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AN INSIDER’S GUIDE TO
NOTRE DAME LAW SCHOOL




Dear Notre Dame Law School Class of 2008,

Welcome as a potential student to Notre Dame Law School! We are thrilled to be
among the first to receive you into our family. We know that this is an exciting time for
you and that, if you are anything like we were just a couple of years ago, you probably
have plenty of questions about law school and Notre Dame. That’s why we’ve prepared
the Guide. We hope it will answer many of your questions and that it will provide a
window into Notre Dame Law School. We also hope that once you look through that
window, you’ll be as eager to join us as we are to have you!

This is called an /nsider’s Guide because it has been written entirely by students.
Over the past semester, we’ve updated and revised old sections, compiled and created
new sections, and edited and re-edited the whole in hopes of making your transition to
law school at Notre Dame easier. (As you will soon learn, however, the Notre Dame
community is made up of more than just students and it is only fair to mention that a
number of faculty and staff members have recommended a “great little restaurant” or the
like, to us for inclusion in the Guide.) This isn’t a comprehensive guide to everything
you need to know to get through law school, but it is a great place to start. Whether
you’re trying to figure out where to live next year, what is the best way to get to and
around South Bend, where to find a good Italian restaurant, or what law students do on
the weekend, the Guide will be a terrific resource.

Although many of us never expected to, we have come to treasure our experiences
here at NDLS. The professors, the students, and the staff of this law school are unique—
their warmth, friendship, and true support have made studying law at Notre Dame fun
and, undoubtedly, has provided us with a better hope that our enthusiasm, and that of
other students, will be apparent throughout the Guide. We have appreciated reflecting on
our experiences here and enjoyed putting the Guide together for you. And, although we
know that you have already been inundated with information from the law school and the
university, we hope that this look at NDLS from the perspective of your soon-to-be
colleagues will be valuable as you prepare for classes in August.

Once again, welcome! We hope to see you in August!

Best wishes,

Courtney Tawresey Anna Jencopale Sarah Fuhrman
Class of 2006 Class of 2006 Class of 2005
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF LAWYER
— A CATHOLIC LAW SCcHOOL —
A COMMUNITY




A Diiierent Kind of Lawyer

IT7s NOT JusT HYPE

Okay, you’ve seen the admissions material; you’ve heard the catch-phrase that
Notre Dame trains a different kind of lawyer. It sounds terrific that we are different, but
what does it mean? We tried to write something that explained it, but what we wrote
ended up sounding too formal and too much like it was written by someone in the public
relations department. So instead, we asked students for examples and thoughts as to what
being a different kind of lawyer means. Here’s a sampling of what we heard:

The case of PepsiCo v. Leonard is becoming a favorite among law
students. Indeed, most of us had heard of it before we even got here — it’s
the one about the guy who collected 7,000,000 Pepsi Stuff points and
demanded the Harrier Jet portrayed in the commercials. And so when we
got to it in Contracts class, we all assumed that Professor Mr. Bellia would
Just point it out as an amusing illustration of the doctrine of offer and
acceptance and move on — but his first question was whether the jury
should have awarded Leonard the plane regardless of the strictures of the
law. He led a discussion on the importance of discovering when
observing the letter of the law doesn’t necessarily produce a just result —
and that justice is often best served by the jury’s expression on conscience.
I suspect that there are few other schools where a discussion of whether a
Pepsi commercial constitutes an offer for the purposes of contract leads to
a discussion of deeply rooted values of justice and right — but at Notre
Dame, it’s a daily exercise.

Kate Leahy, Class of 2006

The summer before I started law school, [ was scared. I had watched the
movies, read the books, and heard the stories. I was expecting to be
miserable for three years, never taking my nose from a book and
constantly competing with my classmates. However, I was pleasantly
surprised by my first year at Notre Dame. The students, in my class and
the 2Ls and 3Ls, were nice and helpful—sharing outlines, forwarding
notes when [ missed class, and discussing readings when [ was confused.
Furthermore, the professors encouraged us, even as 1Ls, to get involved in
other activities and not allow law school to take over our lives. They even
gave us “pep talks” before our exams. I enjoyed my first year of law
school, much to my surprise and delight!

Anna Jencopale, Class of 2006

,Am ‘ngio{‘er”g GuiGJo to Notwe Dame Law Sc%oo‘




The natural reaction to an organization’s promises, especially when the
promises are sent to prospective students, and sound as good as the ones in
Insider’s Guide, is a healthy dose of skepticism. At least, that was my
reaction when I read the 2004 edition. | remembered past friends who had
gone to law school and found law school life far different from what the
law school and its students promised about law school life.

As usual, Notre Dame is different. You could call my 1L year a
vindication of the 2004 Insider’s Guide. From Notre Dame’s sense of
community to football excitement, from life in South Bend to life outside
of the law school, what you read really is what you will experience. Notre
Dame really is that good.

A few days into the semester, Professor Tidmarsh called on me in
Civil Procedure class. [ was nervous, but I soon found that he was not
asking me questions to trip me up. He wanted to know if [ thought justice
was done in the case. He also made me more curious about the law we
discussed, and that same day he happily spent half an hour with me in his
office discussing legal and ethical issues surrounding that day’s
discussion.

The professors may have different methods, but their underlying
spirit is much the same as Professor Tidmarsh’s. If you find yourself in
Professor Rick Garnnett’s Criminal Law class, first go thank the Registrar.
Then watch Minority Report and all the episodes of “Law and Order” you
can, because they will come up in class. And when you show up in class,
be sure to bring your moral compass, because it is every bit as important

as your casebook.
David Mathues, Class of 2007

The Notre Dame Law School faculty exemplifies Catholic self-gift.
Father John Coughlin finds time to offer daily mass in the law school and
spiritually mentor students, even as he remains one of the world’s leading
canon law scholars. Professor Gerard Bradley pours countless hours into
the ND trial advocacy program and offers to speak at numerous pro-life
and pro-family academic forums, even as he fathers eight children and
remains a leading academic in constitutional and natural law. Professor
Charles Rice has spent thirty years helping Notre Dame students succeed
professionally, athletically (coaching the boxing program as a charity
fund-raiser), and spiritually, even as he raises his own ten children, and
authors several books on the natural law. What I have learned from these
great men is how to marshal my intellectual, physical, and spiritual
abilities to serve God and mankind in my generation. They have taught
me how to completely give of myself.

Ryan Dwyer, Class of 2005

lrisl'\ l_aw 2005



A Catholic Law School

CALLING AND IDENTITY

“We believe in God here,” Professor Richard Garnett said, to begin his first year
criminal law class. “You are free to disagree. But at Notre Dame, belief in God means
that the law is about more than a paycheck. It means the law is about justice. And we
believe justice is a reflection of the mind and heart of God.”

At Notre Dame, we affirm that every human person is created in the image and
likeness of God. Students of all faiths, races, and political beliefs attend this school.
They are all welcome, loved, and accepted in a community that many students have
characterized as closer than they would have expected, and closer than any other law
school with which they are familiar. You do not have to be Catholic to attend Notre
Dame or to enjoy this school.

When you get here, however, you will notice that who we are, as a Catholic law
school, is neither vague, nor ethereal; who we are is a transcendental sign to the world.
In an age of moral relativity, we champion God’s natural law. In an American academia
that is largely godless, we acknowledge our dependence on our Heavenly Father. Ina
society that values individualism and secularism, we define
the human person in relation to others. In a culture that
celebrates diversity for its own sake, we rejoice not in our
differences, but in the unity that we forge by focusing our

shared identity as children of God. «

Our natural law identity is represented by the We know
Natural Law Institute, housed here at Notre Dame. It is Wll0 We are.
also reflected in the courses on St. Thomas Aquinas; ’l‘n“s’ we know

Morality and the Law; and End of Life Issues.

Our humble dependence is embodied in our what we are
professors, many of whom begin class with a prayer and called to do.”
lead student prayer groups and faith discussion groups
outside of the classroom.

Our relational nature is apparent in our vibrant community, which 1s seen at
Sunday mass in the law school, clothing and food drives for the poor, and meaningful
student/professor relationships. It is seen in a faculty that goes out of its way to help
students learn and find meaningful employment (and is ranked fifth nationally in student
satisfaction).

Our focus on unity is evident in our shared mission of justice. A banner hanging
in the library reads: “If you want peace, work for justice.” Our Legal Aid Clinic testifies
to this mission, as does our Public Defender Program, and the number of Notre Dame law
students who enter public service or social justice related professions.

St. Thomas More is quoted as saying, “Each day you hold your self like water in
your hands. If you spread your fingers just a bit, the water spills out; you lose your very
self.” At Notre Dame, we firmly hold our relational, our universal, our Catholic identity
as a sign to the world of the duty of justice of all to all. We know who we are. Thus, we
know what we are called to do.

Am ‘rwSLAew s GuiJe o) Notwe Dame L@w f)c%oo‘



CATHOLIC IN MANY WAYS

Come to Notre Dame Law School and you will not miss the fact that this is a
Catholic law school—and we believe a premier and Catholic law school. There’s a
marble bust of St. Thomas More, the patron saint of attorneys, outside the library. There
are crucifixes in most rooms in the building. Some professors pray “In the Name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” before each class. But these are just trappings—the
real nature of Notre Dame Law School’s identity as a Catholic law school comes from its
devotion to integrating diverse approaches to the life of faith with the life in the law.

To make this clearer, you have to realize that the word “Catholic” has several
meanings. To most people, it refers to things having to do with the Roman Catholic
Church — the Mass, the Pope, the Rosary, etc. Notre Dame is Catholic in that sense — we
have regular masses, there are two priest-professors (Father Pearson and Father
Coughlin), and we have a class in canon law. Catholic also refers to the universal church
— what the Bible refers to as Christ’s body. Notre Dame is catholic in that sense as well —
there are Christians of many different denominations at the law school. Groups such as
the Christian Legal Society provide opportunity for fellowship. The beliefs of Protestant
and Orthodox Christians are as welcome in class discussions as the beliefs of Roman
Catholic Christians. Catholic also means broad in sympathies, tastes and interests.'
Again, Notre Dame is catholic — viewpoints from all points of the political spectrum are
welcomed and probed, believers of all faiths are encouraged to contribute to the dialogue
about the law, students of all races find a home in the law school community, and the
international LLM program means we always have a number of foreign attorneys in our
midst. In short, Notre Dame Law School embraces the diverse views of the nation and
world in which we live with the special emphasis on the historic Roman Catholic faith.

One of the reasons that I chose to come to Notre Dame was the Catholic
character it boasted. I think discussing the law at a Catholic school
enables a fuller discussion of the relationship between right and wrong
than students may receive at other law schools. The Catholic character of
this school facilitates discussion between Catholics and Protestants,
Christians and non-Christians alike in a way that friends at other
universities have not experienced. It also helps strengthen relationships in
this community between the student body and the faculty and staff and
makes the practice of the law a true vocation in every sense of the word. I
feel I’ve received a complete education—academically, professionally,
and spiritually—by coming to Notre Dame.

Courtney Eschbach, Class of 2005

! MERRIAM-WEBSTER’S COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY 181 (10th ed. 2000).
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[ came to Notre Dame Law School, in large part because it is a Catholic
School. I am not Catholic myself, but I wanted to go to a school that
placed a premium on ethics and morals — in short — a law school where
students could openly discuss the whys behind our ethical obligations.
From working between undergrad and law school, I knew that almost any
job forces you to make decisions between doing the right thing, and
making compromises to get the job done. Iknow that Notre Dame 1s
providing each of us with a solid foundation on which to make the tough
ethical decisions that [ know we’ll encounter as attorneys.

It sounds obvious to some, but do know that you’re coming to an
unapologetically Catholic law school. This is a different atmosphere than
my friends at state schools experience. I've never felt that discussion on
religious issues, or any issue, has been stifled. In fact, one of the things I
value about Notre Dame is that students will debate any subject and you’ll
find all sides represented if you just take the time to listen to your

classmates.
Michelle Tyler, Class of 2005

Because | was someone who was familiar with and had been studying and
exploring the Catholic faith for several years, Notre Dame Law School
was not just about getting a legal education but also about growing in my
faith as well. I expected to have to search to find opportunities to learn
about the Catholic faith. I had talked to friends that had gone to other
Catholic schools who told me that it really made no difference. I was
totally surprised to find out that, at Notre Dame Law School, faith is taken
seriously. This doesn’t mean that you have to be Catholic or subscribe to
the teachings of the Church, but if you want to better understand the
history and teachings of the Church and to grow with Christ you have no
excuse not to. In the law school alone there are daily Masses, morning
prayers and a lunchtime Rosary several times a week. Groups like the St.
Thomas More Society, Campus Ministry and Jus Vitae are constantly
bring speakers to campus. And [ was pleasantly surprised by the resources
that my fellow students brought as well, both those who are Catholic and
those who are not.

My journey to the faith ended during Easter of my 1L year when I
was baptized, confirmed and welcomed into the Church, with two of my
classmates as sponsors and another as my godfather, while Fr. Coughlin (a
priest and a professor at NDLS) co-presided. It was a very special day,
and the beginning of my life within the Church. For me, Notre Dame is
not just a place where I learn about the law, but where I learn about the
world that God has given us to live in, and where I learn about myself and
my own faith.

Courtney Tawresey, Class of 2006
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One of the best aspects of Notre Dame Law School is its Catholic
character. The integration of discussions of values, a prayerful learning
environment, and academic excellence provided at Notre Dame was the
solid foundation I was seeking in a legal education. I believe that Notre
Dame alumni are more well-rounded, complete people, and become
superior lawyers as a result of its Catholic character. The integration of
Christian and Catholic values adds something valuable to the legal acumen
that you can't get at most law schools.

Brian Noonan, Class of 2005

Although I thought attending Notre Dame and being a member of the Latter Day
Saints Church might have posed some difficulties, I found Notre Dame to be a
great community where individuals of any faith background can feel welcome and
appreciated for their beliefs.

Ryan Dabhl, Class of 2004

BusT OoF ST. THOMAS MORE OUTSIDE THE LIBRARY,
THE MAIN READING RooM OF THE LIBRARY

‘ris‘n Law 2008
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A Community

0K, You’LL HEAR A LaT ABOUT THIS

You will spend a lot of time in the law school building, there’s no way around it.
Three years at Notre Dame Law School are both difficult and enjoyable. Let’s face it,
law school anywhere is hard work, but going to law school at any of the first tier law
schools in the country will be incredibly demanding. You have to read thousands of
pages of legal material each semester, write at the highest standards, be prepared for
picayune questions from professors, and study hard for endless weeks to prepare for
exams that determine your entire grade—and that’s just the first semester. In spite of
everything else you read in this guide, realize that everyone at Notre Dame works hard.
The long hours and work aside, spending three years at Notre Dame is enjoyable. It’s
enjoyable because the people who come here care more about people than grades; more
about community than competition. Grades are still important, and some competition
still exists, but the most distinctive feature of Notre Dame Law School is the genuine
concern that the people here, from the Dean to Vicky who works at the Irish Café, show
for each other.

[ learned I had been accepted to Notre Dame Law School on the day after
my father’s funeral. In the weeks and months that followed his
unexpected death, there were a lot of questions that I had to answer,
including whether I would go to Notre Dame for law school as well as
whether [ would even go to law school at all. The admissions office
worked with me and gave me the extra time I needed to make those
decisions and when I did visit Notre Dame, I fell in love with the school.
And I committed myself, then, to becoming “a different kind of lawyer”
and part of the “Notre Dame community.” What [ didn’t realize at the
time was that the Notre Dame community had also made a commitment to
me as well, a commitment to support and encourage, to challenge and to
strengthen me. [ have experienced several instances of being welcomed
and challenged and supported by the members of the law school (faculty,
staff and students alike), yet one stands out and exemplifies this
community. On the morning after the six-month anniversary of my
father’s death, I had a hard time concentrating in class and wound up
“missing” the lecture, despite being in the classroom. When I talked to the
professor, Rick Garnett, after class and explained why I had been
distracted, his first response was to me as a person in pain, not as a
student. His parting comment to me that morning — “Take care of
yourself, Sarah” — was also directed toward me as a person and not a
nameless face in the third row. A few days later in our next class,
Professor Garnett called on me to discuss the case of the day. The result,
intended or not, was a renewed sense of connection with the law and the
law school community.

Sarah Fuhrman, Class of 2005
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Notre Dame law students become part of a genuine community, notable
for its fellowship. I know; I’ve lived it. The first day of May finals during
my first year, my daughter seized for an hour. The doctors diagnosed her
with a brain tumor. We, and they, thought she might die. The law school
cancelled my finals before I’d even contacted them, enlisted the entire
community in prayer efforts, and started engulfing us with love and
support that hasn’t yet stopped. Notre Dame made meals, raised all the
necessary funds (without being asked), and remodeled our apartment to
accommodate our daughter’s illness. Notre Dame perfectly fits the needs
and aspirations of people like my wife and I, who while not Catholic, look
for a school devoted to intellect, but an intellect embedded in love and a
devotion to the highest human virtues.

Adam Greenwood, Class of 2004

Notre Dame Law School really has the “family” approach that all their
marketing brochures advertise — from the football games to the teachers’
comic relief and the never ending battle between which 1L section is
better. It has a special something when you’re studying yet still laughing
and smiling. Law school is tough, but it isn’t as bad when you’re enjoying
yourself.

Joyce Sioson, Class of 2005

My experience so far at Notre Dame Law School has been highlighted by
the staff’s willingness to help, the accessibility of the faculty, and the
cohesiveness of the students. [ will illustrate each unique aspect of this
law school with a personal anecdote.

The first week of the second semester, Ms. Hamilton, the law
school registrar, was in the process of manually entering in all of our
grades into the IrishLink computer system. On top of this students were
lining up outside her office to get their grades. I stopped in unannounced
to ask her for help regarding a transcript request and immediately Ms.
Hamilton put everything else aside so that she could fax my request right
over to the administration building!

At the start of my second semester, [ made an appointment with
Professor Tidmarsh, my Torts professor, to discuss my final exam from
the previous semester. He graciously opened his office to me right after
he had finished teaching at 3 p.m. on a Friday. We talked for about an
hour. He gave me helpful critiques of my exam, compliments on sections
that [ had done well in, and talked to me candidly about both my
professional goals and his personal journey to being a professor. I was
thoroughly touched by his humility, his sincerity, and his commitment to
helping students.

Finally, an event last semester brought together the law school in a
way that I have never witnessed before in any collegiate setting. One of

11°i§Jn Law 2005



my close friends found out two months into the first semester that she
would have to undergo emergency open-heart surgery. It was totally
unexpected and shocking news for the entire law school community. The
response from my peers was both heart-warming and inspirational. Prayer
meetings were held before and on the day of her surgery. One of my
classmates hosted a party to celebrate her birthday, which happened to be
two days before her operation. A mutual friend of ours purchased a tape-
recorder and volunteered to record all of the classes she was going to miss.
The whole class donated money toward the expenses of this purchase and
toward a large “Get Well Soon” card, which we all signed. I think this
tremendous show of support was one of the reasons she was able to
recover from her surgery so quickly. I feel blessed to be surrounded by
such a caring community of people.

John Haung, Class of 2007

LAUGHTER IN THE
HALLWAYS; THE
LAW SCHOOL IN

THE FALL
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The Big Day: 11 Day One

OR, WHAT IN THE WORLD HAVE | GOTTEN MYSELF INTO

For some, the first day of classes in law school is no big deal; for others it can be
a terrifying experience. Many may have read One L or watched the Paper Chase, but it
is safe to say that while the books might represent Harvard in the 1960s, they do not even
come close to representing the Notre Dame experience. No professor even resembles
Kingsfield, but they do expect you to have prepared well for class each day. Some will
use the Socratic method a lot (calling on a random student to discuss the cases assigned
for that class period); others will not use it quite as much.

Your first major introduction to the Law School community will be orientation,
which is a fun-filled, two-day whirlwind during which you will be shown everything
there is to be shown about the school. You will also meet your new classmates. Worry
not, there will be no corny icebreaker games. You won’t believe how friendly everyone
will be or how quickly you begin to feel at home. Do remember to get your ID Card (in
the basement of the South Dining Hall) before the Orientation festivities — you won’t
have much time during Orientation to go, and you’ll need it to get into the building on the
weekend.

As for the first day of classes, the best way to prepare for classes is to do the
assigned readings, and be ready to answer questions about the material. To that end, be
sure to stop by the announcement boards on the north side of the lounge, which you will
be shown during orientation. There you will find that most, if not all, of your teachers
have placed assignments to have prepared for the first day of school. Yes, you have
homework before you’ve even officially started. Welcome to law school. Please, please,
please — don’t think you can blow off the reading just because it’s the first day. The
professors do call on students on the first day and, while they won’t expect you to be
perfect, they will expect you to have read the material. Once again, welcome to law
school. You’ll quickly learn to love it.

Quick note: you may find that briefing the cases is also helpful, which basically
means writing a quick summary of the facts, what legal issue(s) are presented, how the
court resolved the issue, and the reasoning that it used. At least one of your teachers will
explain this process to you within the first couple of days. Briefing the cases as you read
also makes outlining easier at the end of the semester.

On the first day, be sure to bring your textbooks, laptop and/or notepad, a pen or
pencil, and money or your ID card to purchase food and beverages. If you do have a
laptop, note that the building is wired for wireless internet, so bring a wireless card with
you for the down time between classes. Beware of surfing the net in class, however; not
only is it disrespectful but at least one professor is sure to catch you off guard. You are
not required to use a laptop in class, although about 85% of students use computers to
take notes. The rest prefer to do so by hand. It’s a matter of personal preference. Some
professors make diagrams or use tables, both of which can be tough to duplicate with a
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laptop. In other classes, the professor may move through the material quickly so a laptop
can help prevent those nasty hand cramps.

Also worth noting is the opportunity to take exams on a computer, using a
program called Securexam (which was introduced in the *04-05 school year). The Law
School administration expects to provide this option for more students in the future.

You’ll also want to bring a combination or key lock for the lockers, graciously
provided for us by the administration, as the books get heavy quickly! If for some reason
there is already a lock on your assigned locker, see the registrar of the law school.

As far as dress for the first day of classes, wear whatever you feel comfortable in.
If there’s one thing Notre Dame students are not, it’s uniform. You will be required to
wear a suit the first day of Orientation, but after that, it’s (almost) anything goes. The last
thing you want to worry about is your clothes being uncomfortable on your first day of
law school.

Finally, don’t stress out about the first day. Professors will be understanding,
helpful and kind — just make sure you’ve done the readings. The 2Ls and 3Ls, as well as
the law school staff, will be around and eager to help you with any questions or problems
that you have. Enjoy the first day of many, and welcome to Notre Dame Law School!
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Beiore Classes Start & Orientation

LiIKE KINDERGARTEN—YOU GET To STAND IN LINE

Getting everything in order before class starts is pretty simple at ND. The law
school will send you a continuous stream of correspondence making sure you know when
and where you can get everything you’ll need: parking permits, books, supplies, etc. The
law school will also let you know the schedule for registration, and there is a great
orientation program to make sure enrollment goes smoothly and you’re ready for that
exciting first day of class.

Meal Plans

There are some things of which you should be particularly aware. The university
itself will send you particulars regarding each of these, but keep them in mind and don’t
forget to take care of them. First, whether you lucked out and got into Fischer or O’Hara
Grace grad apartments on campus, or you’re living in the “rustic opulence” that is Turtle
Creek, it’s nice to have someone else take care of your dining needs at least occasionally.
Notre Dame Food Services has a variety of meal plans for all students, on and off
campus, ranging from a few meals per week to a full 21 meal-per-week plan, and varying
amounts of Flex Points (usable at a number of campus favorites including Burger King,
Subway, Sbarro, Recker’s, etc.). If nothing else, it’s handy to have a few meals so you
can hit one of the two dining halls with friends for lunch every now and then. The
convenience of having your choice of meals at a buffet instead of fending for yourself at
home is especially nice when you need to eat and your contracts assignment looms due in
an hour.

The dining hall at Notre Dame is unlike any other dining hall I’ve ever
eaten in before. The selection is unbelievable and a lot of food is made to
order. When you can sample breakfast food, dinner entrees, Asian
cuisine, pasta, pizza, a full salad bar, and Mexican fare all in the same
meal, who’s going to complain? There really is something for everyone.
Be careful not to create the “first year fifteen” though!

Shannon Morales, Class of 2007

Health Insurance

Health insurance is required to enroll in classes. During the summer, you will
recetve insurance information. If you have insurance already, send proof of insurance to
Health Services. If you forget, the university will bill you for the standard student
insurance. If you forget to mail the insurance information in during the summer, take
proof of insurance to health services (just north of the Main Building) before classes start
or during the first week. Also, after classes have started, check to make sure you haven’t
been charged for the University health insurance if you already had your own. Student
Accounts has been known to make this mistake but will correct it without much fuss.
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Campus Parking

Campus parking is a must for those living off campus, though some living in
houses near campus may find a brisk jaunt to the law school better than the trek from the
Cl1 lot where most law students park. A parking decal is easy to obtain, affordable, and
useful, especially since fines for parking in the all-too-inviting bookstore lot near the law
school can add up fast. For the 2004-2005 academic year, the parking decal cost $95.
The easiest way to get your parking decal is to sign up online — just remember your
license plate number and registration. You’ll be able to pick up your permit within a few
days of signing up. We recommend taking care of this ASAP, but don’t worry — the
University police are really lenient the first week. Just stay out of the bookstore lot and
the circle by Law School!

Student IDs & Computer IDs

We recommend getting your student ID prior to Orientation. This will save time,
since the freshmen class of about 2,000 will be arriving and settling in. You should
receive information about where to do this (usually South Dining Hall) over the summer.
It might also prove useful to get your computer set up for ResNet, the university’s
computer network. Everyone is issued an “AFS ID”” which will be your key to
technology while at Notre Dame. Go to the Office of Information Technology building
located between the football stadium and Hesburgh Library (aka “Touchdown Jesus”) to
get the required information and software for dial-up access from an off-campus
apartment. Once again, the sooner you get this done the better, as they tend to be
swamped during the first couple weeks of classes. The law school has its own computer
staff, so you may want to check with them first. Believe me, you will get to know Dan
Manier and Tim Gritten very well. More information about technology is on the Class of
2008 website and this will be updated in late spring or early summer.

Orientation

You’ll receive information from the law school about the mandatory Orientation
weekend. Besides introducing you to the school and getting all of the formalities of
enrollment taken care of (which can now almost be done completely on the web),
Orientation will be the first time that you officially meet your classmates and some of the
older 2Ls and 3Ls as well. Take advantage of getting to know the unique and interesting
people you’ll be sharing your next three years with BEFORE you are swamped with
reading assignments and studying. By the way, Orientation weekend will also be the
time that you can find the class assignments for the first day of law school. Check the
assignment board, located in the basement by the lounge, on Sunday to see how much
you have to read for Monday morning. Don’t worry, it’s never that bad.

The second day of Orientation (the non-dress up day) will be long and draining.
Be prepared to be overwhelmed by people, books, materials, forms, etc. Dress
comfortably; in particular, wear good shoes, because a campus tour should be on the
schedule. Also, bring some sort of money (cash, checks, credit cards) to pay for fees and
your books. Remember, too, to bring your car’s license plate number to get a parking
sticker.
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Remember a lock for your locker (you can also pick one up at the bookstore) and
a big sturdy backpack with which to haul all of the books you will be buying from the
bookstore back home to your apartment. It’s tempting to buy your books early, but we
recommend waiting. First, you won’t get your final schedule until Orientation. And,
more importantly, during the Orientation “field trip” to the bookstore, 2Ls and 3Ls will
be on hand to make sure you buy the exact books you need for your classes and make
recommendations as to study aids.

Another great inside tip (that not too many students know about on the first day
but learn to /ove) ... at Notre Dame, you can “charge” purchases at the bookstore to your
student account. What this means is that as long as you have your student ID card, you
can go to the bookstore and pay for your books with it. The purchase will automatically
show up on your student account. Also, your student account does not accrue interest
like credit cards, so you can actually put your books on your student account and pay
them off throughout the course of the semester. However, be aware that the Office of
Student Accounts knows of this strategy and will not allow you to simply keep a running
balance straight through to graduation. If you abuse the privilege of “charging” to your
student account at the bookstore, they will cut <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>