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Dear Notre Dame Law School Class of 2007,

Welcome to Notre Dame Law School! We are thrilled to be among the first to
receive you into our family. We know that this is an exciting and scary time for you, and
if you are anything like we were just a couple of years ago, you probably have plenty of
questions about law school, Notre Dame, and South Bend. That’s why we’re sending
you this Guide. We hope that it will give you answers to many of your questions and that
it will provide a window into what Notre Dame is like. We’re sure that once you look
through that window, you’ll be as eager to join us as we are to have you!

This is called an Insider’s Guide because it has been written entirely by students.
A group of about fifteen of us volunteered to collect information and reflect on our
experiences to publish this Guide. The end result is a lot of information that we hope will
make your transition into law school at Notre Dame easier, and your first months on
campus more fun. This isn’t a comprehensive guide to everything you need to know to
get through law school, but it is a great place to start. Whether you’re trying to figure out
where to live next year, what is the best way to get to and around South Bend, where to
find a good Italian restaurant, or what law students do on the weekend, this Guide will be
a terrific resource.

Although many of us never expected to, we have come to treasure our experiences
here at NDLS. The professors, the students, and the staff of this law school are unique—
their warmth, friendship, and true support have made studying law at Notre Dame fun
and, undoubtedly, has provided us with a better hope that our enthusiasm, and that of
other students, will be apparent throughout this Guide. Although we know that you have
already been inundated with information from the Law School and from the University,
we have enjoyed putting this Guide together for you, and we hope that this look at NDLS
from the perspective of your soon-to-be colleagues will be valuable as you prepare for
classes in August.

Once again, welcome! Enjoy your remaining months before you begin law
school, and we greatly look forward to seeing you in August!

Best wishes,

Zfah Ferrznan W 'Z'sten Bailey E j
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A Different Kind of Lawyer

IT’s NoT JusT HYPE

Okay, you've seen the admissions material; you’ve heard the catch-phrase that
Notre Dame trains a different kind of lawyer. It sounds terrific that we are different, but
what does it mean? We tried to write something that explained it, but what we wrote
ended up sounding too formal and too much like it was written by someone in the public
relations department. So instead, we asked students for examples and thoughts as to what
being a different kind of lawyer means. Here’s a sampling of what we heard:

The case of PepsiCo v. Leonard is becoming a favorite among law
students. Indeed, most of us had heard of it before we even got here — it’s
the one about the guy who collected 7,000,000 Pepsi Stuff points and
demanded the Harrier Jet portrayed in the commercials. And so when we
got to it in Contracts class, we all assumed that Professor Mr. Bellia would
just point it out as an amusing illustration of the doctrine of offer and
acceptance and move on — but his first question was whether the jury
should have awarded Leonard the plane regardless of the strictures of the
law. He led a discussion on the importance of discovering when
observing the letter of the law doesn’t necessarily produce a just result —
and that justice is often best served by the jury’s expression on conscience.
I suspect that there are few other schools where a discussion of whether a
Pepsi commercial constitutes an offer for the purposes of contract leads to
a discussion of deeply rooted values of justice and right — but at Notre
Dame, it’s a daily exercise.

Kate Leahy, Class of 2006

The summer before I started law school, I was scared. I had watched the
movies, read the books, and heard the stories. I was expecting to be
miserable for three years, never taking my nose from a book and
constantly competing with my classmates. However, I was pleasantly
surprised by my first year at Notre Dame. The students, in my class and
the 2Ls and 3Ls, were nice and helpful—sharing outlines, forwarding
notes when I missed class, and discussing reading when I was confused.
Furthermore, the professors encouraged us, even as 1Ls, to get involved in
other activities and not allow law school to take over our lives. They even
gave us “pep talks” before our exams. I enjoyed my first year of law
school, much to my surprise and delight!

Anna Jencopale, Class of 2006

Right before each final during my 1L year, the lounge was filled with my
classmates who were calming each other down and asking each other last
minute questions and clarifications. After each final, we would go out to
dinner or a movie or something like that to clear the old final out of our
minds and prepare for the next final. This was just one of many ways that

An 'ngiJerls @uiJe to No’c‘r’e Dame l_aw Sckoo'




I saw a community developing first during my first year. Notre Dame
lawyers care about their communities and the people that make up those
communities.

Kate Meacham, Class of 2003
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A Catholic Law School

CALLING AND IDENTITY

“We believe in God here,” Professor Richard Garnett said, to begin his first year
criminal law class. “You are free to disagree. But at Notre Dame, belief in God means
that the law is about more than a paycheck. It means the law is about justice. And we
believe justice is a reflection of the mind and heart of God.”

At Notre Dame, we affirm that every human person is created in the image and
likeness of God. Students of all faiths, races, and political beliefs attend this school.
They are all welcome, loved, and accepted in a community that many students have
characterized as closer than they would have expected, and closer than any other law
school with which they are familiar. You do not have to be Catholic to attend Notre
Dame or to enjoy this school.

When you get here, however, you will notice that who we are, as a Catholic law
school, is neither vague, nor ethereal; who we are is a transcendental sign to the world.
In an age of moral relativity, we champion God’s natural law. In an American academia
that is largely godless, we acknowledge our dependence on our Heavenly Father. In a
society that values individualism and secularism, we define
the human person in relation to others. In a culture that

celebrates diversity for its own sake, we rejoice not in our «
differences, but in the unity that we forge by focusing our
shared identity as children of God. We know
Our natural law identity is represented by the who we are. Thus,
Natural Law Institute, housed here at Notre Dame. It also
reflected in the courses on St. Thomas Aquinas, Morality we know what we
and the Law, and End of Life Issues offered here. are called to do.
Our humble dependence is embodied in our o4

professors, many of whom begin class with a prayer and
lead student prayer groups and faith discussion groups
outside of the classroom.

Our relational nature is apparent in our vibrant community, which is seen at
Sunday mass in the law school, clothing and food drives for the poor, and meaningful
student/professor relationships. It is seen in a faculty that goes out its way to help
students learn and find meaningful employment (and is ranked fifth nationally in student
satisfaction).

Our focus on unity is evident in our shared mission of justice. A banner hanging
in the library reads: “If you want peace, work for justice.” Our Legal Aid Clinic testifies
to this mission, as does our Public Defender Program, and the vast number of Notre
Dame law students who enter pub lic service or social justice related professions.

St. Thomas More is quoted as saying, “Each day you hold your self like water in
your hands. If you spread your fingers just a bit, the water spills out; you lose your very
self.” At Notre Dame, we firmly hold our relational, our universal, our Catholic identity
as a sign to the world of the duty of justice of all to all. We know who we are. Thus, we
know what we are called to do.

An ’ngiJew/s GUiJe to Noh‘e Dame Law Sc%oo'




 DATHOLIE IN MANY WAYS

Come to Notre Dame Law School and you will not miss the fact that this is a
Catholic law school—and we believe the premier Catholic law school. There’s a marble
bust of St. Thomas More, the patron saint of attorneys, outside the library. There are
crucifixes in most rooms in the building. Some professors pray “In the Name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” before each class. But these are just trappings—the
real nature of Notre Dame Law School’s identity as a Catholic law school comes from its
devotion to integrating diverse approaches to the life of faith with the life in the law.

To make this clearer, you have to realize that the word “Catholic” has several
meanings. To most people, it refers to things having to do with the Roman Catholic
Church— the Mass, the Pope, the Rosary, etc. Notre Dame is Catholic in that sense — we
have regular masses, there are two priest-professors (Father Pearson and Father
Coughlin), and we have a class in canon law. Catholic also refers to the universal church
— what the Bible refers to as Christ’s body. Notre Dame is catholic in that sense as well —
there are Christians of many different denominations at the law school. Groups like the
Christian Legal Society provide opportunity for fellowship, and the beliefs of Protestant
and Orthodox Christians are as welcome in class discussions as the beliefs of Roman
Catholic Christians. Catholic also means broad in sympathies, tastes and interests.
Again, Notre Dame is Catholic — viewpoints from all points of the political spectrum are
welcomed and probed, believers of all faiths are encouraged to contribute to the dialogue
about the law, students of all races find a home in the law school community, and the
international LLM program means we always have a number of foreign attorneys in our
midst. In short, Notre Dame Law School embraces the diverse views of the nation and
world in which we live with the special emphasis on the historic Roman Catholic faith.

One of the reasons that I chose to come to Notre Dame was the Catholic
character it boasted. I think discussing the law at a Catholic school
enables a fuller discussion of the relationship between right and wrong
than students may receive at other law schools. The Catholic character of
this school facilitates discussion between Catholics and Protestants,
Christians and non-Christians alike in a way that friends at other
universities have not experienced. It also helps strengthen relationships in
this community between the student body and the faculty and staff and
makes the practice of the law a true vocation in every sense of the word. 1
feel I’ve received a complete education—academically, professionally,
and spiritually—by coming to Notre Dame.

Courtney Eschbach, Class of 2005

! MERRIAM-WEBSTER’S COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY 181 (10th ed. 2000).
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For Catholics, attending Notre Dame means the unique opportunity to
engage your faith while learning the law. It means attending Mass on
Sunday evenings with the law school community, choosing to say the
Rosary during lunch breaks, or engaging in religious discussions with law
school classmates over meals. On a broader kvel, though, attending a
Catholic law school means much more universal things to everyone who
comes to Notre Dame, whether Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, or Muslim.
As Professor Johnson, a visiting torts professor, said at the end of his
semester at Notre Dame to our 1L class, “There is just something different
and unique about Notre Dame.” 1 believe that Notre Dame is a unique
place because of its Catholic character and traditions, whether or not you
believe in the Catholic religion. The Catholic character of Notre Dame
truly creates a unique sense of community not found in other law schools.
Students, professors, and staff respect one another, value each other’s
opinions and seek to help one another in every way possible. At other law
schools, one would not imagine helping out a fellow student who missed a
class, or did not understand the material; at Notre Dame this is expected.
At other law schools students are wary to leave belongings in the library
for fear that another student will steal them in order to “fix the curve,”
walking around the law library at Notre Dame you find books left in
carrels for days in exactly the same place their owner put them. These are
just some of the many examples of the community at Notre Dame. Notre
Dame’s Catholic character creates this community through the universal
values of love, brotherhood and respect. So whether you are Catholic or
not, attending Notre Dame means that you will have a unique law school
experience, one that cannot be duplicated anywhere else.

Courtney Tawrese, Class of 2006

For students who are not Catholic (or just not faith-oriented) like myself, it
means you will have a lot of new friends who are. It means that there are
faculty members who will express views in debates and dialogues that
would be considered reactionary in most other modern law schools. It
means that many professors will start class with a prayer. It’s what you
make of it—if youwant to have a law school experience that includes
Catholic theology and social theory youdon’t have far to go. If youdon’t
care one way or another, youstill get a great legal education.

Erik Olson, Class of 2003

Notre Dame provides a platform for dialogue about faith and law. This
carries a connotation that faith is a prerequisite for discussion, but that is
not true. It merely opens up the discussionand doesn’t discourage the
discussion, like many other institutions. Faith here is not merely another
doctrine to be kept private, but one more way to look at the law; an
expanding principle.

Jocelyn Penner, Class of 2004
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Although I thought attending Notre Dame and being a member of the
Latter Day Saints Church might have posed some difficulties, I have found
Notre Dame to be a great community where individuals of any

background can feel welcome and appreciated for their views.
Ryan Dahl, Class of 2004

Notre Dame is an extraordinary place, with a unique spiritual environment
and a strong sense of community. The people and experiences I have
encountered at Notre Dame have changed my life forever. I was tentative
about the transition from serving in the Jesuit Volunteer Corps (JVC) to
the competitive nature and reputation of professional school. My first law
school class began with a short prayer to allow reflection on the
opportunity that we were all beginning together. The law school family
continuously supports its members during times of crisis, and times of joy.
The Notre Dame Law School has challenged my beliefs and allowed me to
ponder the reasons I chose to become a lawyer, who we are called to
serve, and how we can make a difference in the world.

Jim Murray, Class of 2004

I came to Notre Dame Law School, in large part because it is a Catholic
School. I am not Catholic myself, but I wanted to go to a school that
placed a premium on ethics and morals — in short — a law school where
students could openly discuss the whys behind our ethical obligations.
From working between undergrad and law school, I knew that almost any
job forces you to make decisions between doing the right thing, and
making compromises to get the job done. I know that Notre Dame is
providing each of us with a solid foundation on which to make the tough
ethical decisions that I know we’ll encounter as attorneys.
It sounds obvious to some, but do know that you’re coming to an )
unapologetically Catholic law school. This is a different atmosphere than
my friends at state schools experience. I’ve never felt that discussion on
religious issues, or any issue, has been stifled. In fact, one of the things I
value about Notre Dame is that students will debate any subject and you’ll
find all sides represented if you just take the time to listen to your
classmates.

Michelle Tyler, Class of 2005
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Community

OK, YOU’'LL HEAR A LOT ABOUT THIS

You will spend a lot of time in the law school building, there’s no way around it.
Three years at Notre Dame Law School are both difficult and enjoyable. Let’s face it,
law school anywhere is hard work, but going to law school at any of the first tier law
schools in the country will be incredibly demanding. You have to read thousands of
pages of legal material each semester, write at the highest standards, be prepared for
picayune questions from professors, and study hard for endless weeks to prepare for
exams that determine your entire grade—and that’s just the first semester. In spite of
everything else you read in this guide, realize that everyone at Notre Dame works hard.
The long hours and work aside, spending three years at Notre Dame is enjoyable. It’s
enjoyable because the people who come here care more about people than grades; more
about community than competition. Grades are still important, and some competition
still exists, but the most distinctive feature of Notre Dame Law School is the genuine
concern that the people here, from the Dean to the lady at the Irish Café, show for each
other.

I learned I had been accepted to Notre Dame Law Schoolon the day after
my father’s funeral. Inthe weeks and months that followed his
unexpected death, there were a lot of questions that I had to answer,
including whether I would go to Notre Dame for law school as well as
whether I would even go to law school at all. The admissions office
worked with me and gave me the extra time I needed to make those
decisions and when I did visit Notre Dame, I fell in love with the school.
And I committed myself, then, to becoming “a different kind of lawyer”
and part of the “Notre Dame community.” What I didn’t realize at the
time was that the Notre Dame community had also made a commitment to
me as well, a commitment to support and encourage, to challenge and to
strengthen me. I have experienced several instances of being welcomed
and challenged and supported by the members of the law school (faculty,
staff and students alike), yet one stands out and exemplifies this
community. On the morning after the six- month anniversary of my
father’s death, I had a hard time concentrating in class and wound up
“missing” the lecture, despite being in the classroom. When I talked to the
professor, Rick Garnett, after class and explained why I had been
distracted, his first response was to me as a person in pain, not as a
student. His parting comment to me that morning — “Take care of
yourself, Sarah” — was also directed toward me as a personand not a
nameless face in the third row. A few days later in our next class,
Professor Garnett called on me to discuss the case of the day. The result,
intended or not, was a renewed sense of connection with the law and the
law school community.

Sarah Fuhrman, Class of 2005
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What sets our faculty apart is the effort they will put forth not just for the
student body as a whole but also for each individual student. In looking at
other law schools whose academic standards were as demanding as ours, I
had not seen a more accessible, friendly faculty willing to donate as much
time and effort to the individual student as I had seen at Notre Dame Law.
These feelings tend to run deep among the student body as well. No
student here wants to see one of their classmates fail and will do a great
deal (within the boundaries of the Honor Code, of course) to help another
student in anyway he or she can. We are a community here. The ultimate
end is academic and personal success for everyone, but just as important
are the means by which we attain that success. The success of one is not
achieved to the detriment of another. The study and practice of law is
stressful enough. As a community, we learn together and support one
another. I cannot think ofa better environment in which to study law than
here at Notre Dame.

Bryan Wise, Class of 2003

Notre Dame law students become part ofa genuine community, notable
for its fellowship. I know;I’ve lived it. The first day of May finals during
my first year, my daughter seized for an hour. The doctors diagnosed her
with a brain tumor. We, and they, thought she might die. The law school
cancelled my finals before 1’d even contacted them, enlisted the entire
community in prayer efforts, and started engulfing us with love and
support that hasn’t yet stopped. Notre Dame made meals, raised all the
necessary funds (without being asked), and remodeled our apartment to
accommodate our daughter’s illness. Notre Dame perfectly fits the needs
and aspirations of people like my wife and I, who while not Catholic, look
for a school devoted to intellect, but an intellect embedded in love and a
devotionto the highest human virtues.

Adam Greenwood, Class of 2004

Notre Dame Law School really has the “family” approach that all their
marketing brochures advertise — from the football games to the teachers’
comic reliefand the never ending battle between which 1L section is
better. It has a special something when you’re studying yet still laughing
and smiling. Law school is tough, but it isn’t as bad when you’re enjoying
yourself.

Joyce Sioson, Class of 2005

This community has allowed me to remember that there is much more to
life than the classroom. Whether it is Notre Dame sports, meeting friends
for a drink or hanging out at someone ’s house, this community encourages
you to not spend every waking moment thinking, studying or worrying
about law school. And as a result, people at ND Law are arguably much
more happy than your “average” law student.

Ben Tschann, Class of 2004
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The Big Day: 1L Day One

OR, WHAT IN THE WORLD HAVE | GOTTEN MYSELF INTO

For some, the first day of classes in law school is no big deal; for others it can be
a terrifying experience. Many may have read One L or watched the Paper Chase, but it
is safe to say that while the books might represent Haryvard in the 1960s, they do not even
come close to representing the Notre Dame experience. No professor even resembles
Kingsfield, but they do expect you to have prepared well for class each day. Some will
use the Socratic method a lot (calling on a random student to discuss the cases assigned
for that class period); others will not use it quite as much.

Your first major introduction to the Law School community will be orientation,
which is a fun-filled, two-day whirlwind during which you will be shown everything
there is to be shown about the school. You will also meet your new classmates. Worry
not, there will be no corny icebreaker games. You won’t believe how friendly everyone
will be or how quickly you begin to feel at home. Do remember to get your ID Card (in
the basement of the South Dining Hall) before the Orientation festivities — you won’t
have much time during Orientation to go, and you’ll need it to get into the building on the
weekend.

As for the first day of classes, the best way to prepare for classes is to do the
assigned readings, and be ready to answer questions about the material. To that end, be
sure to stop by the announcement boards on the north side of the lounge, which you will
be shown during orientation. There you will find that most, if not all, of your teachers
have placed assignments to have prepared for the first day of school. Yes, you have
homework before you’ve even officially started. Welcome to law school. Please, please,
please — don’t think you can blow off the reading just because it’s the first day. The
professors do call on students on the first day and, while they won’t expect you to be
perfect, they will expect you to have read the material. Once again, welcome to law
school. You’ll quickly learn to love it.

Quick note: you may find that briefing the cases is also helpful, which basically
means writing a quick summary of the facts, what legal issue(s) are presented, how the
court resolved the issue, and the reasoning that it used. At least one of your teachers will
explain this process to you within the first couple of days.

On the first day, be sure to bring your textbooks, laptop and/or notepad, a pen or
pencil, and money or your ID card to purchase food and beverages. If you do have a
laptop, note that the building is wired for wireless internet, so bring a wireless card with
you for the down time between classes. You are not required to use a laptop in class, as
you would be at some schools. A rough estimate would be that about 60% of the students
use computers to take notes. The rest prefer to do so by hand. It’s a matter of personal
preference. You may want to try both ways to see which works best for you. Some
professors make diagrams or use tables, both of which can be tough to duplicate with a
laptop.
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You’ll also want to bring a combination or key lock for the lockers, graciously
provided for us by the administration, as the books get heavy quickly! If for some reason
there is already a lock on your assigned locker, see the registrar of the law school; most
likely a 3L left last summer and did not clear their stuff out.

As far as dress for the first day of classes, wear whatever you feel comfortable in.
If there’s one thing Notre Dame students are not, it’s uniform. You will be required to
wear a suit the first day of Orientation, but after that, it’s (almost) anything goes. It’s all
about what makes you feel best. The last thing you want to worry about is your clothes
being uncomfortable on your first day of law school.

Finally, don’t stress out about the first day. Professors will be understanding,
helpful and kind — just make sure you’ve done the readings. The 2Ls and 3Ls, as well as
the law school staff, will be around and eager to help you with any questions or problems
that you have. Enjoy the first day of many, and welcome to Notre Dame Law School!

‘wisl'\ La\v 2004
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Before Classes Start & Orientation

LIKE KINDERGARTEN—YOU GET TO STAND IN LINE

Getting everything in order before class starts is pretty simple at ND. The law
school will send you a continuous stream of correspondence making sure you know when
and where you can get everything you’ll need: parking permits, books, supplies, etc. The
law school will also let you know the schedule for registration, and there is a great
orientation program to make sure enrollment goes smoothly and you're ready for that
exciting first day of class.

Meal Plans

There are some things of which you should be particularly aware. The university
itself will send you particulars regarding each of these, but keep them in mind and don’t
forget to take care of them. First, whether you lucked out and got into Fisher Grad, or
you’re living in the “rustic opulence” that is Turtle Creek, it’s nice to have someone else
take care of your dining needs at least occasionally. Notre Dame Food Services has a
variety of meal plans for all students, on and off campus, ranging from a few meals per
week to a full 21 mealper-week plan, and varying amounts of Flex Points (usable at a
number of campus favorites including Burger King, Subway, Sbarro, Recker’s, etc.). If
nothing else, it’s handy to have a few meals so you can hit one of the two dining halls
with friends for lunch every now and then. The convenience of having your choice of
meals at a buffet instead of fending for yourself at home is especially nice when you need
to eat and your contracts assignment looms due in an hour.

Health Insurance

Health insurance is required to enroll in classes. During the summer, you will
receive insurance information. If you have insurance already, send proof of insurance to
Health Services. If you forget, the university will bill you for the standard student
insurance. If you forget to mail the insurance information in during the summer, take
proof of insurance to health services (just north of the Main Building) before classes start
or during the first week.

Campus Parking

Campus parking is a must for those living off campus, though some living in
houses near campus may find a brisk jaunt to the law school better than the trek from the
C1 lot where most law students park. A parking decal is easy to obtain, affordable, and
useful, especially since fines for parking in the all-too-inviting bookstore lot near the law
school can add up fast. For the 2003-2004 academic year, the parking decal cost $95.
The easiest way to get your parking decal is to sign up during the orientation day— just
remember your license plate number and registration. (After the first year, you can renew
your parking permit on-line.)
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Student IDs & Computer IDs

You will also want to get your student ID as soon as possible (before the bulk of
the undergrad freshman class arrives and lines become similar to those at Disneyland).
You should receive information about where to do this (usually South Dining Hall) over
the summer. It might also prove useful to get your computer set up for ResNet, the
university’s computer network. Everyone is issued an “AFS ID” which will be your key
to technology while at Notre Dame. Go to the Office of Information Technology
building located between the football stadium and the library (Touchdown Jesus) to get
the required information and software if you will need dialup access from an off-campus
apartment. Once again, the sooner you get this done the better, as they tend to be
swamped during the first couple weeks of classes. The law school has its own computer
staff, so you may want to check with them first. Believe me, you will get to know Dan
Manier and Tim Gritten very well. More information will be sent to you this summer.

Orientation

You'll receive information from the law school about the mandatory Orientation
weekend. Besides introducing you to the school and getting all of the formalities of
enrollment taken care of (which can now almost be done completely on the web),
Orientation will be the first time that you officially meet your classmates and many of the
older 2Ls and 3Ls as well. Take advantage of getting to know the unique and interesting
people you'll be sharing your next three years with BEFORE you are swamped with
reading assignments and studying. By the way, Orientation weekend will also be the
time that you can find the class assignments for the first day of law school. Check the
assignment board, located in the basement by the lounge, on Sunday to see how much
you have to read for Monday morning. Don’t worry, it’s never that bad.

The second day of Orientation (the non-dress up day) will be long and draining.
Be prepared to be overwhelmed by people, books, materials, forms, etc. Dress
comfortably; in particular, wear good shoes, because a campus tour should be on the
schedule. Also, bring some sort of money (cash, checks, credit cards) to pay for fees and
your books, as well as your car’s license plate number to get a parking sticker.

Remember a lock for your locker (you can also pick one up at the bookstore) and
a big sturdy backpack with which to haul all of the books you will be buying from the
bookstore back home to your apartment. It’s tempting to buy your books early, but we
recommend waiting. First, you won’t get your final schedule until Orientation. And,
more importantly, during the Orientation “field trip” to the bookstore, 2Ls and 3Ls will
be on hand make sure you get the exact books you need for your classes.

Another great inside tip (that not too many students know about on the first day
but learn to love) ... at Notre Dame, you can “charge” purchases at the bookstore to your
student account. What this means is that as long as you have your student ID card, you
can go to the bookstore and pay for your books with it. The purchase will automatically
show up on your student account. Also, your student account does not accrue interest
like credit cards, so you can actually put your books on your student account and pay
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them off throughout the course of the semester. However, be aware that the Office of
Student Accounts knows of this strategy and will not allow you to simply keep a running
balance straight through to graduation. If you abuse the privilege of “charging” to your
student account at the bookstore, they will cut off your card, so be careful. It is always a
good idea to bring a credit card along during Orientation anyways, just in case something
is screwy with your account.

The Orientation Weekend is a valuable experience, and it is a good idea to
attend all of the sessions. In addition to receiving an introduction to the
law school, you will also have the opportunity to meet and socialize'with
your new classmates. Also, remember to bring some sort of business attire
with you to school. You may need this for one of the orientation sessions

or for other events during the course of the year.
Elizabeth Gray, Class of 2005

Orientation doesn’t stop on the Saturday before school starts. Expect
random announcements/emails about just one more orientation event that
requires your attendance. It’s all valuable information... but they forget
to tell you that you belong body and soul to Orientation until the end of
September. There aren’t that many, but don’t begrudge the hour that some
well-meaning university official requests. It’s all to help you excel at
Notre Dame.

Brady Fritz, Class of 2005

Pretty much everything else you'll need to take care of occurs as part of
orientation. You will definitely need to get your books early, as there will be reading
assignments due on the first day and (unlike some undergrad courses with similar first-
day tasks) you will need to do them. Orientation will include a law school tour (when
you’re assigned lockers and mailboxes and get to see the library where you’'ll spend a fair
amount of time), your schedule of classes, your ID for accessing the campus network,
and other basic orientation activities, including the trip to the bookstore to get the
required texts for classes. Orientation also includes optional group service projects, such
as volunteering for the afternoon at a Goodwill Store or making care baskets at a
woman’s shelter.

e A FINAL CHECKLIST
~ OF THINGS YOU SHOULD BGET/TAKE CARE I

IRE CLASSES S

Student ID ResNet/Dialup access
Health insurance Books & a bag (during Orientation)
Parking (during Orientation) Meal plan
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Study & Time Management Tips

OR THE ANTI-“PAPER CHASE”...

You’ll quickly find that everyone in law school handles the academic side of
school a little differently... but there are some common things that help everyone. Here’s
a sampling of what those who have been through it have discovered:

THOUSANDS OF PAGES AND STiLL BE HOME By ¢

I think I was the only person in the country who was frightened by “Legally
Blonde.” The fiercely competitive classmates, hostile study groups, and unforgiving
professors that tortured Reese Whitherspoon’s character made ME wonder what I was
about to encounter at law school. As I left the movie theater these images merged with
other warnings about the lost hours of sleep and the thousands of pages of reading into a
big tangle of worry, fear, and concerns about whether or not I needed to rethink my
wardrobe for law school.

Luckily, all of these fears except one vanished rapidly. The pages of reading did
reach into the thousands by the end of the first semester, but I was amazed then, and
continue to be amazed, by the students, faculty, and administrators I have encountered
here. I’m sure you will find yourself impressed, as I often am, by your classmates’
eloquence, intelligence, and readiness to help. The faculty and administrative staff reflect
these attributes — please consider them allies and resources.

The workload is impressive, but I have taken a “business approach” to the
challenge. I arrive at school by 9:00 a.m. and leave by 5:00 or 6:00 p.m., depending on
what assignments are due. I am old-fashioned in that I outline the readings by hand, and
then create outlines on a computer for all of my classes at the end of the semester as a
review.

The hours between classes provide enough time to read homework assignments,
eat lunch with my friends, and take occasional walks around the lakes when the weather
cooperates. If I am focused enough during the day, my evenings are free to exercise,
cook dinner, keep in touch with my family, and go out with my friends. This schedule
left my Saturdays free for football in the fall (very important!) and I have continued the
“Saturdays Off” tradition into the spring semester. My Sunday afternoons are often spent
in the library preparing for Monday and working on long-term assignments. The Law
School Mass in the student lounge at 5:00 p.m. on Sundays usually finishes up the day
with a chance to reflect on the past week, anticipate the week ahead, and reflect on how
grateful I am to have the opportunity to attend school at Notre Dame.

Susan Brichler, Class of 2004

'wis% Law 2004



___ PROGRASTINATION—IT CAN WORK IN LAW ScHooL To
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Despite a number of claims to the contrary, a day in the life of a typical law
student doesn’t have to consist of working constantly, pausing only to sneak in an
occasional meal or doze off for a few hours before the 8:00 a.m. property class for which
you, naturally, didn’t have time to read. That’s not to say law school is a walk in the
park, by any means. I hope this little narrative shows that you can have at least a little
fun while you're here, as long as you remember there is still work to be done, and realize
that you can still do well in your coursework without giving up all semblances of a life.

Weekdays are fairly standard for most first year law students ... wake up around
7:30 or 8:00 (except for those blessed days when class starts a bit later, giving you more
precious hours of sleep), pack up for the day and go to the law school. I have every
intention of remaining there until sometime late in the afternoon, or possibly early
evening — this is a very realistic scenario. It’s always good to grab a quick breakfast
(those cereal bars are great on the run), and I like to get to the building with time to spare
before class for relaxing, socializing, or just trying to wake up.

To be honest, it doesn’t really matter to me which classes are up for the day, some
are obviously more enjoyable (some much more so) than others, but in the end, they all
count for roughly the same. I make sure to get the reading done in advance and hope
that, should I be called on to answer, the professor doesn’t ask me about the one point in
the assignment I didn’t understand or skipped over — this is always a distinct possibility
(Murphy’s Law is very appropriate for law students). Basically, I try to get what I can
out of the lecture/Socratic questioning, take plenty of notes, and plan on studying it later
(it’s amazing that “later” seems to mean, for every class, the week before the final). In
the event that class is perhaps more dull than usual, there are a number of diversions
available: solitaire on the laptop, a rousing game of Six Degrees of Separation— a slight
variation on the old Kevin Bacon game — or simply observing classmates trying to find
ways to amuse themselves as well. [Note: This is not to say I endorse not paying
attention in class, but we all have our moments of weakness, I suppose.]

Aside from class, there’s still plenty of work to be done for the day...this is why I
plan to be at the law school for many hours in a given day. Between classes is a great
time to sneak in a reading or two — unless you’re like me, in which case it’s a great time
to sit down with buddies and do a crossword or play around on the internet for a while
(procrastination is essential, if you ask me). Lunch at the venerable (and nearby) South
Dining Hall with friends is also a welcome break from the day’s labor, and it’s fun to sit
around and relax for a while, eating whatever “gourmet” selection is up in the rotation
and chatting about various things. At some point, however, usually after my last class, I
finally break down and get to work. This means several hours of reading, perhaps note
taking, and otherwise preparing myself for class. Not much to say about this part of the
day, but it has to be done. My philosophy is to treat it like a job: just go to school, go to
class, get the work done, and try to keep my evening free (this does not always work, but
it’s a decent enough plan). And very occasionally, I do get the urge to go be somewhat
athletic and go play some basketball or lift weights for a while after the work is done.
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Evenings are actually good times, assuming you’ ve used your time wisely and
gotten everything done. Like I said, I try to do this, but there have been many occasions
when I’ve spent many hours in my room, trying to balance watching TV with reading my
Contracts assignment. Assuming I’m on top of things, though, I am free to enjoy all that
South Bend has to offer — which of course means I’ll be staying home, watching movies
on my DVD player. (Of course not, as you can tell from this guide, there’s plenty to do
here, and I’ll now share a few of my favorites...though a good movie is hard to beat
when nothing else is going on).

What to do depends largely on the night of the week. Mondays and Tuesdays are
rather plain — perhaps an occasional meal out, a movie, or, if I’m in a strangely
responsible mood, I might even work ahead a bit (this is extremely rare and I basically
kicked this habit after the first week). Wednesday, it all changes. There’s truly nothing
like a good evening spent at the Alumni Senior Club, affectionately known as Senior
Bar,” where you can hang out with friends, throw some darts, play some pool or
shuffleboard, and generally just forget any aspect of law school for a few hours (except,
perhaps, to complain about how you still have to wake up and go to class at 9:00).

But that’s not all. Thursday is another enjoyable night (at places like the ‘Backer,
if you so desire) or just to do something non-law related once again. Never
underestimate the value and fun of all- you-can bowl nights like at Beacon Bowl. The law
school even has an extremely popular bowling league in the spring semester. And, if
that’s not enough (after all, rolling a fourteen pound ball into a set of pins for several
hours isn’t everyone’s thing), take a late night trip to Michiana’s own “dance club,”
Heartland, where a mix of undergrads, some law students, and a host of townspeople get
their proverbial “groove on” till the wee hours of the morning. At the very least, the
curiosity factor should merit a trip.

The weekend is, well, the weekend. Friday and Saturday nights see law students
descend upon the local beverage establishments like locusts, free for a few hours from the
law school’s clutches. Saturdays in the fall are days in which absolutely no work can, or
should, be done (for anyone wondering why, please refer to the section about Notre
Dame football), and basketball games are a nice diversion during the winter months,
whatever day they happen to fall upon. Sunday is not so much a day of rest as it is a day
of getting all the work done for Monday that you planned to do on Friday and Saturday
but just never got around to it. And the cycle begins anew.

Basically, I’m just trying to give you a glimpse into some of my typical days here
at ND. I firmly believe in not stressing myself out about work, thus I try to find
alternative activities for normal days and attempt to restrict my work to the daylight hours
while I’m at the law school itself. Obviously, this changes as things occur (especially
finals), but this method keeps me sane, despite the admittedly heavy workload. My ways
may not be for everyone, but this should at least give you an idea that you don’t have to

? Now known as “Legends of Notre Dame.” —Eds.
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go full tilt and work 24-7 while you're here, though I suppose one is always free to do
so...you’ll just be missing out on the fun.
Chad McTighe, Class of 2004

| fRust¥opgsete. -

The best advice older students passed onto me was to trust yourself. Remember
that you got into Notre Dame for a reason — you wouldn’t be here if you weren't smart
and capable of learning. Law school involves a lot of work, of course, but some of the
biggest difficulties stem from the fact that it’s a new way of learning, with a new lexicon
and ways of thinking. But that doesn’t mean that you can’t rely on ways of studying that
you have cultivated in the past. The most important aspect of studying in law school is to
do what makes you feel comfortable that you are following along with the professor in
class. Some students never make a single mark in their books, others highlight in
“technicolor,” still other type detailed briefs of the cases and notes from the readings.
But no matter what way you choose, if you feel like you're comprehending the reading
and understanding class discussion, then ignore what you see others doing and stick with
what works for you.

Erin Gallagher, Class of 2005

Outlining is absolutely necessary for law school success. With that said, it’s
important for you to understand that outlining techniques vary greatly between students.
I start outlining for each class 48 hours before the final. I have friends that spend every
Saturday of the semester outlining. Both techniques have landed students on law review.
But if you’re tempted to try the 48-hour approach, keep two things in mind. First, only
experienced procrastinators need apply. This approach requires that you study up to 16
hours a day for two weeks straight — many can’t handle that pressure and those who can
still curse themselves for getting into such a bind. Second, both approaches ultimately
take similar amounts of time. The workload is just distributed differently.

My personal study strategy goes something like this: Read for class every day.
Read every page that’s assigned, even the notes. (I’ll venture to say that a large portion
of students would disagree with that last point, but I personally think it’s important.)
Take notes over what you have read. (Note: Some people take their notes in the margin
rather than in a separate notebook. This can work, but if you use this method and choose
not to outline as you go, keep in mind that you’ll have to flip through 2000 pages to
review at the end of the semester.) Go to every single class. Take notes over what is said.
If the professor’s version of the law and the book’s version don’t seem to jive, talk to the
professor about it. Make sure that you understand the material as you go. Whenever
your class is moving on to a new subject (e.g. from conspiracy to complicity), make sure
you understand the old subject. At the end of the semester, this process generally results
in 80-120 pages of typed notes for each class.
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The key to outlining is to review all of your notes and then condense them. The
ultimate goal is a summary of the semester that is less than 25 pages long for a closed
book exam. It will usually take several intermediate drafts to boil 120 pages into 25. It is
this process of review and “boiling down” that prepares you for the final. It ensures that
you see everything once, and the important information a dozen times. Remember that
for a closed book exam, the sole purpose of outlining is to review and to memorize. The
final product doesn’t need to be pretty. If you have an open book exam, your outline can
be more detailed but should be indexed and tabbed for fast reference.

The major difference between outlining techniques is when (not whether) you
choose to review and condense and whether you refer to routine note-taking as outlining.
Set the schedule that fits your personality and your tolerance for stress. The methodology
that I have described may sound grueling and it is true that many don’t follow it
(including my 2L self). But I assure you that if you work steadily there is time to do all
of the following and to enjoy life. Last year I never missed a football game, bowling
match, or opportunity to visit the Backer.

Diane Hellwig, Class of 2005

 SURVIVING AND THRIVI

Some people found the book Law School Confidential by Robert Miller helpful as
they began their tenure at Notre Dame. Just remember that any “how to” law school
book you buy is written generally, and the situation at Notre Dame might be different.
Accordingly, here are some reflections by students specifically about the NDLS
experience.

Early on in the fall semester, Professor Garnett distributed a ‘survival’ tip sheet
for his incoming 1Ls. The tip that left the greatest impression on me was his
advisement to us to ‘take care of each other.” That’s what the Notre Dame Law
School community is all about. This school recognizes cooperation over
competition, respect over righteousness, and ethics over easy answers. Many
law schools will preach justice and truth; Notre Dame calls for us to live each
day in search of these things. How privileged we are to study law in this
environment.

Jaclyn Villano, Class of 2005

Adjusting to the demands of life in law school can be overwhelming,
but NDLS and the friends you’ll make here help to maintain a
perspective, and always provide you with that needed chuckle. The
atmosphere is definitely not one of competition, but rather one of
support and encouragement. We’re all in the same boat— we can take
pride in one another’s accomplishments and help pull each other up
from heavy demands of the work load. You’ll be surrounded by
inspiring and intelligent peers and professors who continually amaze
and encourage you to work hard, but be sure above all else to enjoy
everything that the NDLS community has to offer.

Kathleen Eich, Class of 2005
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The greatest piece of advice I heard prior to law school was ‘“know your
priorities.” Simple, but it made a huge difference to me. Bringing your life into
balance with the things that matter most while acclimating to law school might
be the thing that keeps you the most sane. Law school isn’t that bad — people
wouldn’t actually go if it were the living nightmare that everyone suggests. Just
know how to resolve law school with the pillars in your life.

Brady Fritz, Class of 2005

In undergrad, almost all those who are intelligent enough to be admitted to Notre
Dame could avoid studying during the semester, pull a few all-nighters before
finals, and still get good grades. I think the most important thing for incoming
law students to realize is that those days are over! Law school is a super-
intensive endeavor, with literally thousands of pages to read and digest over the
course of the semester. Those students who stay up on their reading, adequately
preparing for their classes each day, find it all very doable, and generally do well
grade-wise. Those who procrastinate in their reading, putting it off until the
week before finals, find themselves overwhelmed. So, my advice to incoming
students with regard to studying is: Be self-disciplined. Do your reading when it
is assigned! You can still go to football games, hang out with friends, and
generally be a well-rounded person. But, you must determine to be a law
student FIRST!

Joe La Rue, Class of 2006

I think it is easier to come in with the expectation that the first year is
going to be very demanding and that you will probably have to work
harder than you ever did in college. That being said, it is also
important to make some time for yourself along the way. Work hard,
and stay focused, but keep perspective and know that everything is
going to be just fine in the end.

Ana Perez-Arrieta, Class of 2005

13

Get into a
routine!

- The most important thing for a 1L to remember is not to get caught up
in what everyone else is doing. Find what works for you— when to
study, where to study, what your outlines look like, etc. — and don't
Angela Petrucci worry that your classmates are doing something different. The test is
not how many hours someone sees you pouring over your casebook in

Class of 2005 the library. Instead, test your mastery of the subjectby investigating
the numerous questions in the “notes” sections of the casebook, taking
practice exams, discussing your questions with a study group, and
trying to answer the questions that the professor is asking your peers
during class. You'll know you’re doing well when you can anticipate
what the professor is going to ask before she asks it.

John Bradley, Class of 2005
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Don’t forget there is life outside of law school. Take time for yourself.
Schedule time when you absolutely won’t study — whether that’s every Saturday
(a good idea during the fall) or a couple evenings a week. Don’t let work
overwhelm you. Those breaks help you remember the other stuff in life that

makes you happy — and keeps you sane.
Michelle Tyler, Class of 2005

Do practice exams even if you do them the day before the final.
Especially if one is not used to writing three-hour exams, this can really

help in getting the correct organization for writing an exam.
Jeremy Moseley, Class of 2005

Please recognize the importance of these three years of your life. I don’t mean
the pressure of making the grade and finding the job. I’m referring to the fact
that for most of you this will be your last chance to be a student. Your last
chance to spend the day in old jeans and T-shirts. Your last chance to stay out
all night and sleep in the next morning. In short, your last stop before the
working world. Realize that it is possible, if you are (key word) disciplined, to
have a full and complete life and still make stellar grades. Prepare for class.
Don’t wait until the last minute to start outlining. Make serious efforts to
understand the material as you go along. Come up with a schedule that works
for you and stick with it. Law school has been infinitely more fun than I ever
could have hoped it would be. Make sure you experience the whole if it while
you’re here.

Kristen Bailey, Class of 2005

I have three pieces of advice for future 1Ls:

(1) Time management is of the utmost importance. Constantly ask yourself ‘how
can I use this present moment most efficiently?” You certainly need time to read, to think
about what you’ve read, to outline, to formulate questions for the professors, but you also
need time to do the other things in your life... like reading a book for pleasure or going to
the football games.

(2) Your classmates are your most valuable resource. Talk to them about the law;
debate with them. Ask them hard questions; ask them for study tips but also be prepared
to share your own. Lawyers need to be able to talk well with people, and law school is a
great time to develop these skills even more than you already have.

(3) Learn to love the study of law. It is not just a professional degree; law school
touches every aspect of life, and since you have to study so much, make sure you enjoy it.
Some of the cases are actually interesting, and as you learn more, you often find yourself
becoming fascinated by things that would have bored you to death in your days before
law school. Love the law, and be prepared to eat, drink and breathe it.

Anson Rhodes, Class of 2005
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Work Hard,

ButT DON’T FORGET...

When I was admitted to Notre Dame a few years ago, I was eager to get all the
information I could about law school. So, once I gave my deposit check to Margaret and
bought my Notre Dame Law School t-shirt (the latter being the real sign of commitment),
I eagerly read every page of my copy of The Guide. This page remains one of my

favorites.

Contrary to the horror stories most people tell about the first year of law school,
the reality is that life as a 1L at Notre Dame is, overall, a relatively enjoyable experience.
The typical description of the first year experience normally concentrates on just two
things: studying an obscene amount, and existing in an ultra-competitive environment. It
is my experience, however, that this generalization could not be any more inaccurate in
attempting to describe first year life here at Notre Dame. Now, I am not going to claim
that you won’t study a lot during your first year; you will, and that is going to be the case
wherever you attend law school. All I am trying to say is that if you do decide to go
through with it, Notre Dame provides a relaxed, even fun, environment in which to do it.

The social aspect that Notre Dame provides first year students was the biggest and
most pleasant surprise that I encountered in my first year. Maybe it was a product of
reading One L about a week before I arrived on campus, but I envisioned law school as
an all-encompassing endeavor, one that would barely allow me enough time to eat, much
less go out with classmates. I was amazed to discover that it was not just empty rhetoric
when our professors harped upon the importance of “life outside law school.” From
football games in the “House that Rockne Built,” to a variety of law-school sponsored
social events throughout the year, the social life that exists here at Notre Dame is a
welcome, and much deserved, break from the rigors of torts and criminal law.

As far as classes go, I kno