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IRISH LAW 2009

An Insider’s Guide to Notre Dame Law School




CENWNINERSLTY COFF

NOTRE DAME

Welcome as a potential student to Notre Dame Law School!

We are thrilled to be among the first to receive you into our family. We know that this is an exciting
time for you and that, if you are anything like we were just a couple of years ago, you probably have

plenty of questions about law school and Notre Dame. That’s why we’ve prepared the Guide. We hope

it will answer many of your questions and that it will provide a window into Notre Dame Law School.

We also hope that once you look through that window, you’ll be as eager to join us as we are to have you!

This is called an Insider’s Guide because it has been written entirely by students. Over the past year,

we’ve updated and revised old sections, compiled and created new sections, and edited and re-edited the

whole book in hopes of making your transition to law school at Notre Dame easier. This isn’t a

comprehensive guide to everything you need to know to get through law school, but it is a great place to

start. Whether you’re trying to figure out where to live next year, what is the best way to get to and
around South Bend, where to find a good ethnic restaurant, or what law students do on the weekend,

the Guide will be a terrific resource. Please note that some information may have changed since the date
of publication, so be sure to confirm pertinent information.

We all treasure our experiences here at NDLS. The professors, the students, and the staff of this law
school are unique - their warmth, friendship, and true support have made studying law at Notre Dame
fun and, undoubtedly, have provided us with a better hope that our enthusiasm, and that of other
students, will be apparent throughout the Guide. The entire staff has appreciated reflecting on our
experiences here and enjoyed putting the Guide together for you. And, although we know that you have
been receiving a variety of information from the Law School and the University, we hope that this look
at NDLS from the perspective of your soon-to-be colleagues will be valuable as you prepare for classes.
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Class of 2010

Laura Crylen
Class of 2011

Melissa Dinwoodie

Class of 2009

Lakwame Anyane-Yeboa
Class of 2011

Thomas Colby
Class of 2011
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF LAWYER

It’s Not Just Hype

On almost every piece of material you've received from the Notre Dame Law School Admissions Office,
you've seen the claim that Notre Dame educates “A Different Kind of Lawyer.” But until you come to
Notre Dame, it is hard to really understand what this means. To find out, take it from the mouths of the

professors and students who shape the Notre Dame Law School
experience:

What does it mean to be a different kind of lawyer in the Notre
Dame tradition?

Sometimes we're tempted to say that a Notre Dame lawyer is a
different kind of lawyer because he or she is an ethical lawyer. But
that can’t be right. Our profession is in pretty deep trouble if the
only ethical lawyer is a different one. Maintaining high ethical
standards ought to be something that characterizes our whole
profession - not something that causes Notre Dame lawyers to stand
apart.

It cannot be that being a different kind of lawyer is defined by the
kind of law one practices, for that would leave too many of our

graduates out of the definition.

So what then, does it mean to be a different kind of lawyer?

¢

The implications of our Catholic mission for your legal education are many, and don’t worry -
I'm not going to identify them all in this short speech. I'm just going to identify one way in
which I hope you will fulfill the promise of being a different kind of lawyer. And that is this:

that you will always keep in mind that your legal career is but a means to an end, and that end
is building the kingdom of God. You know the same law, are charged with maintaining the
same ethical standards, and will be entering the same kinds of legal jobs as your peers across
the country. But if you can keep in mind that the fundamental purpose in life is not to be a

lawyer, but to know, love, and serve God, you truly will be a different kind of lawyer.

Amy Coney Barrett, ].D.
Class of 1997, 2006 NDLS Professor of the Year

“ In order to become “A Different Kind of Lawyer,” you first need to choose a different kind of law

school. Notre Dame Law School aspires to demolish the unflattering stereotypes that are sometimes

associated with lawyers. As both a student and a graduate you will be expected to embody the
characteristics of the Notre Dame lawyer - exceptional moral and ethical standards, extraordinary
ability, and a compassion for others. With the honor of a Notre Dame degree comes the
responsibility to maintain this distinct reputation.

Nelson Jarrin
Class of 2010
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A CATHOLIC LAW SCHOOL
Calling and Identity

To begin his first year Criminal Law class, Professor Richard Garnett tells his class, “We believe in God
here. You are free to disagree. But at Notre Dame, belief in God means that the law is about more than a
paycheck. It means the law is about justice. And we believe justice is a reflection of the mind and heart of

God.”

At Notre Dame, we embrace the connection between God and justice. A banner adorns the Kresge Law
Library with the simple, but poignant motto: “If you want peace, work for justice.” Our Legal Aid Clinic
testifies to this mission, as does our Public Defender Program, and the number of Notre Dame law students
who enter public service or social justice related professions.

It makes sense then to say that at Notre Dame, we affirm that every person is created in the image and
likeness of God. Students of all faiths, races, and political beliefs attend this school. They are welcomed,
loved, and accepted in a community that many students have characterized as closer than they would have
expected, and closer than any other law school with which they are familiar. You do not have to be Catholic
to attend Notre Dame or to enjoy this school.

When you get here, however, you will notice that this is a law school does not shy away from its Catholic
identity. In an age of moral relativity, we champion God’s natural law. In an American academia that is
largely godless, we acknowledge our dependence on our Heavenly Father. In a society that values
individualism and secularism, we define the human person in relation to others.

At Notre Dame, you can take many classes that are not often found in a law school’s typical curriculum.
You may take courses on St. Thomas Aquinas, Morality and the Law, and End of Life issues. Our humble
dependence on God is embodied in our professors, many of which begin class with a prayer and lead
student prayer groups and faith discussion groups outside of the classroom.

St. Thomas More is quoted as saying, “Each day you hold yourself like water in your hands. If you spread
your fingers just a bit, the water spills out; you lose your very self.” At Notre Dame, we firmly hold our
relational, our universal, our Catholic identity as a sign to the world of the duty of justice for all. We know
who we are. Thus, we know what we are called to do.

Catholic in Many Ways

A marble bust of St. Thomas More, the patron saint of attorneys, sits outside
the library. Crucifixes are in most rooms in the building. Some professors pray
“In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” before each class.
These are just trappings ~ the real nature of Notre Dame Law School’s identity
as a Catholic law school comes from its devotion to integrating diverse
approaches to the life of faith with the life in the law.

Of course, the word “Catholic” has multiple meanings. To most people, it
refers to things having to do with the Roman Catholic Church ~ the Mass, the
Pope, the Rosary, etc. Notre Dame is Catholic in that sense ~ we have daily Masses, there is a full-time
priest-professor (Father Coughlin), and there are classes offered in Canon Law. The school also features a
chapel, helpful to those seeking prayerful meditation or pleas for success before exams.

IRISH Law | 2




“Catholic” also means “universal” ~ what the Bible refers to as Christ’s body. Notre Dame is catholic in that
sense as well ~ there are Christians of many different denominations at the Law School. Groups such as the
Christian Legal Society provide opportunity for fellowship. The beliefs of Protestants, Jews, Muslims,
Orthodox Christians, and people of other faith perspectives, are as welcome in class discussions as the

beliefs of Roman Catholics.

Notre Dame Law School embraces the diverse views of the nation and world in which we live with the
special emphasis on the historic Roman Catholic faith.

“ Notre Dame - at its core - believes in the compatibility of faith and reason. As such, NDLS is
devoted to both world class legal education and faith-informed moral reasoning. Notre Dame
has created an environment where people are not afraid to ask the difficult moral questions we
will face in our profession and discuss the very real challenges to justice in our world. At
NDLS, you are given the support and the opportunities to grow your faith and not only become
‘a different kind of lawyer,” but also the person that God is calling you to be. ”

Alex Hermanny
Class of 2011

“ Far from being unimportant to the study of law, Catholicism presents us with an imperative to
undertake a legal education informed by the faith. Nothing about the Catholic intellectual and
moral tradition alters the definition of law. But it must alter the way in which we approach the

normative questions integral to legal analysis. Cutting one’s study of law off from one’s faith

introduces contradictions into one’s understanding of truth; it implies that we can answer ”

fundamental questions without any concern for God. If Catholicism is true, it has to be true all

week, not just on Sunday, and I have to learn how to practice law in a way that reflects that

fact.

Paul Krog
Class of 2010

“ Notre Dame is not just concerned with making you a great lawyer, many people here also want to
help you become the person that God wants you to be. Morning prayer starts every day in the
Law School and daily Mass ends it. Numerous clubs bring in speakers to discuss moral and
philosophical issues. None of the other schools that I considered, before deciding on Notre
Dame, had the same level of commitment to the faith. ”

Michael Gray
Class of 2010

“ As an Asian American from New England and a practicing Hindu, I quickly learned that Notre
Dame truly is accepting of people of all backgrounds and faiths. I have had no troubles at all fitting
in here, and many of my non-Catholic and non-religious classmates have shared the same
experience. If you want to take advantage of Notre Dame’s Catholic tradition, then there are plenty
of opportunities to do so. However, if you do not want to, I am sure you will still have a great time ”
here.

Manish Antani
Class of 2009
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A COMMUNITY
Okay, You’ll Hear A Lot About This

You will spend a lot of time in the Law School building, there’s no way around it. Three years at Notre
Dame Law School are both difficult and enjoyable. Let’s face it, law school anywhere is hard work, but
going to law school at any of the top tier law schools in the country will be incredibly demanding. You have
to read thousands of pages of legal material each semester, write at the highest standards, be prepared for
picayune questions from professors, and study
hard for endless weeks to prepare for exams
that determine your entire grade - and that’s
just the first semester. The long hours and
work aside, spending three years at Notre
Dame is enjoyable. It’s enjoyable because the
people who come here care more about
people than grades; more about community
than competition. Grades are still important,
and some competition still exists, but the
most distinctive feature of Notre Dame Law
School is the genuine concern that everyone
here shows for each other.

“ Returning to Notre Dame as a law student five years after completing my undergraduate degree
has been a very positive experience. The values and sense of community that the University
strives to instill in her graduates are qualities that have taken root and matured in me during my
time away. In the process of applying to law schools I found that there were plenty of places that
said they would train me to be a competent lawyer, but no other place promised the opportunity
to become a better person. My acceptance to Notre Dame Law School . . . their

acknowledgement that I could be “a different kind of lawyer” . . . was one of the proudest
moments of my life. ”
Danica Skeoch
Class of 2010
“ The sense of community at Notre Dame Law School is above and beyond what I experienced

in college. Here at NDLS the faculty, staff, and students are genuinely warm and kind hearted,
making it a truly special place. The Law School has done a tremendous job in bringing in not
only intelligent and successful individuals, but more importantly, people of great substance
and character. While NDLS prepares us for the legal profession, it also reinforces the
importance of life outside the workplace and the role all of us must play to bring out the best
within ourselves and society. I sincerely believe that I could not have found a better place to
call home for three years. ”

Dennis Wu
Class of 2010
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“ There is a strong sense of community within not only Notre Dame Law School, but the entire
University. Cooperation is encouraged, not competition. Many see law school as a place to
learn about law; Notre Dame is a place to learn not only about law, but about life.

Sara Arbogast
Class of 2008 ’ ,

“ The Notre Dame community is truly unique. Law school is a big lifestyle change for most
people, and challenges will come up for you and your classmates. The nice thing about Notre
Dame is that your classmates are not just classmates, they're friends that are eager to help. The
most reassuring thing from my first year at school was seeing how quickly we would flock
together when anyone had a problem, whether it had to do with school or life in general. ”

Thomas Colby
Class of 2011

“ Most law schools promote themselves with familiar phrases about community, describing
professors' open door policies, the investment by the administration in the students, and the
students' integration into campus life. Notre Dame meets and exceeds those expectations.
Professors and administrators are intent on producing comfortable but challenging conditions
which allow students to succeed. The law school is a unique, tight-knit community resting
inside the famous Notre Dame campus atmosphere that the rest of the country knows from
movies and TV ~ an atmosphere that lots of people want to be a part of. ’ ’
Erin Watkins
Class of 2010

The experiences excerpted here are not isolated incidents. Notre Dame’s community is dedicated to seeing
every student succeed both as a student and in life. The community here is deeper than just caring
professors - it extends through all levels of the Law School. The sense of community comes as much from
helpful and friendly secretaries and dedicated administration as from the faculty. And this sense of
community also reflects itself in the interactions between students.
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OUR NEW HOME

In January of 2009, the Notre Dame Law School community relocated to our new home, the Eck Hall of
Law, immediately south of our old building. This new facility boasts a stunning combination of the
University’s storied charm and tradition with cutting-edge technology and a significant increase in space.
Our new building promises to be pivotal to the Law School’s continued success and outstanding
reputation. What's better is that as an entering student you will have the chance to be part of these exciting
changes and will be able to take full advantage of the opportunities the changes will present to you as an

NDLS lawyer.

Our new home in the Eck Hall of Law features state of the art technology in new classrooms, faculty offices,
and study space. The building’s design is forward thinking, providing for the flexibility to change based on
the developing needs of students and faculty. In addition to these features, the Eck Hall of Law also
integrates classrooms and faculty offices, rather than setting aside separate areas for each, in an effort to
foster dialog between the faculty, administration, and student body. Additionally, the new building also
features a new chapel below the common areas. All of these features are geared toward fostering and
reinforcing the strong sense of community that is the foundation of Notre Dame Law School.

Formerly, NDLS was housed in one signature gothic style building, which served as its home since the
1930s. While this building has endured several expansions and thousands of law students over the years,
the NDLS administration is looking to propel the school into the new millennium and ensure its continued
success. Instrumental to the new construction project will be the connection of the new Eck Hall of Law to
the old law school building, increasing the Law School’s overall space by 80 percent. Our old home will
also be renovated to house the expanded Kresge Law Library and some administrative offices. Once the
renovation is complete, in the summer of 2010, we will have one, new, state of the art structure which will
carry the Law School into the future and ensure its success for generations to come.

We hope you will have the opportunity to visit the Eck Hall of Law soon.
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FACULTY STORIES
The Sources of All Knowledge Speak

Students at Notre Dame are clearly very impressed with their faculty. Notre Dame professors are
determined to establish close relationships with their students. These distinguished professors seek to
develop their students’ academic and professional skills, and at the same time they also seek to instill in
their students a strong ethical foundation that creates “a different kind of lawyer.” Here, we've asked a few
faculty members to tell you what they think is special about Notre Dame, and why they continue to teach
here (despite the much higher firm salaries they could earn).

Notre Dame is a truly distinctive place with a truly unique mission. We seek to be a
great university that preserves, and remains faithful to, our Catholic identity. This
mission is a challenging, but critically important one, and we at the Law School play
an instrumental role in fulfilling it. For better or worse, many of the most important
questions in our nation become, at some point, legal questions. I feel privileged to be
a part of a community of scholars that seeks to engage those questions both rigorously
and completely, by fostering a debate that is both catholic (small c¢) and Catholic
(large C).

Notre Dame also is the kind of place that fosters scholarly exchange between students
and faculty. We take our teaching seriously here, and we like and respect our
students. | have learned a great deal from my students, both inside the classroom and
outside. This kind of interaction enables the true integration of scholarly research
and teaching. Just as much of my research starts with ideas that were initially batted
around in the classroom, my teaching is also informed by my scholarship. Finally,
Notre Dame is a community where people care about one another. Our students
rally around colleagues in need, and they understand (or, at least I hope that they
understand) that the faculty are always here to help as well.
~ Professor Nicole Garnett

As a Notre Dame law student in the 1980s, I experienced firsthand the
cooperative and nurturing environment that Notre Dame Law School offers.
Many of my professors, some of whom are now my colleagues, taught me much
more than the law as they ably combined their professional careers, personal lives
and religious beliefs, and encouraged us by word and example to do the same.
Serving as a faculty member offers me a unique opportunity to combine my
chosen profession with my religious beliefs and to contribute to a community that
has enriched my life in so many ways. I hope that I can encourage future
generations of law students to grow in faith and knowledge during their time at
Notre Dame Law School. Whether in or out of the classroom, I strive to
challenge these Notre Dame lawyers to keep a healthy balance among their
careers, family, and faith, and to use their legal training to serve others.
~ Professor Matthew Barrett

IrRISH'LAW | 7
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I first laid eyes on the Golden Dome in 1962 when [ wisited the Law School as a
prospective student. Had anyone told me then that I would spend 37 years (and
counting) on the faculty here, I would have been stunned by disbelief; at the
time, I aspired only to succeed as a law student. Since I came from a small
eastern liberal-arts college, Notre Dame seemed big and scary to me. As it turned
out, the Law School formed a true, small community within a larger, but still
true University community.

Life at Notre Dame proved, and still proves, exhilarating. We have a vibrant
teaching faculty — one that takes a deep interest in our students. We have
exceptionally bright — and good - people as our students. Equally important to
me, they are a delight to work with. Despite the inevitably growing gap between
their constant youth and my steadily advancing age, my time here has been a joy;
there’s no place I'd rather be. Students seem to feel the same way — many leave
here more attached to Notre Dame Law School than to their undergraduate

school. ‘Nough said!
~ Professor Fernand “Tex” Dutile

I came to Notre Dame in 1973, having lived virtually my whole life on the East
Coast, and expected to stay for two or three years before returning ‘home.” Instead,
I am now in my 35th year on the Law School faculty. In this more than quarter-
century, I have found that Notre Dame is a special place. The University has
tremendous resources that have enabled me to develop and mature as a teacher and
scholar. My colleagues are intelligent and supportive, and the students are bright
and great fun to teach. For me and my family, this is clearly now “home.”
~ Professor Joseph Bauer

At Notre Dame, we aspire to provide a countercultural voice ~ one that affirms
the dignity of the human person, the complementary relation between faith and
reason, and a vision of law and lawyering that is rooted in vocation, intellectual
rigor, and service. Qur foundations in faith mean that our students and our
faculty enjoy the freedom to pursue questions that are too often pushed “off the
table” elsewhere and to strive to integrate their work, faith, family, and ideals.
I'm proud to be a part of this community.
~ Professor Rick Garnett

IRISH LAwW | 8




THE PARENTS’ TURN

Everyone’s Got an Opinion

And whose opinion matters more than your parents’? For many of us, our parents were a major
consideration when choosing a law school. We aren’t the only ones excited about being here: our parents
and families are excited too (which makes buying Christmas presents easy - shop at the SBA for law school
merchandise); and they want you to know how they feel.

“ After graduating from UCLA, I had the privilege of attending Notre Dame Law School. Not
only did I receive a superb legal education, but I made lifellong friends. During the last 30 years
I have practiced civil litigation across the country and my association with Notre Dame has
provided me with many wonderful professional opportunities that would not have otherwise
been available. My wife and I are thrilled that our daughter Jacqueline is attending the Law
School and that she will have the same opportunity for a very special career as a result. ’ ’

Rich Cahill '78
Father of Jackie Cahill, Class of 2010

“ Being accepted to Notre Dame Law School was an exciting time in our home, not only for
Johnny but for his whole family. When the acceptance letter arrived my husband told
everybody at his place of employment, “My son is going to Notre Dame!” I felt like I was living
a part in the movie Rudy. Johnny is a first generation college graduate so you can only imagine
how proud we were when he decided to continue his education in law school. During his first
visit to Notre Dame, he fell in love with the campus. He chose Notre Dame for many reasons
but the main reason was the Notre Dame traditions. During his orientation week at Notre
Dame, Johnny got to experience his first tradition. Notre Dame Law Students are requested to
choose a four-hour service project. It isn’t mandatory, but the majority of the students do
volunteer. Johnny knows first hand that you have to work for things in life, and that if you are
fortunate to succeed then you give back to your community. Not only was Johnny able to give
back to the South Bend community, he was able to meet his fellow classmates and make new
friends. We feel good about his decision. We know that he is surrounded by students that care
about each other and also by so many Notre Dame traditions that make him feel at home.

John and Eileen Bloor ’,
Parents of Johnny Bloor, Class of 2009

“ Our daughter, Julia, has found Notre Dame to be a truly special place. She bonded almost
immediately with her fellow 1Ls and has become a part of the Notre Dame community. There
is no question that law school-anywhere-is challenging, but the atmosphere does not have to be
one of cutthroat competition. Notre Dame has proven that law school can be a positive
experience. We, of course, want our daughter’s happiness above all, and when we hear her say, ,’
“I am so glad I chose Notre Dame, I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else,” then we’re satisfied.

Ann and David Bochnowski
Parents of Julia Bochnowski, Class of 2009
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“ We were not a Notre Dame family. None of her relatives is a Notre Dame alum. She didn’t
want to apply, but as a law professor I knew she would be making a mistake if she didn’t. She
always said she was a ‘city girl’ and could not see herself living in South Bend. When she was

admitted to the Law School, while she was glad to hear it, she still couldn’t see herself anywhere
but in a big city. We were visiting law schools in Chicago the same weekend as Notre Dame’s ”
first open house, so we decided to drive down for it. It was, in all honesty, a cold and dreary
February morning. The barren northern Indiana farmland covered with snow only reinforced
how far she was from the warmth of Los Angeles. But from the Dean’s welcome, to the tour of
the building, to the luncheon with the faculty, to the reception with the current students, she
sensed an academic, social, and spiritual community like none she had experienced before - and
it was that sense of community that she had been seeking. As we walked to the car to drive back
to Chicago she told me we didn’t need to visit any more law schools, she had found her home.
Like most Notre Dame law students, she had offers from higher ranked law schools, but none
with a community that came close to Notre Dame’s. We could not have been happier with her
decision. We are a Notre Dame family now.

Peter & Gerri Wendel
Parents of Carolyn Wendel, Class of 2011

| “ I have a Double Domer son who graduated from Notre Dame Law School in 1985; he is now a
successful partner in a Chicago law firm. During her time in college, my granddaughter Lindsay
expressed a desire to attend Notre Dame Law School. For over a year 1 have been praying that
' she would be accepted. The acceptance came and we were all extremely happy. I hope and pray
’ that the Good Lord will let me live long enough to see her graduate. I would love to be there for ”
it. Go Irish.

Raymond Creagh
' Grandfather of Lindsay Hawley, Class of 2010

' ‘ ‘ As a ND Alumna, I can only say that the school brings out the absolute best in my daughter. I
always knew that this was the right place for her as an undergrad...and I believe the same thing
about her attending NDLS. She is a better person for being there - the friendships and
| relationships she establishes, the self-examination of her core values, her passion for what she
does now and hopes to do after graduation - those are the things ND is all about. ’ ’

Angie Dahl
Mother of Caitlin Dahl, Class of 2011 |

“ The Notre Dame Law School experience has been wonderful! My daughter researched and

visited other quality law schools but Notre Dame was always her first choice. Though classes are

academically challenging, she likes and respects her professors and is enjoying learning in a place

where her Catholic faith makes a difference. She enjoys knowing that her classmates from other
parts of the country are also committed to excellence in education. What I have found so ”
impressive is the supportive environment surrounding the Law School. All contact I have had H

with the University has been helpful - from preliminary visits to the Law School to questions

regarding financial aid, housing, campus security, parking, and more. I know that my daughter
is in a safe place having fun with great friends while earning a first class legal education. Living
1,500 miles away, knowing my daughter is at a place like Notre Dame Law School is reassuring |
to me.

Gary Walker |
Father of Kirsten Walker, Class of 2009
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BEFORE CLASSES START & ORIENTATION

Like Kindergarten - You Get to Stand in Line

Getting everything in order before class starts is pretty simple at ND. The Law School will send you a
continuous stream of correspondence making sure you know when and where you can get everything you’ll
need: parking permits, books, supplies, etc. The Law School will also let you know the schedule for
registration, and there is a great orientation program to make sure enrollment goes smoothly and you’re
ready for that exciting first day of class. Just make sure to check your e-mail often since that is how most of
the information is sent to you.

Health Insurance

Health insurance is required to enroll in classes. During the summer, you will receive insurance
information. If you have insurance already, send proof of insurance to Health Services. You will receive
several e-mails about the deadline for showing proof of your own insurance. If you forget, the University
will bill you for the standard student insurance. If you forget to mail the insurance information in during
the summer, take proof of insurance to Health Services in Saint Liam Hall before classes start or during the
first couple of weeks. Also, after classes have started, check to make sure you haven’t been charged for the
University health insurance if you already had your own. Student Accounts has been known to make this
mistake, but will correct it without much fuss. Your account will be credited the full price of the school’s
insurance policy as soon as you show proof of your own insurance.

Campus Parking

Campus parking is a must for most of those living off campus, though some living near campus may find a
brisk jaunt or bike ride to the Law School better than the trek from the C1 lot where most law students
park. A parking decal is easy to obtain, affordable, and useful, especially since fines for parking in the all-
too-inviting bookstore lot near the Law School can add up fast. For the 2008-09 academic year, the parking
decal cost $100. The easiest way to get your parking decal is to sign up online - just remember your license
plate and registration. You'll be able to pick up your permit a few days after orientation. We recommend
taking care of this ASAP, but don’t worry - the University police are really lenient the first week. Just stay
out of the bookstore lot and the circle by the Law School.

Student IDs

We recommend getting your student ID prior to orientation. This can save time, since the freshmen class
of about 2,000 will be atriving and settling in at the same time we have orientation. You should receive
information about where to do this (usually South Dining Hall) over the summer. When you get your
student ID, you will also have the option to get a meal plan or add Domer Dollars to your student ID. See
“Eating on Campus” for more information about meal plans and Domer Dollars.

Computer IDs
It might also prove useful to get your computer set up. At some point early in the summer, everyone is
issued a “Net ID” which will be your key to technology while at Notre Dame. You'll be able to use it to sign
in to your school e-mail, as well as to check tentative class schedules and eventually even final grades.
Having a Net ID also lets you sign in to the computer lab in the Law School building, which boasts high
speed internet.

If you have a laptop with a wireless card, set up for on campus internet access is quick and painless, but it

can be nice to take care of before the first day of classes. If you have any trouble, you can definitely check in
with the friendly Law School computer staff.
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The University does provide dial-up internet to those living offcampus. However, they only have 92
modems, shared among all of the faculty, staff, grad students, and off-campus seniors. More often than not,
it’s impossible to get through, so this may not be the best option if you would like to have reliable internet
at your apartment. If you are interested in having it set up, though, go to the Office of Information
Technology (OIT) building located between the football stadium and Hesburgh Library (the really tall
building with “Touchdown Jesus”) to get the required information and software. You can also buy
computer supplies here, like the heavily discounted software for Microsoft Office. Once again, the sooner
you get this done the better, as they tend to be swamped during the first couple weeks of classes. The Law
School has its own computer staff, so you may want to check with them first. More information about
technology is on the Class of 2012 website, and this will be updated in late spring or early summer.

Orientation

You'll receive information from the Law School about the mandatory Orientation Weekend. Besides
introducing you to the school and getting all of the formalities of enrollment taken care of (which can now
almost be done completely on the web), Orientation will be the first time that you officially meet your
classmates and some of the 2Ls and 3Ls. Take advantage of getting to know the unique and interesting
people you'll be sharing the next three years of your life with before you are swamped with reading
assignments and studying. One of the best opportunities to meet people during Orientation is participating
in one of the optional group service projects, such as volunteering for the afternoon at a Goodwill Store or
making care baskets at a woman’s shelter.

Orientation is also a good opportunity to explore campus and see all the places you'll never go to once you
start school and discover that the Law School is your second home. Orientation Weekend is also the time
that you can find the class assignments for the first day of law school. Check the assignment board, located
in the basement by the lounge, on Sunday to see how much you have to read for Monday morning. Some
of the professors might e-mail this information out as well - just keep an eye on your new ND e-mail to stay
informed.

The first day of Orientation will be long and draining. Be prepared to be overwhelmed by people, books,
materials, forms, etc. Dress comfortably and in particular, wear comfortable shoes, because a campus tour
should be on the schedule (an umbrella or at least a jacket might not be a bad idea if it looks stormy).
Also, bring some sort of money (cash, checks, credit cards) to pay for fees and your books, and don’t forget
to bring a bag or backpack to carry those incredibly heavy books back home. Bring a lock for your locker
and you can store any books that you don’t want to bring home at the school.

It’s tempting to buy your books online before Orientation, but it’s not always good idea. First, you won’t
get your final schedule until Orientation. There is a tentative schedule posted online at InsideND, about a
month before classes start, but many classes are later rearranged and students get sent to different sections
(with different textbooks). Besides, during the Orientation “field trip” to the bookstore, 2Ls and 3Ls will be
on hand to make sure you buy the exact books you need for your classes and make recommendations as to
study aids.

Another great inside tip (that not too many students know about on the first day, but learn to LOVE) is
that at Notre Dame, you can “charge” purchases at the bookstore to your student account. What this
means is that as long as you have your student ID card, you can go to the bookstore and pay for your books
(and your new Notre Dame sweatshirt) with it. The purchase will automatically show up on your student
account. Also, your student account does not accrue interest like credit cards, so you can actually put your
books on your student account and pay them off throughout the course of the semester. However, be
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aware that the Office of Student Accounts knows of this strategy and will not allow you to simply keep a
running balance straight through to graduation. If you abuse the privilege of “charging” to your student
account at the bookstore, they will cut off your card, so be careful. It is always a good idea to bring along a
credit card during Orientation, just in case.
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THE BIG DAY: 1L DAY ONE

Or, What in the World Have I Gotten Myself Into

For some, the first day of classes in law school is no big deal; for others it can be a terrifying experience.
Many may have read 1L or watched the Paper Chase, but it is safe to say that while the books might
represent Harvard in the 1960s, they do not even come close to representing the Notre Dame experience.
No professor even resembles Kingsfield, but they do expect you to be prepared for class each day. Some will
use the Socratic method a lot (calling on a random student to discuss the cases assigned for that class
period); others will not use it quite as much.

The best way to prepare for classes is to do the assigned readings, and be ready to answer questions about
the material. Please, please, please - don’t think you can blow off the reading just because it’s the first day.
The professors do call on students on the first day and, while they won’t expect you to be perfect, they will
expect you to have read the material. One of your professors will probably tell you about how to brief a case
during the first day of class, but for the first day, it’s normally a good idea to have a general understanding
about the cases that you read, such as the facts of the case, the holding (the decision of the court), and the
reasoning behind the holding. Once again, welcome to law school. You'll quickly learn to love it. You
may find that briefing the cases is also helpful, which basically means writing a quick summary of the facts,
what legal issue(s) are presented, how the court resolved the issue, and the reasoning that it used. At least
one of your teachers will explain this process to you within the first couple of days. Briefing the cases as you
read also makes outlining easier at the end of the semester.

On the first day, be sure to bring your textbooks, laptop and/or notepad, a pen or pencil, and money or
your ID card to purchase food and beverages. If you do have a laptop, note that the building is wired for
wireless internet, so bring a wireless card with you for the down time between classes. Beware of surfing the
net in class, however. Not only is it disrespectful, but at least one professor is sure to catch you off guard.
You are not required to use a laptop in class, although the vast majority of students do. The rest take notes
by hand. It’s a matter of personal preference. Even if you don’t take notes by hand, it’s helpful to bring
paper to class. Some professors make diagrams or use tables, which can be tough to duplicate with a
laptop.

You'll also want to bring a combination or key lock for the lockers, graciously provided for us by the
administration, as the books get heavy quickly! You can also buy locks at the bookstore for a reasonable
price. If for some reason there is already a lock on your assigned locker, see the registrar of the Law School.

As far as dress for the first day of classes, wear whatever you feel comfortable in. If there’s one thing Notre
Dame students are not, it’s uniform. You will be required to wear a suit the second day of Orientation, but
after that, it’s (almost) anything goes. The last thing you want to worry about is your clothes being
uncomfortable on your first day of law school.

Finally, don’t stress out about the first day. Professors will be understanding, helpful, and kind - just make
sure you've done the readings. The 2Ls and 3Ls, as well as the Law School staff, will be around and eager to
help you with any questions or problems that you have. Enjoy the first day of many, and welcome to Notre
Dame Law School!
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1L CLASSES

Let the Learning Begin

It is important to remember that your primary purpose for coming to law school is to learn the law and
classes must come first. The curriculum in the first year consists of 15 credit hours each semester. The
classes are required and demanding. That being said, if you put in the time you will do fine. The first year is
mostly about disciplining yourself to allot the proper amount of time for class preparation each day. This
amount varies from person-to-person, but regardless of how long it takes you to adequately prepare,
remember to set aside some time to do other things besides studying. Course and semester hours are as
follows:

Fall Semester (15 credits) Spring Semester (15 credits)
Civil Procedure (4 credits) Constitutional Law (4 credits)
Contracts (4 credits) Ethics (1 credit)

Criminal Law (4 credits) Legal Writing (2 credits)
Legal Research (1 credit) Property (4 credits)

Legal Writing (2 credits) Torts (4 credits)

Although you may not love every class, you will enjoy them. The course schedule is designed to give
students the foundation necessary for any legal career. The material is interesting and, because all of the
first years take these same basic classes, your newfound knowledge and common research and writing
assignments is a great way to bond with your classmates. As early as fall break, you will miss not having your
new friends around for a whole week.

Remember, classes come first, but Notre Dame offers so much more. Learn to balance your schedule to
allot as much time as is necessary for each class, and still be able to take advantage of the ample
opportunities the Notre Dame community provides.

Civil Procedure

Civil Procedure examines the procedures used to resolve civil litigation, with an emphasis
on litigation in federal courts and on federal constitutional provisions also relevant in state
court. Addresses jurisdictional principles and procedural doctrines involved in structuring
a lawsuit; commencing a lawsuit; developing facts and narrowing legal claims during
pretrial; trying a lawsuit; and determining post-trial consequences of a judgment. Also
considers the extent to which state law must be applied in federal court. If time permits,
explores settlement and other alternative methods for resolving disputes.

Constitutional Law
Constitutional Law examines the structure of our government as defined by the federal
Constitution, Supreme Court precedents interpreting that document, and the traditional
practice of the elected branches. Focuses on the distribution of power among the three
branches of the federal government, and the division of power between the federal
government and the states.

Contracts

Contracts presents a comprehensive study of the creation, transfer and termination of
contract rights and duties.
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Criminal Law

Criminal Law deals with the basic principles of American criminal law such as the
definition of crime, defenses, proof, punishment, and the basic structure and operation of
the American criminal justice system. You will learn what the cool sounding and often-
used Court TV terms, such as voluntary manslaughter and malice aforethought, really
mean. Law and Order will make a whole lot more sense after this course.

Ethics 1

Ethics studies and analyzes law as a profession, as well as the duties and responsibilities of
lawyers to society, clients and the profession. Ethics helps lawyers develop awareness and
understanding of their relationship and function in our legal system, and the consequent
obligation of lawyers to maintain the highest standards of ethical professional conduct.
Professors discuss topics from ethical billing practices to an attorney’s duty to report a
colleague for misconduct.

Legal Research

Legal Research is designed to introduce you to the tools and methodology of legal research
and to help develop the research skills that are essential both in law school and in law
practice. You will quickly learn your way around the library (or at least what is serving as
our library during remodeling). You will not only learn the location of Reporters, Digests,
Law Reviews, and ALRs, but you will also learn what to do with them once you find them.

Legal Writing 1

Legal Writing introduces students to the world of the legal discourse and provides
instruction, experience, and guidance in learning how to write the basic legal documents
you will someday write as lawyers.

Legal Writing Il (Moot Court)

Introduces students to techniques of appellate advocacy and requires each student to brief
and argue one appellate moot court case. This course is a lot of fun.

Property

Torts

This course deals with the nature of and justification for the ownership of property,
including land, personal property, and intellectual property. It considers which things may
be treated as property, how property is acquired, and the rights included with property
ownership. Much of the course considers the ownership and use of land, covering such
topics as the estates system, easements, covenants, servitudes, zoning, the government’s
eminent domain power, and takings law.

Torts addresses the legal rules that determine whether civil liability attaches to conduct that
results in harm to others. “Tort” is most often defined as a “civil wrong.” Brush up on
your Latin, and be prepared for some of the most interesting cases you will read during
your first year. Topics include proximate cause, negligence, assault, false imprisonment,
and foreseeability. Prepare for class by repeating: Duty - Breach - Causation - Damages.
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TRANSFER STUDENTS
Welcome to the Club

First off, welcome to Notre Dame! If you are still unsure whether Notre Dame Law School is the right place
for you, please know that the student body, faculty, and administrators welcome new students to the Notre
Dame family with open arms. As a transfer, you can expect a helpful and intelligent student body
(sometimes too smart), a variety of law school functions and social events, a faculty who are known
nationally and internationally for their legal scholarship, and hopefully a terrific football season. Further,
you are able to participate in the Notre Dame on-campus interview (“OCI”) process, become an officer in a
law school club or organization, and become heavily involved in the Law School community very quickly.

You will find that your transition will be fairly smooth, and within a week or two, you will get the hang of
life at Notre Dame Law School. The Admissions Office and administrators like Peter Horvath and Anne
Hamilton, will be able to assist you with any questions you have about moving to South Bend, applying for
financial aid, enrolling in classes, getting your first day of class assignments, and setting up your e-mail.
Further, the student body and the faculty are extremely friendly and always willing to help. Finally, take full
advantage of the Transfer Liaison appointment by the Admissions Office. He or she was in your situation
not more than a year ago and can be a very helpful source for quick answers.

General Information

In general, be sure to read the Irish Law Insider’s Guide sections that pertain to activities to do prior to the
start of classes and before Orientation. For activities like getting a student ID, setting up your e-mail
account, getting a parking pass, and signing up for a meal plan, follow the same instructions given to first
year law students. Many of the simple activities, like getting a student ID or getting your books, can be done
in the weeks prior to classes starting. Generally, you should plan on arriving to Notre Dame at least two
weeks before classes start to give yourself time to move into your apartment, familiarize yourself with South
Bend, ensure that you have done all the little things that need to be taken care of prior to school starting,
and participate in the first round of on-campus interviews. Additionally, if you want to take Intensive Trial
Advocacy, it starts the week before classes so you want to be ready for that if you are enrolled.

The To-Do-Quickly List

The biggest problem that you will face is how quickly you must act to complete a long to-do list of activities
to get ready for the coming year and, specifically, the first day of class. Once admitted, a to-do list will arrive
with your acceptance in the mail, and it will include a timeline establishing dates to accept admission to the
Law School, a date that financial aid should be transferred from your old institution to Notre Dame, and a
list of other mandatory activities, like talking to Anne Hamilton about a class schedule. Further, if you want
to interview during Notre Dame OCI, which begins the week before classes start, you will have to talk to
Notre Dame Career Services for assistance with Symplicity. Try to stick to the dates listed on the to-do list
to ensure that all the mandatory activities will be done prior to the start of classes.

Locating an Apartment and Moving

Since transfers are admitted later than first year students, getting an apartment can be a bit more difficult
because many of the apartment complexes do not have vacancies. Living in the Fischer-O’Hara-Grace
apartments is great because they are relatively cheap and the closest to school (they're on school property),
but the availability is very limited because they are usually filled by rising 2Ls and 3Ls and incoming 1Ls.
Many recent transfer students found availability at Castle Point, Main Street Village, and the Georgetown
Apartment complexes. The “Housing” section in this guide has some helpful information on local
apartments too. If you cannot visit South Bend before the start of the school year to find a place to live, try
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web sites like www.rent.com so that you can read about apartment descriptions in the area and also see
pictures of the various complexes. Craig’s List is another option. The Admissions Office also maintains a
spreadsheet of apartments, homes, rooms for rent, and other housing options. Check online for discounts
or coupons from websites that refer you to specific apartment complexes. I received a $100 American
Express gift check just for telling my complex that I was referred by a website.

Finding a place to live might depend on whether you decide to live with a roommate. Having a roommate
might be a great way to get to know people. Often there are 1Ls who are still looking for a roommate. You
can also contact the Admissions Office to see whether there are any other 2L transfers who are looking for
roommates.

In addition to finding a place to live, depending upon what state you are coming from and how much
furniture you are bringing with you, moving can become very expensive and time-consuming. If your move
requires a moving truck, think about driving a Budget or U-Haul truck yourself and paying for movers to
help load and unload the truck or consider hiring a moving company to load, ship, and unload your
furniture. The beginning of the school year is a very busy time for movers, so moving companies will need
to know about a possible move as early as possible to plan for it and give you an estimate of the cost. If you
decide to buy or rent furniture in South Bend, there are many wholesale retailers and furnishing stores that
will deliver furniture and even set it up in your new apartment.

Class Schedule, Books, First Day Assignments

If she does not contact you soon, contact our Registrar, Anne Hamilton, about enrolling in courses. She
will e-mail you a class list. The minimum number of credits per semester is fourteen and the maximum is
seventeen. Most students take around fifteen credits. In arranging your schedule, keep in mind fall semester
of your second year is probably the busiest semester of law school since that’s when the bulk of your
interviews will occur, the workload for upper level courses is more than first year courses, and home
football games eat up entire Saturdays. Additionally, remember that you will be starting fresh GPA-wise.
You want to make a strong showing first semester.

If you have problems enrolling for courses online, contact Anne Hamilton with the classes you want and
she can enroll you in the classes from her computer. If you are not sure what classes to take, contact the
Admissions Office and ask for the names and e-mail addresses of current students that you could contact to
discuss your course schedule. The Transfer Liaison can be a big help here. Also, remember that if you are
unhappy with a class that you selected, you will have a week to add or drop a class once school begins.

Once you get your classes scheduled, hit the bookstore. Many students will buy the books online for the
classes they will not drop. They are MUCH cheaper and you can get express shipping to ensure they’ll be
here when classes start. The first day’s class assignments are posted in the law building. The assignments
are usually not listed until a day or two before the start of classes. Check the boards frequently before classes
start because new assignments are posted randomly and frequently.

Law Review and Law Journals

As a transfer student, you are technically eligible to participate in the same writing competition in which
Notre Dame rising 2Ls compete to obtain position on the Law Review or one of the law journals. However,
by the time you are admitted, the competition is closed. If you did happen to apply prior to the due date
and completed the note, you will find out around the time you hear from the Notre Dame Admissions

Office.
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If you do not participate in a journal during your 2L year, and you are still interested, you may apply as a
rising 3L for an editorial position. You will not compete in the same writing competition for rising 2Ls.
The process consists of a Bluebook quiz, resume, transcripts, and a writing sample. For the writing sample,
your best shot is to submit a longer note-style piece. So if you are interested in trying to get onto a journal
or the Law Review as a 3L, you should probably take a seminar class that requires a paper, or do a directed
reading with a professor. You are going to have to write a longer paper to satisfy your upper-level writing
requirements anyway, so you might as well get it out of the way early and try for a journal with it.

Moot Court

Moot Court programs work differently at different schools. At Notre Dame, we have Appellate Moot
Court, International Moot Court, and Trial Moot Court. Students may also compete in various regional
competitions without being a part of the official teams. Trial Moot Court takes place in the spring semester
and is required for members of the National Trial Competition team. International Appellate Moot Court
members participate in the 2L fall semester for a chance to represent the school in the Philip C. Jessup
International Moot Court Competition the following spring. Enrollment in Moot Court-International is a
prerequisite. The Appellate Moot Court Board participates in various regional and national appellate
advocacy competitions. If interested in trying out for Appellate Moot Court Board, you must enroll in
Moot Court-Appellate during the fall semester of 2L year. Students write and argue an appellate brief
before the current 3L Board for a spot on the Moot Court Board. Those chosen for the Board at the end
of the fall write and argue another appellate brief the following spring for spots on the various teams. The
Appellate Board Teams consist of one Regional Team, two Seventh Circuit Teams, and two National
Teams. Board members participate in the various competitions during 3L year, as well as help judge and
pick the incoming 2L Moot Court Board.

Jobs

You're here to get a job. Notre Dame prides itself on service and you cannot serve effectively if you don’t
have a job. Plus, it’ll be nice to not return to mom and dad’s basement after commencement. Therefore,
take the fall interview season seriously. Career Services is more than happy to review your resume, list of
references, writing sample, and cover letters in preparation for the season. You can either meet with a staff
member in person by scheduling an appointment or send your documents via e-mail during the summer.

Notre Dame also has great access to resources like Vault that will help you in your employer selection
process. NALP is also a great free online resource for researching the raw law firm information (number of
lawyers, offices, practice areas, etc.). Don’t forget to look at the firms’ websites as well. The Career Service
advisors are also great resources for advice on which firms hire a lot of NDLS grads (the firms with whom
everyone tries to interview).

As a transfer student, you may participate in the OCI process at Notre Dame. The process consists of Early
Interview Week and three subsequent (roughly, weekly) phases. It begins the week before classes start and
ends in mid-October before fall break. If interested in participating in any of the phases, and especially if
you are interested in participating in Early Interview Week or phase one, contact Career Services
immediately to get a password for Symplicity, the online OCI scheduler, containing a schedule of when
employers will be interviewing at NDLS. Last year, bidding for employers in Early Interview Week and
Phase One began the first week in July, so act quickly if you want to participate in Phase One. (Note that
most of “Big Law Firms” were in Early Interview Week and Phase One.) Make sure you know how the ND
“bidding system” works: no employer prescreening. You simply “bid” for employers by ranking them. How
you rank employers really does matter, so if you really want to interview with Jones Day, like the rest of your
2L class, rank them number one.

IRISH LAW | 19




If you were admitted after bidding closes for Early Interview Week and Phase 1 and you want to interview
with firms in those phases, don’t panic! Contact Careers Services and if there are slots available with your
desired firms, they may be able to add you to the interview roster. Continue checking with Career Services
until the firm interviews on campus. You might be able to get a vacant slot from a student cancelling the
interview.

List the law school from which you transferred on your resume along with “First Year Legal Studies” or
some other identifier below the name. Include your GPA, class rank or percentage (if available), and
various activities you participated in at your prior school, including Law Review or journal, if selected.
Though you didn’t participate in a Law Review or a journal, it’s good to show you were selected. The
inference is that you would have been selected for Notre Dame’s journals were you here first year. To
determine whether you qualify to interview with a specific firm, compare your GPA from your previous law
school to the minimum GPA firm requires. Be sure to have a good answer as to why you transferred and
never put down the law school that you previously attended during an interview.

Do your research on the firm. You want to know the basics about the firm: name, office locations, and
predominant practice areas. NALP, at www.nalpdirectory.com, is a very helpful resource for this
information. Next, make sure you know the basics of the actual attorney you are interviewing with. The
firm’s website can be helpful here. It is suggested you prepare a one-page outline of the necessary
information for each firm. It’s useful to review immediately prior to the interview. Also include possible
questions you have about the firm on that sheet. You don’t want to ask questions you can get answered by
looking at the website.

If you are not interested in working at a law firm, Career Services can advise you on other forms of
employment, such as a legal aid position or a judicial clerkship. Meet with a staff member to discuss your
interests or call them over the summer so that you have a head start on the employment process. The
Career Services staff has a tremendous amount of knowledge about public interest careers and judicial
clerkship opportunities.

RELAX, You’re With Friends

Above all, get to know people, especially non-transfers. Sign up to participate in clubs at Activities Night,
tailgate and go to football games, or play on one of the intramural sports teams. Within a few weeks you
will easily be part of the Notre Dame family. Welcome!
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NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENTS

You’re Not Unemployed...You’re a Student!

If you're more than a year or two out of undergrad, or married, or have children, or some combination of
the above, then you're probably tired of people thinking you're crazy for wanting to go back to school. The
good thing is, we don’t think you're crazy.

In fact, yet another up-side to the whole community thing at Notre Dame Law School is that it is a real
benefit to students who have additional demands on their time or who have been out of the academic
groove for a while. Students, professors, and administrators alike are willing to help, incredibly
understanding, and genuinely interested in the unique perspective such students bring to the classroom and
the community. As a Catholic university, Notre Dame is certainly pro-family, from the plethora of cheap-
or-free entertainment options to the “family time” hours at the athletic and recreational centers on campus.
And, the lower cost of just about everything in South Bend means that students with spouses and families
just might be able to make those student budgets stretch a little farther here than in the various urban
meccas tempting with their siren songs.

This section is devoted to the information and resources that non-traditional students in particular might
find helpful. But even if you don’t meet that description, keep reading. If we've done our job properly, you
just may discover some hidden gems of wisdom that will have you feeling like an insider in no time.

Housing

As an addendum to the overall section on apartments and housing, we recommend you hit the web or
make some phone calls to verify the information in this guide. Some of the complexes may actually have
three-bedroom, or bigger, units, but they weren’t originally included in this guide because they are out of
the typical student’s price range. But with a spouse and a child, or two, or more (don’t laugh - one member
of the Class of 2008 had four children), that extra space is likely more important to you than a few extra
dollars to drop at Bookmaker’s.

Most married students cannot say enough good things about Cripe Street and University Village, Notre
Dame’s housing for married students. If you're even thinking about Notre Dame, be sure to check it out.
It's tight living, but it's one of the best deals in town. It’s all the perks of on-campus housing for dirt cheap.
The amenities include water, sewer, trash, local phone service, Ethernet, an allenclosed playground in the
center of the buildings, an organic community garden, a playroom, NDSP and fire security (which lowers
our renter's insurance dramatically), and a club house that's free to rent. Cripe Street, which is one
bedroom apartments for married couples without children, runs a little over $600 a month, while
University Village, for couples with kids, is around $500 for two bedroom apartments and $700 for four
bedroom apartments. Rent includes internet and local phone service, but does not include long distance
and electricity. There are tons of activities going on all the time: BBQs for couples without children, family
campouts on the playground, Village picnics, playgroups, Rosary group, La L