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NOTRE DAME LAWYER {Vol. XXX

“Why may we not . . . affirm confidently, that the
profession of the law is to be preferred before all
other human professions and sciences, as being most
noble for the matter and subject thereof, most neces-
sary for the common and continued use thereof, and
most meritorious for the good effects it doth produce
in the commonwealth? For what is the matter and
subject of our profession but justice, the lady and
queen of all moral virtues?
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“Neither is the profession ennobled in regard of the
dignity of her employment only, but she is to be hon-
ored so much the more for the necessity and continual
use of her service in the common weal. For, if we must
honor the physician, propter necessitatem, as the wise
man prescribeth, much more must we honor for the
same cause the professors and ministers of the law.
For...all men, at all times and in all places, do stand in
need of justice, and of law, which is the rule of justice,
and of the interpreters and ministers of the law, which
give life and motion unto justice.” Sir John Davys
(quoted from Forsyth, The History of Lawyers, pp. 6-7
(1875) )
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