substitute for it to protect the
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owner's rights to the player is something that should be

negotiated between the players and the owners that's satis-

factory to both parties.
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UNITED STATES CQURT HOUSE
UARE, N.Y., N.Y. 10007 TELEPHONE: CORTLAND 7-4580




™ 7

16

1

13

14

G

16

17

-
Go

19
€0
21
Z%

23

o s v oo o

e

gwb-1 _ Greenberg=-cross 247

0 Well, you do agree that if you eliminate it,
as you say, because scmehow or other it has beccme a clause |
that has created friction between the owners and the
players, you do agree there has to be something in substitu-
tion for it?

A I do. I think that should be negotiated.

Q0 If I can pursue that allegation further, you
do not feel that at the end of each playing season any playa¥
whether he is a one-y=ar player or a two-year player, is
just free to go to any other club and play for that

other club, is that correct?

A I think the players themselves, having functioned

under the reserve clause all these years, recognize the fact
that the club has some equity in the players' services and

I think that they -- as far as I kncw, I have never dis-
cussed it with them. I met Mr. Miller for the first time !
teday and haven‘'t digcussed this with the plavers. I mean
I stopped playving in ‘47, so it has been a gcod many years.
But X taink that the players reccgnize that the club should
have some hold on them and I feel that it should be very

simple to negotiate a term or a pericd of time in which

DS S

the player is signed to a club and he has no rights to
leave until that period of time has expired.

Q So what what you are really saying -- you express .
SOUTHESRNM CISTRICT COURT 1WEFORTERS
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it in terms of eliminating a raszerve clause, bub vecu do
think, as you put it, that the club ovar some period of time
should have a hcld on the players’® services?

A I da. I think thaz's -=

THE COURT: “I de® is sufficiert, unless you
feel you have to amplify.
THE WITNESS: "I 4do" ig fine.

Q And you think it i3 a subject matter of negotia-
tion bztween the clubs and the Plavers Association?

) However it works out, whether it is the Players
Asscciation or players or how it works ou%., Whathoer the
owners -- I would prefer the cwners of thzii’ own volition
would change it themselves and say, “W2 recugnize thas
times have changed and it's time for bassbell *c ravize
its conkract and we think that mayba we can function uade
a new system," and do it themselves instzad of having
to take it to court or having to take it to the Players
Association, and vork it ocut that way., That is my perscnal
opinicn, and I ¢hink it cen be done in many, nmany ways,

and the game would continue to furction and operate and

5]

the players would be probably more satisfisd and I think

it would be be2st for all intevests concaernad,

Q But you do feel that the owners siould have soma

hold over the players?
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_ redirect !
2 A I would think sgo, yes, sir. a
) MR, HUGHES: That is all, your Honor. %
4 MR. KRAMER: No guestions, ycur Honor. :
5 REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GOLLCBERG:
6 o) Mz. Greenberg. just one additional gquesticn.
7 Irn your capacity as part of the ownership and management 5
8 of prcfeszional kaseball teams, are you familiar with the %
¥ practice of how development costs of a player are written g
i0 off for tax purposes? i
11 A Well, it is an expense. It is an excense. It g
12 is written off entirely during the season in which it is é
13 incurred, unless vou have a contract with a plarar, as we ;
H
14 & did in the old days, three, four, five-y=zar contiuct, i
12 | 30,000 a y=ar, and then you wculd write off the 37,009 that §
1 first year, thirty the next year until such tims 13 you paidg
17 the player all hes is entitled to. ?
L Q Absent a lcng term contract -- %
X A Yas. :
<t Q -=- de I understand you to say it is writtea off é

3%
¢al

within the year?

e

e A That's right.

% MR. GOLDBERG: Thank you very much.

% THE COURT: Gentlemen, I take it that I cen say |
A %

to Mr. Greenberg that his testimony has been ccompletsd and
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